
@NoDaNews /NoDaCLT @NoDaCLT  

NODA.ORG

blog.noda.org

H i stor i c  Arts & Enterta inment V i llage

news@noda.orgJUNE 2021 VOL. 15, ISS. 05

HISTORIC CHURCH FACES DEMOLITION                       WELCOME: NORMALCY!                        TIPS ON GROWING SUMMER VEGGIES                           LIVE MUSIC IS BACK                                           NODA NBA BOARD NOTES                          NODA NBA VIRTUAL MEETING

 1st
 JUNE

6:30pm



PAGE 2

Church entwined with NoDa’s history faces demolition
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The red brick church at the corner of 36th and McDowell sits forlorn and empty. There 
are no lively services at what used to be North Charlotte Presbyterian Church, later 
known as Johnston Memorial Presbyterian. A developer under contract to purchase 

the plot intends to demolish the church and adjoining pastor’s manse to build a massive 
apartment complex. But the endangered 1929 building has a rich story to tell about the early days of the 
Mecklenburg mill village.

Beginnings in the mill village
The North Charlotte Presbyterian Church got its start around 1909, when the mill village was in its infancy. R. 
B. Alexander, a prominent grocer and active member of the Mecklenburg Presbytery’s mission movement 
to spread the faith in urban neighborhoods, helped lead a group of white residents in Sunday services and 
Bible study. Their first, temporary location was a room above a store at the corner of 31st and Caldwell (now 
35th and Davidson).

Sometime between 1909 and 1911, services moved to a mill house at 3063 North Alexander, which is still 
standing although in much-renovated form. Finally, in 1911, the church erected a building of its own near 
the corner of what is now 35th and Alexander. According to the Charlotte Observer, R.B. Alexander himself 
paid the construction costs of the simple frame building. 

In its early years as a mission, the church had a revolving door of preachers. The first was J.A. 
Satterfield, who started his career as an employee of the Ada Cotton Mill. Satterfield was not an 
ordained minister but a trained “mission worker.” 

The first ordained minister to serve the congregation was George Cheek, who had just graduated 
from seminary when he arrived in North Charlotte in 1911. Like the many ministers who followed 
him, Cheek stayed only a few years before being called to a permanent post.

During its first decade, North Charlotte Presbyterian was often in the news, especially for holding 
evangelical revivals with visiting preachers whose gifted speaking and singing drew crowds. Two 
separate revivals held in 1918 in the midst of World War I each lasted 10 days and received coverage 
in the Observer.  

Rebuilt from the ashes
On December 30, 1928, calamity struck when the wooden church building burned to the ground. 
The blaze started during the Sunday morning worship service, but there were no reported injuries. 
Of the interior furnishings, only the piano and the pulpit survived the conflagration. 

Plans for rebuilding quickly commenced, with funds from insurance, the Presbytery’s Home Mission 
Board, and private donations. Well-known Charlotteans stepped up to help. C.W. Johnston, owner of 
the Johnston Mill, donated the lot at the corner of 32nd and Myers (now 36th and McDowell), while 
Henry Belk provided the bricks and L.L. Herrin served as builder. While construction was underway, 
the congregation conducted services at the village community house — probably the assembly 
room of now-defunct Electric Hall. 

The first church service in the new building occurred on December 22, 1929, and made the headlines 
of the Observer the following day. “Despite snow, sleet and iced streets, the auditorium was 

By Paula Martinac

Between 1909 - 1911, services moved to this mill house at 3063 North Alexander St.
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filled,” the paper reported. The head of the Home Mission Board gave the sermon, praising the 
determination of the congregation and calling the structure a “marvelous temple to the service of 
God.” The church, he said, marked “a new era for this community.”

With a permanent location and a congregation of about 100 members, North Charlotte Presbyterian 
took its place as an anchor of the Mecklenburg mill village. During the Great Depression, it 
provided food and clothing to members in need, and the women’s auxiliary held free chicken 
suppers for the public. Even during those tough economic times, the congregation was able to pay 
off the church’s debts in 1939, with nearby North Charlotte Baptist Church and Spencer Memorial 
Methodist Church helping to raise the final $2,250. The church was dedicated in June 1939 and 
valued at $15,000. Over the next two decades, it brought a variety of benefits to the community, 
such as vacation Bible school, a kindergarten, more revivals, and team sporting events.

