
@NoDaNews /NoDaCLT @NoDaCLT  

NODA.ORG

blog.noda.org

H i stor i c  Arts & Enterta inment V i llage

news@noda.orgSEPTEMBER 2021 VOL. 15, ISS. 08

FAMILIAR FACES AT SUMMIT COFFEE                        SUPPORT VHES STUDENTS                                 NODA’S SECRET GARDENS                        FREAKY 5K SIGN-UPS OPEN NOW!                SEPTEMBER NODA NBA MEETING WILL BE VIRTUAL, FOR A BIT LONGER....

THANKS FOR THE 
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Herrin Bros. KEPT NODA WARM AND COOL FOR nearly A CENTURY

By Back In the Day Committee

c/o Charlotte Observer, Sept 30, 1934

A Herrin Bros. 
ledger from 
1953 with the 
names and 
addresses to 
be kept warm
(c/o a NoDa 
Neighbor who 
found during 
demolition on
36th Street).

Until its recent demolition, Herrin Bros. Coal and Ice 
dominated its spot on 36th Street north of the tracks. Its 
iconic sign and building marquee looked as though it had 
been there since the company was founded in 1929. 
However, Herrin Bros. was born not on 36th, 
but on the street that shares its name 

and is located a few blocks away.

Herrin Bros. Coal began as an offshoot of the Herrin family’s North 
Charlotte Lumber Company. Marshall E. Herrin, a farmer and 
lumberman, relocated from Cabarrus County to Charlotte in the 1920s 
and ran North Charlotte Lumber on what was then called 34th Street. 
City directories show that by 1930, the street had been renamed to 
Herrin Avenue. City directories show that the Herrin families lived near 
36th Street and Salisbury Road, the name for northbound Tryon Street 
at the time.

The “brothers” in Herrin Bros. are two of Marshall’s sons – Luther 
Lee and Carl – who established a coal company on the lumber site, 
roughly where Steel Gardens is today. “Our Coal Will Satisfy,” their ads 
promised in the early days. Customers could get 200 pounds of Blue 
Gem delivered for just $1. Most homes and businesses at the time 
were heated with coal or wood. 

An October 1936 Charlotte Observer article lauded Herrin Bros.’ move 
to a “new and modern headquarters” spanning 6.25 acres at 315 E. 
36th St. The state-of-the art complex included a new brick building for 
offices and weighing equipment as well as six trucks that would deliver coal and wood to any 
home in Charlotte.

Soon after, Lee Herrin built an icehouse on site and the “and Ice” was added to the name. 
Now a typical North Charlotte family also could have a block of ice delivered for their icebox, 
a precursor to the electric refrigerator. During World War II, when milk and ice deliveries were 
restricted due to rubber tire and truck shortages, residents could buy a small milk storage 
chest cooled with ice for just $12.50 to be sure they had plenty of milk on hand.

Herrin continued to adapt to neighborhood needs, adding fuel oil, kerosene, charcoal, and 

Presto logs to its offerings by mid-century. In the 1960s, they added 
building supplies and millwork. Longtime residents remember stopping 
by as children on a hot day for a free handful of ice to eat, a barefoot 
walk on the ice, or a super cold watermelon stored in the icehouse 
in the summer. Countless neighborhood children played on one of 
Herrin’s sponsored sports teams.

Lee’s son, Marshall, worked in the icehouse since he was a boy and 
took over operations during this time. He installed a new icehouse in 
1989 that specialized in ice chips, the type favored by restaurants, 
hotels, and beer coolers citywide. By then, the 300-pound blocks of 
ice were mainly used for sculptures.

The new icehouse came in handy after Hurricane Hugo that year, 
when some neighbors went as long as 13 days with no power. 
People lined up on foot from Herrin’s ice house almost to North 
Davidson just to get ice.

Marshall’s son, Lee, also worked in the family business since he was 
a child and continued as its leader through its transition as strictly a 
wholesale ice distributor. Herrin continued the onsite ice business for 
30 more years, until Grubb Properties began the process of buying the 
property through an Opportunity Fund. The plan is for apartments, 
office space, and retail. The Herrin Ice business has been passed down 
to Lee’s daughters, Grace and Gloria, according to a January 2020 
Axios article.

 As for North Charlotte Lumber, which sold a variety of paint and roofing 
and building materials, it operated at 735 Herrin Avenue until at least 1961, though ads to 
sell the business appeared as early as 1955. By 1963, Transit Mix Concrete was listed there 
in city directories and through the 1970s, Asphalt Construction Co.

