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Ever wonder if your house sits on top of an old burial 
ground? There are quite a few of them in NoDa.

Could you have sworn you have seen a ghostly silhouette 
of a mill worker walking the grounds of Highland Park Mill #3? Perhaps you’ve even smelled 
smoke shortly after he disappears? Count yourself one of many.

Is there a reason walking the railroad tracks at night is super creepy? And is it really because 
of the multiple ghosts that traverse it, shoulder to shoulder with you? Yes. Most definitely yes.

Maybe none of these questions or occurrences has ever happened to you. But they have 
happened to your neighbors. 

All of these tales, and more, have happened right here in our little neighborhood. The Back in 
the Day History Committee has researched stories, interviewed people who have lived here for 
generations, and simply listened to your own ghost stories over the years. We’ve compiled the 
best of them into walking tours of the neighborhood.

That’s right, it’s time for our 12th Annual NoDa Ghosts & Legends Walking Tour. We’re back for 
a full night in person and outdoors after a tropical storm in 2019 cut our tours short, and after 
the pandemic moved us to a mostly virtual tour in 2020. 

We offer a different route each year, so you will be guaranteed to hear something new even if 
you’ve been on any of our past tours. Some of the basics, in case you aren’t familiar with our 
excursions:

Who: Back in the Day History Committee, along with the hundreds of ghosts, spirits, and 
legends that still hang out in NoDa. And YOU, of course.

What: Walking tour of the neighborhood. Don’t worry about special shoes, however. We stick 
to city streets and will not be going over any rough terrain. Tours last approximately one hour.

When: One night only on Saturday, Oct. 16. Tours will begin at 6:30 p.m. and run nonstop 
until the last tour leaves around 10:45 p.m. No joke. We’ll have tours leaving around every 15 
minutes so you won’t have to wait around too long for the next one to start.

Where: We will be setting up our table around Jack Beagles, near N. Davidson and 36th 
streets. We’ll have a sign and will be dressed in period clothes from the early mill days of the 
neighborhood. Seriously, we’ll look weird. You can’t miss us.

Why: Because it’s one of the most singularly cool things you’ll ever experience in your 
life. Ever. Plus everyone else is doing it, so hop on board. It’s also a great way to hear about 
NoDa’s rich and colorful history from our beginnings as mill villages to now. Lastly, you may find 
out that your house is on our tour and is in fact sitting over an ancient burial ground. Knowing 
that is worth its weight in gold.

How: Tickets will be available the night of the event. All you have to do is swing by our table 
and tell us how many you need and what tour you want to join. We advise coming early to 
secure your tickets, however, even if you plan on going later in the evening.  

How much (most important question): FREE!!! But donations to the nonprofit Back in the 
Day Committee, a local group of volunteers with NoDa’s best interest in mind, are gratefully 
accepted so we can keep doing things like this in the neighborhood.
 
Shoot us an email if you do have any questions about the tour, would like to be more involved 
with the committee, have a ghost story of your own that you’d like to share, or if you know 
of any current or former resident who we should interview so that we can capture our 
neighborhood’s history: backintheday@noda.org.

By Back In the Day Committee

SAT
OCT
16th
6:30-10:45
EVERY 15 MINS

The residents and workers of North Charlotte on Thursday, January 7, 1909 as photo-
graphed by Lewis Hine (c/o Library of Congress). Perhaps their ghosts still haunt the 
neighborhood, including many of the children who worked this overnight shift at the 
Highland Park #3 mill. Join us next month in NoDa News as we tell the story of Lewis 
Hine’s visit to Charlotte. 

th
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The Independent Picture House targets Thanksgiving opening

Construction is in full swing at The 
Independent Picture House, with the 
goal of opening on Thanksgiving.

The nonprofit arthouse cinema, run by the Charlotte 
Film Society, will be at 4237 Raleigh Street, about 
a quarter-mile from the LYNX Blue Line’s Sugar 
Creek Station. The nonprofit announced its plans 
for the three-screen theater last year, as a place for 
independent, classic, and foreign films that will also 
serve as the home of film festivals and a resource 
for local filmmakers. It came after the closure of 
Charlotte’s beloved Manor Theatre, as well as Regal 
Ballantyne and other arthouse cinemas.