The church also got a more permanent pastor — B. Frank Yandell, who served from 1941 to 1960. 
Under Yandell, the church grew to almost 300 members. In 1948, North Charlotte Presbyterian 
became officially self-supporting and no longer a mission. That year, it undertook construction 
of a seven-room brick pastor’s manse at a cost of about $15,000; the house still stands next to 
the church. This time, R.W. Johnston, son of C.W., donated the lot. Given the Johnston family’s 
generosity to the congregation, it’s not surprising that the church took the name Johnston 
Memorial Presbyterian around 1959. 

From 1909 to 2021: Timeline of church’s century-plus history

ca. 1909: Church group starts meeting under leadership of R.B. Alexander

1909-1911: Services for “mission church” conducted in mill house on 
Alexander

1911: First church built at 35th and Alexander

1928: Fire destroys wooden church

1929: Brick church built on lot donated by C.W. Johnston

1939: Congregation pays off debt; church dedicated

1948: Pastor’s manse built on lot donated by C.W. Johnston’s son

ca. 1959: Name changed to Johnston Memorial

1970-’80s: North Charlotte Ministerial Association helps boost 
community

2019: Presbytery commission dissolves church, explores sale

2021: Ascent Real Estate proposes rezoning for an apartment complex

North Charlotte Presbyterian Church, 1939 (c/o Charlotte Observer article)

NoDa News is working hard this year to connect NoDa’s future with North Charlotte’s his-
tory. We invite all neighbors to collect, archive, and contribute to this project. Do you live 
in a historic mill house? Are you a business owner in a historic building? Have you saved 
and renovated a part of North Charlotte? What was here before us, and what will be here 
after? Email news@noda.org and start your conversation today!

Hard times for North Charlotte
The church remained an active part of the community even after the textile mills closed, residents 
moved away, and the neighborhood fell on hard times in the 1960s and ’70s. In 1980, the Observer 
reported on the church’s efforts to keep North Charlotte from deterioration. Johnston Memorial’s 
pastor joined three others to form the North Charlotte Ministerial Association, which tackled 
problems such as vandalism, littering, and inadequate city services. The association sponsored 
daily hot lunches, enlisted volunteers to winterize the homes of elderly neighbors, and helped 
150 residents secure low-interest loans to renovate their mill houses. 

Even as Black families moved into the neighborhood, the church remained primarily a white 
congregation. In a bit of irony, director Jeb Stuart used Johnston Memorial as a setting for his 
2010 film, “Blood Done Sign My Name”. The film, based on a bestselling memoir, chronicled 
the brutal 1970 murder of a Black Vietnam veteran at the hands of three white shopkeepers in 
Oxford, N.C., and the Black community’s activist response.

By 2019, the Johnston Memorial congregation had dwindled in size and the Presbytery appointed 
an administrative commission to dissolve the church and explore selling the property. An 
anticipated sale to megachurch Forest Hill fell through, and the commission subsequently entered 
into a contract with Ascent Real Estate Capital; the sale is pending approval of the rezoning. The 
architect for the proposed development told the Observer in April 2021 that preservation of the 
church is “not on the table.”

Although the modest church didn’t have a renowned architect, a famous pastor, or noteworthy 
embellishments like stained glass, the building is steeped in history and worthy of preservation 
and adaptive reuse. According to the Urban Land Institute, the largest network of real estate 
and land use experts in the country, “Historic community buildings … embody the intentions, 
assumptions, and lives of those who built or lived or worked in them. They have stories to tell 
about what the community was and how it became what it is.” 

Thanks to Michelle and Matt Lemere for research advice. Thank you to Robin Merritt for the email.

Just before NoDa News went to press, we received an email from Robin Merritt, who 
grew up on Herrin Ave in the Mecklenburg Mill Village. She attended the church for 
many years, and shared some of her memories with us.

