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Neighbor Kati Mayo has 
been capturing snapshots 
of families on their front 
steps in an effort to keep 
the NoDa community 
connected during a time we 
must be physically apart.

Inspired by The Front Steps 
Project, which started in 
Massachusetts as a way 
to unite the community 
and fundraise amid the 
uncertainty of COVID-19 
(learn more at instagram.
com/thefrontstepsproject), 
Kati started photographing 
families from a distance in 
March and documenting it on Instagram. She’s photographed 
dozens of NoDa families and gotten a great response from the 
community.

Kati isn’t asking for payment or donations but does ask that 
participants consider supporting NoDa businesses during 
this difficult time. See more of her photos at instagram.com/
nodafrontstepsproject. To see photos from similar projects 
across the country, check out #thefrontstepsproject.

NoDa Front Steps Project
unites neighbors despite distance



Everyone has a story. Some people are great storytellers. But not 
all of our stories are oral or written. Imagine the stories of an artist 

whose artwork provides the narrative. Then it interweaves with your own thoughts 
and experiences to form your unique interpretation of the story. Such is the work of R. 
Sumner, who has gallery space at the Charlotte Art League. 

“I want people to draw their own conclusions; I want them to see a reflection of their 
own experiences,” said Sumner, who is an award-winning fine art photographer, having 
won three Best in the City Awards, not to mention a couple of Arts and Science Council 
grants. Additionally, The Artisan’s Palate is hosting a solo show of Sumner’s art once 
bars and restaurants reopen (check theartisanpalate.com for updates), and although 
juried shows in several states have shown his work, Sumner is especially proud that 
two of his pieces are included for shows in a pair of French châteaux this October 
(photosdefemmes.org).

Both cerebrally challenging and visually exciting, Sumner’s photographs provoke a 
variety of emotions as you enter his space; the nude figure “figures” prominently, often 
organically entrenched in the landscape, even if the landscape is a narrow alleyway 
between two buildings in Amsterdam or a fantastic rock formation in the Western U.S.

“I feel like humans in their natural form are nude,” Sumner said. “My work often 
references the history of human spirituality, which was largely for most of our history 
based on the intersection of our lives with nature.” 

While his work often involves nude figures and sometimes has a sense of eroticism, it 
isn’t overtly sexual; Sumner said, “I try not to do anything that isn’t asking a question 
or isn’t commenting on something broader than just being titillating.” 

A self-described Classicist, Sumner is heavily influenced by the Greeks and Romans 
and the Renaissance. Growing up in Raleigh, Sumner spent a lot of time as a child in 
the city’s fine art museums. “It was cheap babysitting to drop the kid off at the art 
museum; it was the ‘80s,” Sumner said (a sentiment some of us Gen Xers can likely identify with). 
After college, Sumner worked in museums for about a decade as an exhibition designer both at 
the Levine Museum of the South and the Charlotte Museum of History. 

The influence of art history on Sumner is evident, as his work often references religious 
iconography, particularly Catholicism, and the themes of birth, death, and resurrection, as well 
as religion and sexual shame. “I’m doing a little bit more with death, because I’m aging now, and 
explorations of some darker emotions as well,” Sumner said. 
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By Heidi Gordon

R. Sumner Fine Art Photography
CHARLOTTE ART LEAGUE member spotlight:

“I see myself as a storyteller: some of the stories are mine, some are friends, some are archetypal 
stories, and some are just stories,” Sumner said. Perhaps one piece that some of us may particularly 
relate to as we practice social distancing was shot in an abandoned 19th century insane asylum in 
Virginia. According to Sumner, “this piece suggests a story of a wild woman living in this insane 
asylum by herself, possibly for years, possibly interacting with ghosts.”

Another piece, Penelope, may resonate with us even more. “Penelope was the wife of Odysseus, 
and waited years for him to come back from the war. That is definitely someone who is lonely and 
who is waiting. A lot of my figures are solitary,” Sumner said. In this work, religious icons hang 
on the wall, sort of looking down upon a nude figure reclining on a bed, in the throes of deep 
emotion, somewhat reminiscent of the Ecstasy of St. Theresa.

Part of what makes a great work of art is its ability to speak to the viewer throughout various 
political, economic, and sociological environments. Sumner’s work spoke to me on a sensory level 
when I first viewed it, as I pondered the exploration of shapes, angles, and forms of each work, 
but as I write this, during my homebound seclusion, it now speaks to me on a whole different 
emotional level. The themes of isolation and captivity, of course, linger in my memory, but even 
more so are the pictures that tell the stories of humans’ relationships with the earth and nature, 
the memory of images of humans in the fetal position encased in egg-like natural rock formations 
like babies in the womb. Sumner’s work also references earth-based religions. “How we come 
from the earth, we come from nature; those ideas were very important to our ancient selves,” he 
said. The themes he explores in his work speak to us on many planes.

