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Courage to close Crepe Cellar

Neighborhood staple to reopen as Ever Andalo
In April 2009, at the very low point of the recession, a
new restaurant opened its doors in the nearly-burgeoning
neighborhood of NoDa. It had just 11 tables and included
repurposed chairs, table bases, and restaurant equipment from the prior tenant,
Addie’s Jamaican Cuisine. The European gastropub menu was centered around
crepes but also included fish and chips, hand-cut twice-fried french fries, and a
scrumptious burger. The restaurant’s name: Crepe Cellar Kitchen & Pub.
By Jamie Brown

Jeff and I teamed up with local restaurateur Paul Manley (of Sea Level NC,
The Waterman, and Ace No. 3) to help open our first spot. Crepe Cellar, now
over a dozen years old, has become a mainstay in the ever-transitioning NoDa
community.
When we opened the doors of Crepe Cellar, NoDa was a different place. There
was no light rail (or even a promised date for a light rail). The NoDa neighborhood
business corridor extended just a couple of blocks at the time – none of the
stretching, arching feelings it has now. We actually felt out of the mix in the
Crepe Cellar space on the other side of 35th Street, as most of the action in
NoDa was happening down between Cabo and 36th Street.
Back then, it was tough getting the word out, too. With no heavy presence on
social media, I used to sit at a wine barrel outside the door of Crepe Cellar on
gallery crawl nights, talking to locals and collecting email addresses. Because
this was going to be our primary livelihood, we didn’t have the choice to fail.
Fast forward to fall 2021, and Crepe Cellar is now surrounded by a much different
climate of rising apartment complexes, busier streets, higher incomes, and a
younger population. The area has been through a lot of changes, and it’s time
for Crepe Cellar to change, too.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2021
The Charlotte Marathon will run through NoDa! This annual marathon has always
been a favorite party on 35th Street. Expect road closures until about noon, and
come outside in your bathrobes and tracky-daks to cheer on the runners. Makeshift front yard bands, mimosas, and parties are a tradition in NoDa for this race!

This kind of transition can be difficult for any business. We’re
tied emotionally to our first restaurant, and on top of that, it’s
remained a profitable business. But, as we look to the future,
we’ve determined it’s time for something new.
Enter Ever Andalo. Soon, our team will be serving up Italian food
and pouring Italian wine. For us as a couple, the menu and feelings
here are brought forward from the past when we traveled to Italy
for several months, spending six weeks in northern Italy tracing
Jeff’s unique last name: Tonidandel.
Tonidandel is a very rare name in the U.S., but it traces back to
the Dolomite region of northern Italy, where there are hundreds
of Tonidandels. One of the villages in that region is called Andalo,
and it is the town that was the genesis of the name Tonidandel
(think: Antonio di Andalo, which eventually became Tonidandel).
At Ever Andalo, we’re so thrilled to bring guests dishes inspired by
our experiences in Italy. While most of Crepe Cellar’s tried-andtrue items will fade away, we’re bringing forward some that we’ve
gotten really good at (like homemade burrata and house-made
pasta). Our wine will be exclusively Italian, all selected by our
Sommelier at Supperland, Michael Klinger, who happens to serve
as the U.S. Chianti ambassador.
Our transition will be a bit unique, as we have 25 team members,
and we want to do everything we can to keep them financially
secure. We’ll do a lot of the build-out on Mondays, when Crepe
Cellar is closed, so that when the time comes to totally flip to Ever
Anadalo, we can make it happen as quickly as possible.
Crepe Cellar’s Executive Chef, Steve Kuney, has been with us since
our very first day over a dozen years ago. He will be moving into a
corporate chef position to help across our business. Therefore, we’re seeking an executive chef at
Ever Andalo – a hard-working individual, experienced in Italian cooking, with a positive attitude and
excited to take on opening a new restaurant.
For Jeff and I, life is about growth. It’s about taking risks, being courageous enough to revise what we’ve
created, and get better at what we do. We’re excited about offering something new that inspires, uplifts,
and brings even more joy to this city. Please follow along on Crepe Cellar’s Instagram to watch us bring
this new project to life. We can’t wait for you to experience this special place!

Celebrating noda's first Urbie
IN GOOD COMPANY:
Great Transit/Trail-Oriented
Development
The Metropolitan
Great 10-Min. Neighborhood
Plaza Midwood
Great Neighborhood Center

NoDa

Great Activity Center
Camden Road
Great New Life for Old Place
Optimist Hall
Great Public Space
Little Sugar Creek Greenway
Great Placemaking
Camp North End
Great Street
Tryon Street
Great Street Redesign
9th Street
Great Street Action
Black Lives Matter Mural
Great Urban Architecture
The Railyard
Great Neighborhood Activist
Darryl Gaston (in memoriam)
Great Student Project
Queens Park Proposal/NS
Railyard Design
The Crown Jewel
Historic West End Initiatives

By Gavin Toth

Last month, the board of the NoDa NBA was invited to attend Charlotte’s first
Urban Design Awards, the Urbies (think The Dundies from “The Office,” but
fewer shenanigans). This awesome event was put on by the City of Charlotte
Urban Design Center (UDC) and the University of North Carolina at Charlotte
School of Architecture.