Work is now well underway at the cinema, with the 
two larger auditoriums framed in and their electrical 
roughed in, the plumbing roughed in, and projection 
equipment, screens, curtains, and seats on order. 
Brad Ritter, president of the Charlotte Film Society, 
said ticket and membership pricing will be announced 
soon, as will concession options. The group hopes to 
work with local businesses like bakeries and breweries 
as much as possible for that. 

A GoFundMe campaign for the cinema wrapped 
up at the end of September, after raising more than 
$127,000 of its $150,000 goal through hundreds of 
donations. But your donations are still needed – visit 
charlottefilmsociety.org to contribute. The film society 
is a 501(c)(3) so all donations are tax-deductible.

In the meantime before the cinema opens, the film 
society’s Charlotte Film Festival runs Oct. 13-17 at 
Ayrsley Grand Cinema. Ritter said the festival schedule 
will be released in early October. 

By Whitney Stein
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NoDa Brewing turns 10!

By Jenn Harrison
Ten years seems young but it’s old for a Charlotte brewery. It’s practically impossible to imagine that just 10 years ago, NoDa Brewing was only the second in town!    

The humble brewhouse and taproom on N. Davidson Street opened its doors for the first time on October 29, 2011. It came to be known lovingly by employees, and then publicly, 
as The OG upon the addition of the brewery’s second, much larger, North End location. The OG taproom was open until COVID-19 hit.
  
Know your NoDa Brewing history
• The brewery holds gold, silver, and bronze medals from: The World 

Beer Cup, Great American Beer Festival (GABF), and U.S. Open Beer 
Championship, from 2012 to recently.

• A year after opening, Coco Loco Porter won silver at GABF (there 
was no gold awarded in that category that year). 

• Less than three years after opening, Hop Drop ‘N Roll IPA received 
gold at the World Beer Cup and the brewery suddenly skyrocketed 
into national and international visibility.  

• Gordgeous Pumpkin Ale received “double” GABF golds, two 
different years.   

• The brewery started with one Sprinter van (affectionately known 
as S1) for deliveries, and it’s still in use today, with a rebuilt engine.  

• The brewery is the original brewery run club, thanks to a former 
employee and still close friend Brian Mister of Around the Crown 
10K.

• A major 16,000 square feet North End expansion is set to open in 
2022.  

It’s time to party! Make sure you hop, drop, and stop by the North End 
taproom for these fun anniversary weekend festivities, which kick off 
Thursday, Oct. 28. Check nodabrewing.com for more information.  

• Thursday, Oct. 28: NoDa Brewing trivia
• Friday, Oct. 29: Eight beer releases (including some former fan 

favorites), live bands, and special tour by co-owner and head 
brewer Chad Henderson 

• Saturday, Oct. 30: Family-friendly activities (including a dunking 
booth), brewery tours, and DJ

• Sunday, Oct. 31: costume contest and family-friendly Halloween 
movie

Taproom calendar of events (Pre-anniversary weekend)
• Oct. 1: Drop Dead Gordgeous beer release, Queen’s Park  

     event by Lend Scout, free live music.
• Oct. 2: The Holistic House Sip + Shop vendor market &  

     yoga
• Oct. 3: Dancing Ox coffee roasters pop-up 
• Oct. 5: You Drink We Donate (YDWD) for Feeding Charlotte
• Oct. 8: Thirst Trap beer release
• Oct. 9: Sit. Sip. Songs free music with J Candeed, Minted  

     Green pop-up
• Oct. 10: Mad Plant Mama pop-up
• Oct. 11: Open at 12 p.m. for Indigenous Peoples Day,        

     Barks & Brews benefiting Aussome Aussies
• Oct. 12: YDWD for Campus Pride, Nest Realty      

     homebuyer class
• Oct. 14: Ladies Lifestyle Network market with   

     12-15 vendors
• Oct. 15: Identity Crisis beer release, Outdoor movie        

     (Hocus Pocus) hosted by ISF
• Oct. 16: 4th Annual Nurturing Parenthood event by         

      Mind.Baby.Body, Sweet Spot & Loaded Coffee          
     workshops, Sit. Sip. Songs with Analog Crash

• Oct. 19: Symphony on Tap
• Oct. 21: Live music by Chatham Rabbits
• Oct. 22: Purely Intentional beer release 
• Oct. 22: Beers 4 Equality  
• Oct. 23: Nevin’s Royal Chili Cook-Off, Handcrafted Market  

     CLT
• Oct. 24: BFB Foundation Fundraiser
• Oct. 27: Sweet Spot Studio & Cakesicle workshops
• Check the website and Facebook events for this month’s          

    food trucks, plus event details, updates, and additions.  
    Certain events require tickets or registration even if        
    free.
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There’s a new spot to treat yourself in NoDa!