While most of Sumner’s photographs are printed in black and white and are either traditionally 
matted and framed or mounted to panels and encased in encaustic wax, his gallery also features 
anaglyph prints, the kind you view with red-cyan colored 3D glasses. 

“I’m a hybrid photographer, using both digital and film techniques,” Sumner said. “The way that 
I make the three-dimensional photographs starts with captures from antique ‘stereo’ cameras. I 
have a German one from the 1930s — that’s my nice one, then I have four [or] five Soviet ones 
from the 1950s. They take two shots side by side then I scan them; I turn one red and one cyan, 
finally overlaying them to create an anaglyph.” 

He uses traditional media and brings it to a more contemporary art form, combining a very old 
film technique with a digitized output. So he develops two-dimensional art then uses the colored 
glasses to trick your eyes into seeing the illusion of 3D.

Sumner sees himself as a NoDa-based artist. “I started hanging out in NoDa when I was in high 
school in the ‘90s. I live over by North Charlotte Park and my studio fronts North Davidson Street; 
I like to keep things in the neighborhood and be part of keeping the arts in NoDa.” Sumner 
continued, “I’m really excited to be part of the Art League; the First Friday gallery crawls bring 
in fairly large crowds and it’s nice to be so conveniently located right off the light rail, so we are 
easily accessible to all parts of town. There are a lot of great artists here. It’s nice to be part of a 
community of artists so we can inspire each other and help each other out.”

You can view Sumner’s work anytime at charlotteartleague.org/#/meet-our-artists or on Instagram 
(@r.sumner_fine_art_photo), and see what stories you hear for yourself. 
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Strange times, good news & brews at NoDa Brewing

By Jenn Harrison

Since the taprooms shut down and many business accounts, restaurants, and 
bars stopped serving on-premise, NoDa Brewing was forced to suddenly pivot 
100 percent 
of its products 
to packaged 
f o u r - p a c k s , 

crowlers, or bottles. That’s the bad 
news. The good news is, during the 
last week of April, the brewery’s 
production unit set an all-time 
packaging record. It was a lot of cans!

The brewery is also releasing 
and re-releasing, due to popular 
demand, more new beers! In May 
the brewery released: Boba Brett, 
Hop So-Low, NoDajito, Whiskey Sour, 
Lacto Calrissian, Haze So-Low, 1775, 
Maibock, Valencia, and Good Will 
Hopping. It also brought back Jogger 
Lager exclusively for the Around the 
Block 5K. Those don’t include all the 
year rounds and seasonals that are 
also available. So far, for June, the 
brewery is re-releasing Zuper Heroes 
and its annual limited brew, Passion 
Fruit Gose.

Speaking of Zuper Heroes, it flew off 
the shelf faster than a speeding bullet, 
so the brewery brought it back and, 
instead of donating 10 percent of 
proceeds, decided to donate more: 
$5,000 to Christian McCaffrey’s 
charity, 22 and You, to benefit local 
frontline healthcare heroes.

The brewery has also been having out-
of-this-world fun with Hop So-Low IPA, 
his little bro Haze So-Low IPA, and new 
Hop Drop ‘N Roll T-shirts featuring 
Yoda. The tees have been a huge hit at 
the NoDa Brew-Thru and online shop!

Unfortunately, the NoDa 5K had to be postponed, but plans for a new date are underway. The new date will be communicated here in the NoDa News and in the brewery’s weekly newsletter, which you 
can sign up for on the Taprooms page of nodabrewing.com.

In more good news, the North End taproom will re-open by June 1 (check social media or nodabrewing.com for hours); it has a new social media strategist to join the marketing director; and its RDU 
market distribution team is growing again. How will the brewery business change permanently as a result of the pandemic? There are many unknowns, but NoDa Brewing foresees continuing the uptick 
of small batch four-packs and one-off releases of certain fan favorites. And of course, their passion for brewing and serving craft beer, hosting fun events, and giving back isn’t going anywhere.
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Organizations establish funds to
help support artists during pandemicBy Whitney Stein

The COVID-19 pandemic has halted concerts, exhibits, and shows of all kinds, leaving many artists 
and performers in difficult economic situations.

In April, data from an ongoing Arts & Science Council COVID-19 impact survey showed more than 
90 percent of artists have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. The biggest impact (87 percent) is 
related to event cancellations. Nearly 80 percent have experienced a loss of artistic income.

Local organizations are working to help – read on for info on two funds established to assist artists.