“Memories of ‘integral part’ of neighborhood... I grew up in JMPC. … Wow, if those 
walls could talk. The church participated in the Billy Graham revivals, assisted 
those in need in the community, sponsored scout troops, and simply was a vital 
part of the community... My dad was an elder for many years, my half brother was 
a deacon, I was a deacon, sang in the choir (even singing quite a few solos as a 
loud mouth first soprano). My earliest memories are of Christmas pageants, Santa, 
and fruit bags. My uncle and his family were active for years. There were many 
members of the old North Charlotte hierarchy that went there. Several members of 
the Herrin family were long-term members; others were management in the mills. 
The Freeman family who owned the hardware store were members. The son, Rich-
ard, made yearly donations to the church even though he had left Charlotte many 
years ago... So yes, JMPC was indeed an integral part of North Charlotte through 
the years.... Paul A. Horne Sr. came and served many years.  Man, he was a com-
munity activist.  This was at the time the mills had died and the powers that be in 
the city basically ignored North Charlotte.  He was instrumental in obtaining urban 
blight funding so folks could buy the property at low costs and also folks were able 
to get money to fix up their houses...” 

email:
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On May 14, Gov. Roy Cooper announced North Carolina will be lifting the statewide capacity limit, 
gathering limit, social distancing requirements, and most mask mandates. This came a day after 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention dropped the mask-wearing guidance for fully 
vaccinated people.

Cooper’s return to normal plan was put in place immediately, and crowds of happy faces poured 
in on North Davidson Street as businesses opened Friday night, ready to take on the revitalized 
energy. 

Jamie Brown and Jeff Tonidandel, owners of Crepe Cellar, Haberdish, Growlers, and Reigning 
Doughnuts, did not require guests to wear masks as soon as Cooper’s announcement was released. 

“We’re going to have our staff wear masks this evening,” Brown said on the first night of the mask 
mandate being lifted. “Possibly through the weekend, we just haven’t figured that out yet, and 
we’re probably going to do that so people can get the news. We’re afraid some people won’t get 
the news yet.”

Moving back toward what life was like pre-COVID will be an easy adjustment for Brown and her 
staff. Most of her employees have received a COVID-19 vaccination and feel comfortable coming 
back in the industry.

Brown’s restaurants will take a few weeks to transition into the 100 percent capacity because of 
staffing and supplies. They will need to hire more employees to ensure a smooth run at full capacity. 

Cabo Fish Taco is also looking to hire, as the summer months are always the restaurant’s busiest 
time. Assistant Manager Ginamarie Stovall said she is more worried about hiring enough staff for 
the summer months than having NoDa return to a more normal state.

“We’re at 75 percent capacity because that’s what the governor allows us, but we’re ready for 100 
percent,” Stovall said. “We could put all our tables back in tomorrow. I’ve been trying to staff up in 
order to do this, which is probably the hardest thing restaurants have been dealing with right now.”

An increase of 25 percent capacity at a restaurant really is not that much more in Stovall’s eyes, 
especially as the kitchen staff has managed to serve many customers through to-go orders. 

NoDa businesses welcome return to normalcy as COVID restrictions ease

“When you say capacity, you can fit more people in a restaurant; to me this past year tells me 
that doesn’t matter because of to-go orders,” Stovall said. “To-go orders have become such a 
big staple. It has been an adjustment in the kitchen as well. Capacity wise, I think we’re ready 
because we’ve been slammed just in to-go orders alone.”

Even as capacity increases and to-go orders roll in, Cabo Fish Taco will focus on keeping the 
quality of food and service at the top. If a Friday or Saturday night gets overwhelming, the team 
turns off Doordash as a way to best serve the guests. 

Stovall said plans were still being discussed on how to proceed with the mask mandate being 
lifted but believed they would have a better idea after the first “normal” weekend back.

Throughout the COVID months, the owners of Cabo Fish Taco worked with the operations 
manager to figure out the game plan as new restrictions and updates were released. This latest 
announcement will just be another adaption for the restaurant. 

“The slow times during this past year have been boring for us,” Stovall said. “We want to see 
people and we want people to come here.” 

Before the mask mandate was lifted, Brown had already noticed more activity in NoDa with 
warmer weather approaching and more vaccines available. 

“It’s really nice to see, especially at those (businesses) that have been there for a long time,” 
Brown said. “People are really starting to come back out over the last couple of weeks.”

A return to normal and a busy food industry will allow chefs to become more creative, according 
to Brown. 

“This past year was literally just making it,” Brown said. “Now we can get more creative with 
more people in the door and demand for it.”

Normal is finally on the horizon, and businesses eagerly welcome back the NoDa neighborhood.

By Liz O’Connell

“This past year was literally just making       
it. Now we can get more creative with 
more people in the door and demand 
for it.”  -Jamie Brown, Owner Haberdish, 
Growlers, Crepe, Reigning Doughnuts
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How to successfully grow vegetables in summer (in whatever size space you have!)
Want to grow some summer vegetables? Do you already have a few things 
planted? Here are a few quick tips to help you get your summer growing space in 
tip-top shape!