In the mid-2000s, the developers of Steel Gardens planned to save the original Herrin 
building to convert into a coffee shop or deli, as well as a 23,000 square foot warehouse. 
The warehouse was saved, becoming today’s Royal Truss condos. The Herrin Bros. 
600-square-foot brick building, however, was too expensive to renovate according to the 
developer, and was demolished.
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Familiar faces bring new energy, old school NoDa vibe to Summit Coffee

Despite new management at Summit Coffee’s NoDa location, neighborhood locals will recognize familiar faces. John 
Varvaro, supported by spouse Melissa and daughter Ryleigh, is bringing new energy with old school NoDa vibes.

Summit Coffee is not Varvaro’s first beverage rodeo. JV, as he’s known by friends, originally came to NoDa from New 
York in 2005 to work the family business at Hawthorne’s Pizza. He eventually moved careers to PBR for more than 
a decade, running field marketing events and installations. In 2015/16, JV managed Art Hole NoDa (located at 35th 
and Whiting Ave.), a pop-up art gallery that doubled as a neighborhood hangout. Hosting Friday night cookouts and 
fundraising events, JV worked to keep the NoDa vibe alive, by creating an opportunity for artists to show and sell an 
estimated $70,000 of art while keeping 100 percent of the sale. JV plans to continue this tradition at Summit Coffee, 
hosting local artists in a commission-free space.

In 2008, JV’s path crossed with Melissa Close, who was moonlighting as a Bud Light girl to subsidize her teacher’s 
salary. Both worked in the beverage industry, and they shared mutual friends, but their love story began on a fateful 
night after Melissa had been stood up and went to drown her sorrows at Sanctuary, a local watering hole. She 
recounts, “Larry was at the bar, and I’m like, ‘Men are terrible.’ He serves me my drink, and I look at the end of the bar, 
and there’s John.” A courtship forged in quintessential NoDa, their dates were at places now long gone, like Center of 
the Earth Gallery. A NoDite in her own right, Melissa’s roots run deep. Longtime residents will remember that before 
Art Hole NoDa occupied the building at 35th and Whiting, it was home to NoDa Yoga, where Melissa was both a 
student and teacher.  As a Regional Training Manager for Sierra Nevada Brewing Co., she’s also a familiar face to many 
in NoDa’s service industry.  

Fast forward nearly 14 years, when the couple was offered the opportunity to participate in Summit Coffee’s expansion 
into NoDa. They knew the investment felt like home, and not just because of the location. “What Summit does really 
well is connect to their community,” Melissa said. “It’s a true bonus that they make a quality product that has a lesser 
impact on the planet. They care deeply about their employees and the education they receive. This is more than just 
a job. It’s important that there’s benefits and mental health days. Summit is the possibility of what you can create in 
community, in a beverage experience, and in a high-quality service. It’s about doing the right thing.”

So, why coffee? Although Melissa is an aficionado, coffee wasn’t really JV’s thing before barista training. But he points 
out that, “much like beer, it’s a beverage that brings people together. Good times, bad times, celebrations, people get 
together and have a coffee.” To those wondering whether NoDa can support another coffee shop, Melissa points out 
that a rising tide lifts all boats. Through JV’s management, and Melissa’s support, they offer a commitment to not only 
making a quality product, but also providing a unique experience that is inherently tied to the NoDa community in an 
authentic way.  “Everyone wants to hold onto gritty because it’s trendy, but we want to hang on to the actual soul of 
the neighborhood,” Melissa said.

By Michelle Fox
Fenix Fotography

Photos by Ryan Sumner
Fenix Fotography

Ryan Sumner is the creative director of Fenix Fotography (www.fenixfoto.
com) and specializes in artful portraiture of business and cultural leaders, 
corporate headshots, and other advertising images. He can photograph you and 
your coworkers at his portrait studio at The Colony in NoDa and is available 
for location work too. His fine artwork is available through his gallery at the 
Charlotte Art League.
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VILLA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY is going “back” to school

We are rolling into September, which means one thing: it’s back to school time! I 
know we had all hoped to see the 2021-22 school year be a more typical one, but 
it is clear that the challenges of the past 18 months remain. As I sit here typing 
this article, I am uncertain of what this new school year will look like and how we 
will be supporting the needs of our students. What I DO know is that the need 
for support is still there. Now, more than ever, our students and teachers need 

advocates in their corner.

My name is Jessika Zimmer. I am the PTA President at Villa Heights Elementary School. VHES is often 
referred to as “The Little School on the Hill” because it sits at the top of Pinckney, directly behind 
Cordelia Park, and has just 115 students enrolled. We may be small, but we sure are mighty! We are 
the neighborhood school for NoDa, Villa Heights, Optimist Park, and Belmont.