Arts & Science Council’s Mecklenburg Creatives Resiliency Fund
The Mecklenburg Creatives Resiliency Fund, established by the Arts & Science Council, provides 
$500 grants to eligible artists as long as funds are available. 

Eligible requests include compensation for lost income due to cancellation of a scheduled gig or 
similar opportunity because of COVID-19 measures; reimbursement for medical expenses related 
to COVID-19; and reimbursement for unanticipated childcare or dependent adult care expenses due 
to social distancing. 

To be eligible, applicants must be 18 or older, a permanent resident of Mecklenburg County, and 
not currently enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate degree-granting program. Applicants must 
also have generated income over the past year through work in the fields of visual/folk/performing/
multi-disciplinary arts, and literature.

As of May 18, $82,507 had been donated to the fund and $57,000 had been granted to 114 artists.

The fund is accepting donations from the public. To donate or apply for funding, visit artsandscience.
org or, if you don’t have access to a computer, call 704-335-3053 to speak with Liz Fitzgerald.

Music Everywhere CLT’s Charlotte Music Community COVID-19 Relief Fund
Music Everywhere CLT, a nonprofit initiative to grow Charlotte’s music scene, launched the Charlotte 
Music Community COVID-19 Relief Fund in partnership with FAIR PLAY Music Equity Initiative and 
Tosco Music. The fund awards grants up to $500, with the aim of helping members of the local 
music community with loss of income due to COVID-19.

To be eligible, applicants must be 18 or older and not a fulltime student, live in Mecklenburg County, 
and have the majority of income come from music-related work. The program is meant to help 
those who are struggling to meet basic needs, like food, shelter, or medical care, due to loss of 
music-related income because of COVID-19. The use of the grant money is unrestricted and can be 
used for the recipients’ most pressing needs. 

The organization is accepting donations for the fund, and will continue to grant money until funds 
are exhausted. To donate or apply for funding, visit musiceverywhereclt.com.
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Jason “Tinker Bird” Parker (@tinker_bird_) grew up in the Gaston County town of Belmont. His 
artistic journey began in the mid to late 1990s, when he became inspired by street art and skate 
culture. As a teen, Parker regularly crossed the Catawba River to partake in the Queen City’s 
skateboarding scene. Since there was little nightlife in the city then, uptown was a “kind of a Mecca 

for skateboarding and graffiti,” he said.
 
Stenciling, central to this graffitist’s style, grew out of necessity. “I was in bands when I was younger and needed a cheap 
way to ‘screen print,’ so we could make T-shirts on the fly and spray paint our logo on the back of our equipment,” he 
explained. “I thought it was fun and continued working with that…started playing with the stencils more. I’ve always been 
a doodler. I’ve drawn my whole life. When I was in high school, that’s when I started working with graphics. I got really 
into the skateboard graphics and wanted to make boards or T-shirts. My love for that and spray paint, combined with the 
zen of cutting stencils, that’s where my style developed.”
 
Parker left the area in 1999 to live near the ocean, and worked some in construction and built props for theater and film. 
But the artist returned about two years ago, making his home off 36th Street, near Tryon.

Parker recently collaborated with local street artist Stencil Spray on the Brooks memorial. Spray founded the artists’ 
collective Tough Ass Crew, which boasts 30-plus working artists. When the NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association’s 
NoDaRioty committee announced a project to turn NoDa’s trash cans into pieces of art, it was this group that encouraged 
Parker to submit a proposal.
 
Parker’s piece, now at the corner of 36th and North Davidson streets, features a motif that spells out N-O-D-A in American 
Sign Language. “I wanted it to celebrate diversity and inclusiveness,” he said. The spray-painted colors also tie into the 
neighborhood landscape, reflecting hues from murals and awnings of nearby businesses. 
 
The project was not without challenges, the main one being the trash can’s original pebble-dash exteriors. “I still think 
graphically as an artist…as a designer,” Parker explained. “The finish wasn’t going to work for crisp lines.” So the artist 
skimmed the surface with stucco to make it smoother and better able to accept his stencils, cut from poster board. The 
geometric backgrounds are all freehand.
 
“I’m proud to be part of the project,” he said. “And glad that we are able to bring something bright, in a time that isn’t so 
bright for local businesses.  I’m grateful for the opportunity and for the art community and my friends.”

Eight trash cans are being turned into pieces of art as part of the project, called the North Davidson Street Art Installation 
Project. Three have been completed, two are under way, and the remaining three are expected to be done in late June or 
July. To learn more about the project, visit noda.org.

New art brings something bright to NoDa during difficult time

With so many summer activities put on pause due to COVID-19, The Goodyear House is stepping up to provide 
your Saturday evening entertainment. Although new to NoDa itself, the restaurant is playing the hospitable 
neighbor by serving up a music series that will be delectable to both your taste buds and your eardrums. Let the 
summer social-distancing series commence!