 
First, let us talk about the things you can plant. Here in Charlotte, there is 
something new you can plant or seed every month of the year – we are so lucky! 
This month, you can plant ALL the summer things, from tomatoes, cucumbers, 

basil, melon, summer squash, and zucchini to okra, sweet potatoes, winter squash (like butternut or 
spaghetti), peanuts, beans, peppers, and eggplant. Now is the time to get it all in the soil.

Second, make sure you give your plants the space they need to grow strong and develop resiliency 
to pest and disease. Pest and disease are everyone’s least favorite topic to talk about, but it is totally 
normal (and honestly, to be expected) that your plants will get a pest or disease, especially during the 
summer. The best first line of defense for your plants? Space.
 
Vegetable plants start off so small and they grow...SO BIG. It is important to make sure you give them 
as much space as you can to spread out. Most summer vegetables need two to three feet of space 
between each plant. This makes the space you have get taken up quickly! Remember, too, that your 
summer vegetables (and fruit) are prolific producers. So, even if you only have a few plants, your 
harvests should be bountiful, especially if your plants stay healthy. The main reason we need to give 
our plants so much space is to improve ventilation. The more airflow that is around your plants, the 
less likely a bug or fungus spore will be to take residence under your leaves.
 
Third, consider adding a trellis to your space. Lots of summer vegetables have heavy fruits and not 
super supportive branches and arms. Sometimes, they need help carrying all that weight! Make a 
statement with your trellis and splurge on a fancy one, maybe wrought iron, or you can make it super 
easy and use bamboo stakes and some twine. Find what works for you and your space. All is good. A 
trellis will add more ventilation and help maximize your growing space, too. Bonus!
 
One more tip for successful summer growing is to feed your plants. Using an all-natural, organic plant 
food helps to provide your summer plants with the continued nutrition they need to thrive all season 
long. Most of our vegetable plants are re-seeding annuals, meaning they grow for a short period of 
time, usually only three to four months. This makes them grow very intensely and have higher needs 
than say, a house plant or a landscaping shrub.

Pick up a bag of plant food at your local hardware store or plant store/nursery and get in the habit of 
feeding your plants monthly. If you want to use a certified organic, locally blended, plant-based plant 
food for your plants, give me a holler. I source plant food from Windcrest Organics (farm in Monroe, 
N.C.) for all my clients. You can also visit American Beauty Garden Center on Independence Boulevard 
to pick up a bag of their Happy Frog Plant Food – it is also a super yummy choice that plants love!
 
That should be enough to get you started. If you want to dig in more to growing food, give me a shout. 
I am always here, and love talking about plants.

By Erin Hostetler

The Patio Farmer 
is a small business 

here in Charlotte 
that specializes in 

teaching individuals 
how to grow food at 

home. Farmer Erin 
(Owner/Farmer) is 

a firm believer that 
no matter how much 
(or how little) space 
you have, you CAN 

grow food at home! 
The Patio Farmer 

offers consultations, 
installations, custom 

maintenance plans, and 
a monthly subscription 

service called Plant 
Club to support your 

green thumb journey. 

thepatiofarmer.com    FB & IG: @thepatiofarmer    thepatiofarmer@gmail.com



Tucked between Anderson and Sugar 
Creek is the area of NoDa near the Sugar 
Creek station, and it is on the cusp of a 
rezoning boom. It’s currently not the 

most inviting place, as it houses NoDa’s industrial past, but 
there is a hidden gem. Dedicated to the city in 1923, though 
the city never accepted that dedication, for 98 years an urban 
forest and protected wetland has grown in the almost-acre 
stretch between Anderson, Essex, and Sweetbriar, offering 
shelter to roosting owls, hawks, fireflies, and more. 
 
Soon, if not already, it will fall victim to bulldozers and city 
planners. Luckily, the wetland is protected, but at least a 
hundred mature trees leading up to the wetland are slated 
to fall in spite of the best efforts of nearby residents and 
Charlotte’s stated goal of preserving tree canopy. It may be 
too late to save this stretch of urban forest, but there is still 
much that can be done to influence how this area of NoDa 
develops in the future. 