When I arrived at the Charlotte Urban Design Center, I noticed some great-looking awards from
our very own NoDa neighbor, Joel Bonasera of @makingthingsclt! There was a solid group of
people around, ranging from the old-school and innovative Harvey Gantt, to the internet-famous
Clayton Sealey (@CLTDevelopment). I’ll admit, I did feel a bit underdressed. But hey, I was just
representing NoDa the best way I know how!
During a quick meet and greet, folks were able to mingle and catch up before the start of the
award ceremony, and see displays of the other great winners! NoDa was lucky enough to win the
award for Great Neighborhood Center. You might ask: What does this mean? Who voted for this?
The Urbies are meant to exemplify the importance of urban design throughout our great city. With
the now-annual Urban Design Awards, both the UDC and Charlotte School of Architecture will
commemorate different parts of our city for their unique qualities. Long term, these awards will
hopefully provide a meaningful place for discussion about the city’s innovative forms of urban
design.
There were 15 awards in total, given out to various neighborhoods, people, art installations, and
even outdoor spaces like the Little Sugar Creek Greenway! A big shout-out to our neighbors and
friends in Plaza Midwood, who won for Great Ten-Minute Neighborhood! A diverse 10-member
jury, including our often-referenced Tom Hanchett, discussed at length and then meticulously
selected who would receive each award.
I was honored to be able to attend the ceremony and to represent the NoDa NBA in receiving
the Urbie award for Great Neighborhood Center. Fortunately for everyone in attendance, I did
not have to give a speech! I am obviously in full agreement with the jury for its recognition of our
unique, eclectic, and amazing neighborhood, and I know I am not alone in that sentiment. There
are many varying aspects of our neighborhood that make it great – think of how many folks from
out of town, a nearby town, or directly from Charlotte, walk up and down North Davidson and
36th streets, and all of the other side streets, and are able to enjoy the street art, murals, shops,
cafes, restaurants, bars, and breweries we offer. It’s practically innumerable. Between staples like
Evening Muse, Pura Vida, Growlers, and Local Loaf, and relative newcomers like Mac Tabby, TAC
gallery, and The Exchange, how could we not be recognized for Great Neighborhood Center?!
A big thank you to the City of Charlotte UDC and the University of North Carolina at Charlotte
School of Architecture, and all the jurors who chose NoDa!
Here’s a link for more info: charlottenc.gov/newsroom/cityhighlights/Pages/Urban-DesignAwards.aspx
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NORTH CHARLOTTE ON Thursday, Jan. 7, 1909:
How Lewis Hine’s North Charlotte photographs changed America