Sweet news for NoDa: 

Pepperbox Doughnuts recently opened its second Charlotte location at 2810 N. Davidson Street, 
across the street from Heist. Its first shop has been open since 2019 in South End. 

Fresh doughnuts are made daily, with a seasonal menu featuring classics like glazed and chocolate 
frosted, and unique flavors like cinnamon spiced maple bourbon and peach fritter. The shop has a 
variety of vegan options as well. 

Pepperbox is open from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday (but all hours are subject to change if the doughnuts sell out!). There is parking 
behind the store.

Happy fall, NoDa! It’s a great time of year in the neighborhood, with topics big and small in front 
of us to go along with the chilled weather and crisper winds. As with September, there’s still no 
timetable for a return to in-person monthly meetings in the back room of Heist. While we’d all love 
to be in person to discuss current issues, the pandemic continues to rear its head and the risk is 
simply too great. We’ll hope to return to in-person meetings as soon as conditions improve.
  
One of the more prominent topics in front of us is Forrest Hill rezoning along 36th Street. After a 
long waiting period, changes and productive discussions are finally beginning to happen with the 
project, albeit not as quickly or dramatically as we would like. The developer has made several 
compromises around height and massing, though a gap still remains between the neighborhood’s 
ideal vision and that of the developers. At the same time, comments and requests from the City’s 
Planning Staff are coming in, which will have a significant impact on future design iterations. Stay 
tuned at the October NBA meeting as more discussions, changes, and votes (both City and NBA) 
are coming soon.

Other rezonings are beginning in the neighborhood as well: there’s a yet-to-be-defined project 
near the Food Lion on lower 34th Street, and the old Art Hole/Soda Shoppe building on 35th Street 
is trying to take on new life again, though effectively utilizing the small scale of that parcel always 
proves challenging. Stay tuned at future NBA meetings for updates as these projects unfold.

At the October meeting, we’ll hold the annual NBA Board elections. There’s still time to become 
a part of the volunteer committee that works on topics across NoDa. This year, we have a specific 
need for treasurer and secretary roles, as well as various committee leads. If you’re interested, the 
voting takes place with the October monthly meeting, and terms officially begin in January 2022. 
Volunteers are welcomed and encouraged!

But it’s not all business around town: October has some seriously fun – and seriously spooky 
– events for the neighborhood as we get into the holiday season. On Oct. 16, the Ghosts and 
Legends Tour prowls through the streets of NoDa. Hear tales of ghostly mill workers and long-
forgotten train track victims under an autumnal moon. On Saturday, Oct. 30, the NoDa Freaky 5K 
hits the streets, with a route beginning at The Company Store, traveling all the way down Charles 
Ave toward 36th, then back up to CoSto. Cheer along the runners, or join in the fun! There’s an 
after-party scheduled at The Company Store. The next night, Halloween is celebrated on 35th 
Street between Spencer and McDowell, as the streets are made pedestrian-only beginning at 5 
p.m. for trick-or-treating. Young ghouls and goblins take over the street en masse as 35th turns 
into a large Halloween party. 

In November, the Charlotte marathon will wind its way through NoDa. The watch party is especially 
festive along 35th Street, which funnels racers through an inspiring stretch of live music and 
raucous cheering. It’s always a fun morning on the fall NoDa calendar. 

All that’s to say – stay engaged, NoDa. It’s a great time to get involved, attend a meeting or event, 
or get to know some of the fantastic folks that also call our little Mill Villages home. We’ll see you soon!

board notesPepperbox Doughnuts opens new shop
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Finding the beauty within
Between living in 
Manhattan and South 
Florida, I have been 
exposed to some of 
the most ridiculous 

standards of beauty there are.

Since moving to Charlotte, I’ve discovered 
a more…tolerant view on beauty – not 
because Charlotte is tolerant, but because 
the people and places I choose to be around 
offer a breath of fresh air.
 
That said, NoDa is by far THE MOST come-
as-you-are place to be you.  In NoDa, you 
can be a size two or a size 22. Here, you can 
have a blended family, be in an interracial 
relationship (or not), have tattoos from head 
to toe (or none), be young, be old, be gay, be 
straight (or anything in between). Outside 
of those (new) religious zealots who have 
recently begun parking themselves outside 
of Fu’s Custom Tattoo on the weekends 
(making NoDa guests cross the street to 
avoid them), nobody cares.