Rezoning meetings are the best opportunity for residents 
to have a say in what is developed. While Ken Olson 
attended the meeting related to rezoning petition 2020-
022 and expressed concerns about how the forest might 
be impacted, it was a TOD rezoning so did not have a 
required preliminary site plan. The forest is not part of the 
rezoned area, and without a site plan there was no tangible 
way to discuss the future impacts on the forest and Essex 
Street with the City Council. If a rezoning is advertised and 
there is any concern, contact the City Council to request a 
preliminary site plan before rezoning approval and attend 
the rezoning meeting to voice any concerns. This link is a 
great resource: www.rezoning.org

Other great ways to be proactively involved are to reach out 
to the NoDa Neighborhood Association (NBA) for advice 
and support, preferably before the rezoning meeting. If a 
rezoning is approved, contact the City of Charlotte Planning, 
Design, and Development Office as soon as possible 
(PDDinfo@charlottenc.gov) and ask for help setting up 
meetings with the city planners involved in approving the 
new development. 

PAGE 6

As development continues, neighbor shares ways to stay involved in process

By Nicole Olson

More broadly, the final adoption 
meeting for the Charlotte 2040 
Comprehensive Plan, a guide for 
how the city will grow and expand, 
is scheduled for June 21. The revised 
draft was just released and is available 
at cltfuture2040.com. You can also 
provide your feedback on the revisions 
until June 3.  Currently included in 
the plan, but opposed by developer 
special interest groups, is a directive to 
explore the use of Community Benefits 
Agreements (CBAs). CBAs create an 
enforceable agreement between 
developers and residents, allowing 
residents to influence how their area 
develops and grows. Now is the last 
opportunity to contact the City Council 
and give your feedback on the revised 
draft and show support for CBAs before 
the 2040 Plan is finalized.

A product of the 2040 Plan is a new 
Charlotte Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO), which should be 
available for public review four to six 
weeks after adoption of the 2040 Plan. 
Eric Zaverl, an NBA board member, is 
serving on the Unified Development 
Ordinance Advisory Council. While the 
2040 Plan is like a wish list, the UDO is 
the enforceable regulation that creates 
a more cohesive zoning process for 
future development. The UDO could 
be one way of implementing CBAs here 
in Charlotte. To learn more about the 
UDO, contact Eric at eric@noda.org or, 
better yet, attend an upcoming NBA 
meeting and ask questions. 

Construction is coming for us all, and 
the time to act is now.
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Rezoning Map

Current Zoning I-2 (General Industrial)
Requested Zoning TOD-TR (Transit Oriented Development, Transit Transition)

Location of Requested Rezoning

1-Larken Egleston
City Council District

Existing Zoning & Rezoning Request

0 750 1,500375 Feet Map Created 1/30/2020

2020-022

Inside City Limits

Parcel

Cross Charlotte Trail

LYNX Blue Line

Railway

Streams

Requested TOD-TR
from I-2

Zoning Classification
Single Family

Multi-Family

Urban Residential

Office

Business

Light Industrial
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Mixed Use
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0 0.250.13 Miles

Scale 1:1,100,000

2020-022: Boulevard Real Estate Advisors LLC

Approximately 4.240 acres

Charlotte

Requested TOD-TR
from I-2

ABOVE: Char-
meck rezoning 

petition in-
cludes a mod-

ern map of 
surrounding 

land uses. You 
can find this 

map at www.
rezoning.

org (petition 
2020-022).

RIGHT: This 
historic plat 
map shows 

the 1923 
creation of 

the home lots 
of (what is 

now) NoDa 
from the W. 

Mills Mooney 
estate. 



PAGE 7

CongregateNoDa.com
info@congregatenoda.com | 980.296.1755

3117 Whiting Avenue

A NEW COWORKING SPACE

OUTDOOR SPACE & DOG FRIENDLY
Private Off ices, Suites, Desks & Flex

Sign Up for a Free Tour to See Our Offices, Suites & Desks
Suites For 3-20 Members | Conference Rooms 
Outdoor Areas | Ample Parking | Bike Storage 

High Speed WiFi | Podcast Studio | Free Coffee & Snacks
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Return to normalcy at NoDa Brewing = vaccinations & events
Have a beer and a shot. 
This spring, NoDa Brewing 
made getting vaccinated 
a little more convenient 
and enjoyable!

  
After vaccinations were 

opened up to all adults, the brewery hosted 
several walk-in events thanks to Atrium Health 
and also VaxClinic. First and second doses of 
Pfizer vaccines were administered, as well as 
single dose Johnson & Johnson. In total, almost 
400 shots were given.
  