By Evan Plante

For the past year, NoDa News has focused a lot of attention on the
history of North Charlotte’s mill days. It has been exciting to watch the
third and final historic Johnston Mill being preserved, and it’s been a pleasure to share stories
and photos and maps with all of our new and old NoDa neighbors.
We are lucky to have significant documentation of the earliest days of our neighborhood
available to us. Many cities have had countless generations of residents, perhaps so many
that it’s hard to remember that we are part of a large tapestry of people who will occupy this
place. Whether you filled up your car with gas at the Dog Bar in its former use, or fill up your
belly at Haberdish, the places we call home and work were part of the past lives of just a few
generations.
On Thursday, Jan. 7, 1909, a man named Lewis Hine arrived in what is now NoDa and
photographed North Charlotte well into the middle of the night. Perhaps you know Lewis Hine
by his iconic photography of steel workers on lunch break atop the Empire State Building. You
may also have seen his striking portraits of disheveled children staring back from their jobs in
America’s industry.
Lewis Hine arrived on Jan. 7 without fanfare. He wasn’t invited here, and certainly was less
than welcome in certain circles of industry. The North Charlotte Mills and Villages were not
part of the City of Charlotte yet, and were in fact a company town where most buildings,
roads, and people were owned in some way or another by the industry and businessmen of
the day. Mr. Hine’s job was to smuggle in his photography equipment, have a look around, and
not get caught.
Hine was known as a muckraker. He was part of a progressive academic social movement in
America that pioneered journalism to affect national policy and change. In 1907, Hine was
part of the Pittsburgh Survey, a landmark of the Progressive Era (1900-1920) that activated
the conscience and empathy of the American public to the human conditions of the urban
environment in the Industrial Era. Lewis Hine documented the hard lives and working
conditions of marginalized Americans, and this is specifically why he came to North Charlotte.
The tradition of photo-journalism muckraking exists today because of people like Lewis Hine.
While muckraking may sound like a dirty word, the implication was that the raker must sort
through the muck to find the objective truth. In the Progressive Era, the muck was created by
corrupt practices between business and government policy, and that is likely still as relevant
today. Aren’t we all muckrakers at times with our iPhones, exposing what we see to influence
our peers? However, in Hine’s case, his photographs were burned onto glass slides with
primitive portable equipment. And he had to ferry the glass by train or car for months on his
tour of the Carolina Piedmont.
It must have been a challenge for Hine to document the wistful, exhausted gaze of children
as young as six and seven years old from their dangerous overnight positions on the textile
lines. Many of Hine’s photographs are of the night workers, adults and children who had only
recently arrived to North Charlotte to start this new job in the brand new Southern textile mills.
The children in Hine’s photographs would have cleaned the lint and grease from themselves
in the community bathhouse before walking the same streets and sleeping in the same mill
houses that we care for today in NoDa.
Hine and his fellow muckrakers were integral in swaying the public to demand child labor laws
in the United States. According to the 1900 census, 18 percent of the American workforce
were children aged 10 to 15. By 1924, the issue had legislation creeping through state and
federal law, and culminated finally in the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938.
Lewis Hine’s time in North Charlotte is so valuable for the people of NoDa. We can look back
at the smudged faces of children and uneducated laborers who built NoDa’s community, and
see how much we have all changed in only a few generations. How much will NoDa change in
the next generations?
Lewis Hine’s glass slides are now protected and celebrated in the Library of Congress, but sadly
Mr. Hine never got to see his work celebrated in his lifetime. After his January 1909 trip to
the Carolina Piedmont, Hine continued to document the Red Cross in WWI, the Empire State
Building, the Great Depression, and the Tennessee Valley Authority. But as he produced more
and more damning journalism against the corporate industrial complex, he was increasingly
blacklisted by paying patrons. He lost his house, applied for welfare, and died in debt in 1940.
The glass slides from Thursday, Jan. 7, 1909 (along with his life’s work) were shuttled between
the defunct Photo League, refused by the Museum of Modern Art, and finally cared for by
George Eastman in New York. Patrons continued to push Hine’s legacy to today, wherein any
search engine can return results for the faces and lives of North Charlotte’s first families.
An important part of our mission at NoDa News is to provide context for how our
neighborhood is changing in real time. We always hope to document an opening or closing
business, a community plan for action, or shift in the interests of the people who make up our
neighborhood. We will continue to grow and change as a community, but we will eventually
leave behind a document of who took care of NoDa in 2021.

Lewis Hine Collection c/o Library of Congress. Hine (right) photographed North Charlotte while touring the Carolina Piedmont.
Top: The overnight mill workers at the Highland Park Mill #3
(shown below*) taken on the night of Thursday, Jan. 7th, 1909.
*Highland Park Mill as viewed from what is now North Davidson Street, shown here before construction of the center brick
building that now is home to Heist and Benny’s Pizza.

Diversity mural celebrates all at NoDa Brewing
By Jenn Harrison

NoDa Brewing has a beer style and, now, a beautiful mural for all. The brewery
recently celebrated its first decade with multiple days of festivities and a taproom
mural dedicated to diversity by local artist Carla Garrison-Mattos featuring its
motto: NoDa Brewing Company...where diversity is brewed and inclusion is
served.

The Diversity Mural celebrates the brewery’s staff, who championed it, as well
as customers, the NoDa community, and beyond. They hope it invokes feelings of welcoming and
belonging for everyone, regardless of ancestry, gender, orientation, beliefs, and abilities. It’s jam-packed
with representation and the brewery thinks as far as diversity murals go, it’s pretty, well...diverse! There
also will be a plaque beside it with the motto in Braille.
The next time you visit the taproom on N. Tryon Street, look for your favorite areas of the mural, as well
as legend sheets around the tables or bars explaining the symbols. The brewery created it to carry the
spirit of diversity and belonging as far as it can go, and they hope everyone enjoys it!