Through my personal life’s ups and downs, 
I have released European standards of 
beauty for my own brand of beauty. Gone 
are the days of relaxing and coloring my hair, 
trying to be a size two, and all else ridiculously promoted by my former favorite magazines. I realize 
now that the most beautiful people in the world have confidence and comfort in their own skin.

This does not mean I don’t have a gazillion oils and potions on my bathroom vanity, or that I don’t 
care about how I look. On the contrary: It’s just that my personal style is no longer based on what 
others think. 

I have endured many losses in my journey to this realization, and each loss helped me realize 
something about myself. Among them are: strength, courage, endurance, patience, selflessness, 
humility, and very, very strong boundaries – qualities that, although others may have seen in me, I 
had not seen in myself.

I want to share a beauty tip with you, Reader. And no, this will not require you visiting me at 
Curio, Craft & Conjure to buy anything. All you’ll need is a pencil and paper. But let me offer some 
background information first.

By Gina Spriggs

Inner beauty exercise

A wonderful way to concentrate on your inner beauty is to draw a lotus flower with 10 petals. On 
each petal, write something you admire about yourself that isn’t a physical feature. You will be 
surprised at how many gorgeous inner qualities you possess! 

Put your lotus drawing in a visible place you can see daily. As you realize more qualities about 
yourself, add more petals!

Allow your inner beauty and confidence to be your gift to the world. Doing so invites those around 
you to do the same.

The lotus flower has long been associated 
with the crown chakra. The crown chakra 
supports our life purpose and connection 
to the Divine. Lotus oil is considered one 
of the most beautiful oils to heal the skin, 
adding a fragrant glow. Placed on the 
crown chakra, it can support meditative 
states.

On a metaphysical level, the lotus 
represents enlightenment – seeing the 
inner beauty of all beings, rather than 
just their outward appearance.

If (or when) you find yourself placing too 
much importance on your physical looks, 
I invite you to rethink your position. 
There is nothing wrong with wanting to 
look your best, but when you constantly 
judge yourself (or others) negatively, 
solely based on physical appearance, it 
is a sign of being out of alignment with 
(whatever you call) God.

Let’s face it, youth and good looks are 
fleeting. Your inner qualities (such as 
kindness, compassion, joy, loyalty, 
truthfulness, and honor) are what truly 

matter. After all, our bodies are merely a temporary temple designed to carry us through this life. 
When we leave this world, we will be remembered for our inner qualities and contributions to those 
around us and the lives of others.

Charlotte native Gina Spriggs has a global cult-following for her book The Intuitive Tarot 
Workbook and her courses The Art of Intuitive Tarot and The Secrets of Tarot Cards for 
Creating Abundance on DailyOM. NoDa folks can visit her in the flesh! Get a reading, grab 
a tarot deck, or get a custom carved candle by visiting Gina (and her daughter Gianna) at 
Curio, Craft & Conjure at 3204 North Davidson, Suite C (upstairs).
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CongregateNoDa.com
info@congregatenoda.com | 980.296.1755

3117 Whiting Avenue

A NEW COWORKING SPACE

FLEX SPACE Starting at $100/Month
PRIVATE OFFICES Starting at $400/Month

Sign Up for a Free Tour to See Our Offices, Suites & Desks
Suites For 3-20 Members | Conference Rooms 
Outdoor Areas | Ample Parking | Bike Storage 
High Speed WiFi | Podcast Studio | Free Coffee



FIRST
TUESDAY

OF EVERY

MONTH NODA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
GET INVOLVED   MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS   JOIN A COMMITTEE   PROMOTE a BUSINESS

join the all-volunteer voice of the noda neighborhood on           (60-90 mins, once a month) 

The NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association is a 501c3 non-profit community group, and 
began as the Historic North Charlotte Neighorhood Association in the late 1980s. We have met 
monthly for four decades, and continue to meet virtually during the COVID Pandemic. 

The NoDa NBA has high hopes to 
hold our first in-person neighbor-
hood association meeting since 
2020, but due to Covid conditions 
we will again meet virtually.

Zoom Meeting Room: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6617270908 

Next Meeting Date:
Tuesday, October 5, at 6:30 p.m.

Please anticipate parking and road 

closures in NoDa, plan accordingly! 