Beer and shots are a great pairing because...
as COVID cases decrease, fun taproom events 
increase! Events are ramping up just in time for 
summer. There’s already a lot on tap for June. 

By Jenn Harrison

RU OK Juicy Hazy IPA
Lemon Lager Days
Dreamsicle IPA
Lemon Basil Blonde Ale Bae’s Burgers

Bayou Betty
Big City Bites
Deejai Thai
Mabry’s Que House
Mogogo
Punkarelli’s
Patty & The Dogs
Strudelteig
Soul Miner’s Garden...+ more!

Candle making class
Sip & paint class
Dappled Dog Store pop-up
Voglia Swimwear pop-up
Body & Brain workouts
Run Club (Sundays 12 p.m./
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.)
Yoga (Sundays 10:45 a.m.)
Trivia (Thursdays 6 p.m.)

Charlotte Symphony 
Orchestra “Symphony on Tap”
LendScout Miles & Music 
Concert Series

Special beer releases!

You Drink We Donate > RU OK      
     IPA for CLT Mental Illness
You Drink We Donate >        
     Humane Society
You Drink We Donate >    
     Southpaw Boxer Rescue
OneBlood Blood Drive

Good Causes!

Pop-ups & classes!

Food trucks!

Check nodabrewing.com/events or the Events section of the brewery’s Facebook page for dates, times, details, and possibly even more June happenings.  Cheers!

Live music!



PAGE 9

Board notes: Busy months ahead in the neighborhood
It feels like summer is here! As I write this, temperatures are cresting the 
90-degree mark for the first time this year, and seemingly every day brings 
more buzz and activity to our Mill Villages. Here’s a few quick topics your 
NBA Board has been working on lately:

Board members have been discussing the resumption of in-person monthly 
meetings – while Zoom has served a valuable purpose during COVID times, 
there’s simply no substitute for seeing neighbors in person and discussing 
ongoing issues as a group. We met with Heist in mid-May to see what 
physical meetings would look like, but unfortunately, logistics will prevent 
us from returning to in-person meetings right now. Heist’s (understandable) 
back room capacity is 50 people, meaning we’d still have to undertake a 
hybrid remote model, and the decision was made to leave well enough 
alone for now, given how many interactive question-and-answer sessions 
will be coming in the months ahead. We’ll plan to stick with virtual meetings 
for June and July, take the usual annual break with August, and then attempt 
to have September’s meeting in person at Heist. 

As many folks have noticed and asked about, the Johnston Mill demolition 
and build-out has begun in earnest! The Community Builders – based in 
Boston but building in NoDa for over a decade – are rehabbing the Mill 
(last closed in 1975) into an 84-apartment complex, and also building a new 
151-apartment building next door. The complex is also planned to have 
retail storefront and a transit lounge; crucially, some apartments will be 
reserved as affordable units at 80 percent of the area median income. The 
initial demo seems to have retained the original character of the building, so 
here’s hoping for a build-out that retains the Mill’s historical identity while 
smoothly turning the page toward the building’s next use.

The developers of the Forest Hill site plan to attend the June 1 monthly 
NBA meeting. This is the official “First Petitioner Visit” that developers are 
required to conduct with local neighborhood groups. In this forum, they 
share more detailed site plans, answer questions, and solicit feedback from 
the neighborhood. It’s an important meeting in the process and all interested 
stakeholders should absolutely plan to attend to voice their opinions and 
make any concerns known. After this June 1 meeting, the next milestone will 
be the Second Petitioner Presentation (currently projected for the July NBA 
meeting, but not confirmed yet).

The next few months will be busy, but – we hope – productive and positive. 
It feels good to watch our beloved neighborhood open again and see old 
friends in the streets. Here’s to a great summer in NoDa! 

NoDa NBA
meetings
in-person
soon?

Johnston
MFG Mill
renovations

 
Forest Hills
(North 
Charlotte 
Presby)
rezoning

Above: A NoDa NBA meeting at the Evening Muse (2017). The NoDa NBA hopes to resume 
meetings at Heist Brewery fall. Below: Johnston Mill renovation and construction (current). 
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When FOMO becomes a reality: Looking back at a year rocked by COVID
Like most of the world, our lives came to a screeching halt in mid-March 2020. Venturing 
out only to retrieve delivered groceries or the mail, or for quick walks around the core 
of NoDa, we took in the shuttered storefronts and deserted streets with a sense of awe 
and sadness.