This past year, in large part due to the incredible support from our surrounding communities, we 
learned that VHES is #VirtuallyUnstoppable. With your help, we created two separate outdoor learning 
spaces for our students, as well as an outdoor garden full of fresh fruits and veggies. As the parent of a 
fourth grader at VHES, I cannot even begin to express my gratitude for these spaces. Especially as we 
enter into yet another year where being outside and breathing the fresh air are, literally, essential for 
our kids’ health and safety. The support our community showed our school was truly overwhelming. 
It really does take a village and I am so grateful to call this one mine.

Our PTA Board met on June 30 for our annual planning meeting, where we get together to plan out 
all of the events and activities we want to pull off this year. We were so excited to be back together 
that we did go a little overboard! Fall festivals and spring flings and field trips and Sweetheart Dances 
and just about anything we could think of to celebrate being together again. A few short weeks after 
that, the entire plan was, clearly, going to be scrapped. Our plans may have taken a hit, but our 
commitment to the children we serve is as strong as ever. 

By Jessika Zimmer

This new year will come with all sorts of new challenges, and we are ready to meet them head on. 
We will be leaning heavily on our village again to help support our school as needs arise. I know our 
community will come through as it always does. I wish I could provide you all with a bulleted list of 
needs, but, if nothing else, the only thing certain is the uncertainty of all of this. I do know that needs 
WILL arise and we WILL need the support of our community. I hope you will follow along and continue 
supporting us this year. Our incredible students, who are surely smiling under those masks, and the 
superhero teachers standing in front of them deserve all the support we can give them.

Visit our website (villaheightspta.org) to join, donate, or learn more, 
consider following us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter (@
VillaHeightsPTA) to stay up to date with everything going on
in Viking World, and subscribe to our newsletter (email 
hello@villaheightspta.org) to be made aware 
of upcoming needs and
volunteer opportunities.
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Get your costumes ready, NoDa, because 
the NoDaWeen Freaky 5K is just around the 
corner!

The fun run, hosted by the NoDa NBA, is set 
for Saturday, Oct. 30 at 5 p.m. Halloween 
costumes are encouraged! The race will 
start and end at NoDa Company Store, and 
will be followed by a costume contest there 
for race participants.

To sign up, visit nodaween.com. Preregister 
by Oct. 27 to get a T-shirt with your race 
package. 

If you’re not up for a run, grab a spot on 
the race route and cheer on your neighbors 
(costumes encouraged here, too!). Then join 
the post-run fun at NoDa Company Store. 

We’d love to make this an annual tradition, 
so please come out and show your support. 
If you’re interested TO become a sponsor, 
contact Sid at nodafreaky5K@gmail.com.

We could all use some good news, right?! Especially when it’s BIG NEWS for 
the surrounding neighborhood. 

NoDa Brewing is making a major addition to its North End property, to the 
tune of about 16,000 square feet. Construction begins late this year or early 
2022 and will entail:

NoDa Brewing North End levels up!

By Jenn Harrison

Beer releases
Oktoberfest Märzen Lager (Sept. 3)
Gose PINK or Go Home (Sept. 10)

• More interior space for patrons and production
• More private event space
• More outdoor space for patrons including paved parking lot with 200 spots
• Uber pick-up and drop-off points

Live music
Aaron Chance Wilson (Sept. 4)
Symphony on Tap (Sept. 21)
Josh Strecker (Sept. 25)

“We don’t have any grand plans to take over the world. There are plenty of thirsty people in the 
Carolinas. This new investment will take us to the next level,” co-owner and president Suzie Ford 
said.

The taproom will remain open during construction! Speaking of the taproom, here are the September 
happenings…

Food trucks
Bae’s Burgers, Bayou Betty, Big City Bites, 
Burger Box, Carolina Smash, Dumpling Girls, 
Jack’s Treat Truck, Katsu Kart, Mabry’s Que 
House, Mogogo, Patty & the Dogs, Soul Miner’s 
Garden, Taco Love, Tin Kitchen.