Taproom calendar of events
Nov. 1: Barks & Brews
Nov. 2: You Drink We Donate
Nov. 3: Run Club. Sip & Paint
Nov. 4: Trivia
Nov. 5: Hoppy Holidays IPA release
Friends of Queens Park event
Nov. 6: BRB Christmas Market
Cheese & charcuterie board class
Nov. 7: Yoga. Run Club
Nov. 8: Barks & Brews
Nov. 9: You Drink We Donate
Nov. 10: Run Club
Nov. 11: Closed
Nov. 12: Open early, 10 a.m.
Cranberry Gose release. NHCM Expo

Nov. 13: Treats by Marisol
Nov. 14: Yoga. Run Club
Evan’s Epilepsy Cornhole Tournament
Nov. 15: Barks & Brews
Nov. 16: You Drink We Donate
Nov. 17: Run Club
Nov. 18: Trivia
Nov. 20: Cupcake Decorating
Nov. 21: Yoga. Run Club
Nov. 22: Barks & Brews
Nov. 23: You Drink We Donate
Nov. 24: Run Club. Sip & Paint
Nov. 25: Closed
Nov. 26: Open early at 12 p.m.
Captain PB’s Choc. Revenge release
Nov. 28: Yoga. Run Club
Nov. 29: Barks & Brews

For food trucks, plus event details, updates, additions or cancellations, check the brewery website
or social media. Yoga will continue as far as it can into November. Certain events require tickets or
registration even if free.

photo by: Carla Garrison-Mattos
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Get a handle on your trash!
What every NoDa resident needs to know about trash,
recycling, & other things you want out of your home
New to NoDa? Curbside recycling day is every other Monday
We all have to get rid of stuff, whether it’s because it’s old like clothing, smelly like food waste, or
just not something we need anymore. But throwing everything in the garbage isn’t sustainable.
Are you looking for more ways to get rid of stuff? We have a guide for you.
Our infographic is easy to cut out for your fridge or someplace else, and shows the top kinds of
waste we generate, and how to reduce it through refusing, reusing, repairing, regifting, recovering,
and recycling (more on each of these below).
Why not just put everything in the trash?
How many reasons do you need? If you are focused on money and taxes, it actually costs money
to throw things away, so less trash means lower costs for us and the city. If you love the earth or
health, less garbage means less put into landfills, which can leach into water supplies. Some people
like the challenge of reducing waste. And if you’re into organization, it can be fun to sort things.
How can we reduce what we throw in the trash?
The six Rs get us started.
To start, you can refuse to get things at all, like unnecessary items, wrapping, or plastics. We did a
series on this a few years ago if you want tips (visit noda.org/reducing-waste).
Try reusing things until they’re worn out when possible, by buying reusable rather than disposable,
for example.
Repairing extends the life of electronics, furnishings, and other items, potentially for years, with a
little paint, glue, or nails.
Regifting takes things we just don’t use anymore and gives them to others who might want them,
like through “buy less” Facebook groups or charities.
Recovering allows us to separate recyclables or other useful items from something at the end of
its life.
And when all else fails, we can recycle some items, like glass and metal, as well as some electronics
and even plastic bags.

Recycling FAQs
Recycling provides an opportunity to
avoid creating garbage, but only when
we are careful.
Don’t wish-cycle – just because you
want something to be recycled doesn’t
mean it can be. Pay attention to what
is accepted, because adding more
items actually costs more and can lead
businesses and governments to stop
recycling.
Be aware of the limits of recycling –
things like glass and metals can be
recycled many times, but plastics have
more limited lives. Most plastics are
“downcycled” into goods that won’t be
recycled again, like bags and jackets.
You can find more information on the
Greenification page at noda.org/nodanba/committees/greenification
More information
Our Greenification webpage has
more links and information, including
upcoming paper shredding events by
the county (Nov. 20, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.),
schedules for trash and recycling
pickup, and more on some of the topics
above.
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A NEW COWORKING SPACE
FLEX SPACE Starting at $100/Month
PRIVATE OFFICES Starting at $400/Month

Sign Up for a Free Tour to See Our Offices, Suites & Desks
Suites For 3-20 Members | Conference Rooms
Outdoor Areas | Ample Parking | Bike Storage
High Speed WiFi | Podcast Studio | Free Coffee

CongregateNoDa.com
info@congregatenoda.com | 980.296.1755
3117 Whiting Avenue
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GET INVOLVED MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS JOIN A COMMITTEE PROMOTE a BUSINESS

NODA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
join the all-volunteer voice of the noda neighborhood on

(60-90 mins, once a month)

The NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association is a 501c3 non-profit community group, and
began as the Historic North Charlotte Neighorhood Association in the late 1980s. We have met
monthly for four decades, and continue to meet virtually during the COVID Pandemic.
The NoDa NBA has high hopes to
hold our first in-person neighborhood association meeting since
2020, but due to Covid conditions
we will again meet virtually.

Zoom Meeting Room:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6617270908
Next Meeting Date:
Tuesday, November 2, at 6:30 p.m.