Sadness for our friends and neighbors whose businesses were abruptly closed or who 
lost their jobs in service related industries. And sadness for ourselves for the things we would miss out on in 
the near future – be it weeks, months, or even years.

While we all missed and lost many things during the pandemic, for us, not seeing relatives and loved ones, 
forgoing travel, and being unable to attend live performances were the things we missed the most.

In late March 2020, our older son was married in a small, socially distanced wedding on a scenic hilltop in 
Wisconsin. When we learned of his impending wedding, we struggled with whether we should attempt to 
drive to this significant life event. My wife and I have been married for 40 years. In all those decades, deciding 
whether to risk driving hundreds of miles (including rest stops and hotel stays) was the hardest decision we 
ever made. In the end, we decided not to risk the travel. Our decision hinged on the fact that if we became 
sick, we would become an avoidable burden for other family members and another community’s health 
system. While we decided not to attend, we took consolation in the fact that our son and his spouse have 
since planned a more formal ceremony and celebration for this September.

While less significant than the missed wedding, my wife and I also cancelled several planned excursions to 
destinations we’ve looked forward to visiting for years. Fortunately, nearly all trips were refunded or credited 
– and we have plans to resume travelling (attending three family weddings this summer and fall).

We are big fans of live music and theater. Living in NoDa, we feel extremely fortunate to have two of the 
best music venues in the state, The Evening Muse and The Neighborhood Theatre, just down the street from 
our home. Not attending a live music event for several months hurt on a couple of levels. First, we missed 
the intimacy and immediacy of witnessing artists performing a one-of-a-kind set with audience interaction 
– something that can’t be replicated with recorded music and live streams. And we also hurt for our friends 
who are owners, service personnel, and performers who have faced shuttered venues for months on end.

We’re also fans of live theater and other performances. Obviously, all of these venues have been closed 
since March 2020 and remain boarded up today. Fortunately, live theater and performances are expected 
to resume, in one form or another, by fall this year. We, as well as thousands of others, can’t wait to see our 
favorite performers “trod the boards” again.

Life is slowly returning to at least a semblance of normal. With vaccinations widely available to everyone 
over age 12, rates of infections, hospitalizations, and deaths from COVID continue to drop. Businesses, shops, 
and restaurants are reopening, and people feel more comfortable frequenting these businesses that have 
experienced a long dry spell. With warmer weather having arrived, outdoor activities abound and you can 
feel a sense of relief on the faces of people reconnecting with family and friends and rejoining their favorite 
activities. While we still have a long way to go to resume pre-COVID life, we’re definitely moving in the right 
direction.

We all missed seeing people we love and doing the activities we enjoy for the past 15 months. Hopefully, over 
the next few months, we can once again feel the level of freedom that this global pandemic has denied us.

By Eric Linne

Mark your calendars: The 
Neighborhood Theatre is reopening 
in June after being closed for more 
than a year because of the COVID 
pandemic. 

The first show back is set for June 17 
and will feature musician Graham 
Sharp.  The theater announced its 
return in early May, and since then 
has announced several other concerts 
in its summer and fall lineup (keep an 
eye on the Neighborhood Theatre 
Facebook page for more). 

It has, of course, been a difficult year 
for the theater after closing last March 
at the beginning of the pandemic. The 
community came together in a big 
way to help it stay afloat, raising more 
than $50,000 through a GoFundMe 
last spring. 

Cheers to the return of live music and 
one of NoDa’s most-loved landmarks. 
It’s been a long 15 months!   

After 15 months, The Neighborhood Theatre will reopen its doors 



FIRST
TUESDAY

OF EVERY

MONTH NODA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
GET INVOLVED   MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS   JOIN A COMMITTEE   PROMOTE a BUSINESS

join the all-volunteer voice of the noda neighborhood on           (60-90 mins, once a month) 

The NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association is a 501c3 non-profit community group, and 
began as the Historic North Charlotte Neighorhood Association in the late 1980s. We have met 
monthly for four decades, and continue to meet virtually during the COVID Pandemic. 

We hope to hold in-person 
meetings again this year at Heist 
Brewery’s Cantina! Until then, 
see you in the Village, NoDa!

Zoom Meeting Room: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6617270908 

Next Meeting Date:
Tuesday, June 1, at 6:30 p.m.