Events
Barks & Brews (Mondays)
Brewery tours (FREE! Saturdays 3 p.m. & 5 p.m.)
Run Cub (Weds. 6:30 p.m. & Sundays 12 p.m.)
Trivia (Thursdays 6 p.m.)
Around the Crown 5k After Party (Sept. 5)
IAA & Inlivian Paint/Design Class + Art 
Fundraiser (Sept. 5)
Handcrafted Market CLT (Sept. 10)
Locker Room CLT Vintage Market (Sept. 12)
Usu Company candle class (Sept. 17)
OneBlood blood drive for the Isabella Santos 
Foundation (Sept. 25)
10th Annual Pink Pint Night (Sept. 30)

YDWDs “You Drink We Donate” $1/draft to...
Second Harvest Food Bank (Sept. 7)
UNCC English Grad Student Assoc (Sept. 14)
League of Women Voters (Sept. 21) 
Women’s Impact Fund (Sept. 28)

Have a favorite local nonprofit you’d like to suggest for a YDWD? Simply email events@nodabrewing.
com! Taproom opens early! Sunday, Sept. 5 (10 a.m. – 8 p.m.) Labor Day, Sept. 6 (12 p.m. – 9 p.m.)

Sign up now for Freaky 5K
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NoDa’s hidden gardens revealed at NoDaGardenWalk on Sept. 25
Walking around NoDa, you can often glimpse a hidden garden – someone’s ruby 
tomatoes hanging off a plant, or a raucous burst of yellow daisies. But rarely do 
we get a chance to see the whole thing, or learn about how the growth was 
motivated by childhood memories, a passion for native plants, or the taste of 
fresh-from-the-garden cucumbers. 

But this September 25th, a few garden gates will be open for tours and questions during the first-
ever NoDaGardenWalk. We hope you’ll join us from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. to explore one or more of the 
magical NoDa spaces (a few are listed below, and we’ll add more to the website as they join us). We’ll 
also have a special garden prize (worth $100) for one lucky participant who visits our garden sites. So 
come join us Saturday, Sept. 25 at one or more of the following:

Little Watt Farm (817 E. 35th St): Eddie and Jeanette are masterful gardeners, and have turned 
their backyard on 35th Street into a mix of beds and greenhouses, with life erupting in almost every 
square inch of space. Even better, they love to share what they’ve learned, and occasionally some 
seeds or seedlings. Tours are at 10:30, 11:30, and 12:30.

Highland Mill Montessori Elementary School native plant garden (McDowell at Charles): Chris 
O’Brien has brought his talents for education and gardening together to turn what was once grass 
into a space where flowers, plants, and children can grow. A shaded walking path rings the native 
plant garden and meanders through the nearby trees. Tours are at 10, 11, and 12.

Native plants for beauty and sustainability: Emily Burns has created a not-so-hidden garden in her 
front yard, with help from an Urban Cost Share grant. The garden hosts a variety of native plants 
chosen to both enhance her front yard and match the native flora of Mecklenburg County. While the 
project started with a grant, the long-term value comes in the low level of effort required by these 
plants. Stop by for more information on the grant and native plants.

Big plans for small spaces: Erin Hostetler of the Patio Farmer has worked with many in NoDa to 
create beauty in yards and in much smaller spaces. She’ll be at Local Loaf to show how easily you can 
get started, even if you don’t have (or can’t even grow) grass. Stop by anytime between 10 and 1 to 
chat with Erin about your dream garden. 

We also hope to add a few more gardens or experts to our roster. Email greenification@noda.org to 
add your NoDa space or knowledge, and we’ll keep our event website updated!

Due to the high COVID rates in the region, we encourage everyone to social distance during the tours 
and wear a mask when in close proximity. 

And since rain is always possible, please see our event website for any updates on the event, as well 
as a map: noda.org/noda-nba/committees/greenification/nodagardenwalk.

By Nicole Peterson
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CongregateNoDa.com
info@congregatenoda.com | 980.296.1755

3117 Whiting Avenue

A NEW COWORKING SPACE

FLEX SPACE Starting at $100/Month
PRIVATE OFFICES Starting at $400/Month

Sign Up for a Free Tour to See Our Offices, Suites & Desks
Suites For 3-20 Members | Conference Rooms 
Outdoor Areas | Ample Parking | Bike Storage 
High Speed WiFi | Podcast Studio | Free Coffee



FIRST
TUESDAY

OF EVERY

MONTH NODA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
GET INVOLVED   MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS   JOIN A COMMITTEE   PROMOTE a BUSINESS

join the all-volunteer voice of the noda neighborhood on           (60-90 mins, once a month) 

The NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association is a 501c3 non-profit community group, and 
began as the Historic North Charlotte Neighorhood Association in the late 1980s. We have met 
monthly for four decades, and continue to meet virtually during the COVID Pandemic. 

The NoDa NBA had high hopes to 
hold our first in-person neighbor-
hood association meeting since 
2020, but due to Covid conditions 
we will again meet virtually.

Zoom Meeting Room: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6617270908 

Next Meeting Date:
Tuesday, September 7, at 6:30 p.m.