A little history: shortly after opening its doors in February, The Goodyear House threw a block party-esque event. 
It was dubbed a Pig Pickin’ To Go-Go party with the neighborhood coming in and practicing social distancing while 
the restaurant staff maintained high southern hospitality. The star of the show was a slow-cooked heritage breed 
pig roasted over white oak and applewood, served with sides including grilled scallion potato salad, homemade 
mac and cheese, spaghetti squash casserole, and pickled farmer’s veg. Ummmm...can I just say, yum!

Now, after a seven-week siesta (#thanksCOVID19), the live music and to-go dining is back in motion. The Goodyear 
House wanted to return with that same energy that was experienced during the initial opening, so they held a 
second Pig Pickin’ event on May 2 with Fred Leeiv (Instagram: @fredleeiv) playing some sweet covers. The third 
installment on May 16 was dubbed the Bayou Blowout. Chef Chris Coleman provided some killer shrimp and okra 
gumbo, savory smoked chicken and andouille sausage, and some delicious, gourmet, housemade beignets. And 
local musician Grey Brewster (Instagram: @greybrewster) stepped up to the plate to keep the music scene going 
strong.

“We know that things haven’t been normal lately, and this is a chance for us to utilize the space we are fortunate 
to have and give back to our neighbors and the City of Charlotte,” The Goodyear House Manager Michael Murphy 
said. “We want to keep that block party energy going, and we really appreciate how much love the community 
showed us. This also gives us the opportunity to do what we love: provide great food and service to our neighbors.”

The Goodyear House is currently expanding its backyard patio space to host future community (and social 
distanced) events. 

The restaurant is looking forward to offering a delicious spread with a side of great music as a way for neighbors to 
get outside while still being socially responsible. As of press time, the restaurant doesn’t have its next pig pickin’ 
or similar event planned, but will continue its music offerings on Saturday evenings (and of course pickup and 
delivery are everyday options!).  

goodyear house is bringing good times back to noda
By Jacquelyn Adams

@jacksengineers

Are you musically inclined and want to share your talents? Contact Michael at michael.
murphy@thegoodyearhouse.com. To keep up with the restaurant’s events and plans, 
check out its Facebook page. 

Ryan Sumner is the creative director of Fenix Fotography (www.fenixfoto.com) and specializes in artful portraiture of business and cultural leaders, corporate headshots, and other advertising images. 
He can photograph you and your coworkers at his portrait studio at The Colony in NoDa and is available for location work too. His fine artwork is available through his gallery at the Charlotte Art League.

By Ryan Sumner
Fenix Fotography
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Strollin’ and scrollin’ through NoDa
A lot of us are using social distancing as an excuse to stroll 
around the neighborhood and see the world through a 
slower lens. But after several weeks of this, one may get 
the sense that the streets and buildings are starting to look 
the same.

If you’re finding yourself in such a situation, husband and 
wife team Tom Hanchett and Carol Sawyer have come to 
your rescue. You can now walk the same streets and pass 
by the same buildings as you have been doing for weeks or 
years, but they will never seem the same to you again. 

Tom, historian extraordinaire and the official (and first ever) 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historian-in-Residence, and Carol, 
District 4 Board of Education member, have collaborated 
on a self-guided walking tour of several Charlotte 
neighborhoods. Their take on NoDa was published in mid-
May.

Pick up your phone, slip on your shoes, and scroll as you go.

The idea to do these walking tours came to Tom in April 
when he noticed more foot traffic than normal on the 
streets. He and Carol began creating walkable routes and 
capturing history snippets along the way so that neighbors 
and visitors could easily learn more about Charlotte’s 
neighborhoods.

As he told Spectrum News in a recent interview, “You just 
bring it up on your phone and walk. You can do it anytime 
you want to. It’s free. None of the buildings are open to the 
public [right now], but from the sidewalk you can learn a 
lot.”

Back in the Day took a trial run – well, stroll – recently to see 
how the tour worked. It’s an easy walk of about 1.5 miles 
starting and ending near the Johnston YMCA. There are 
roughly two dozen stops, with each one featuring a photo 
of the location and a paragraph or two of its history.

Self-guided walking tour showcases neighborhood’s past
Depending on your speed (sauntering is encouraged), it likely takes about an hour and a half to do 
the full tour. Along the way, you’ll visit all three textile mills in NoDa, weave through both of the 
mill villages, and visit several prominent businesses in the downtown area.

Overall, it’s a very easy walk and there is plenty to see even with temporary limited access to 
local businesses. While the walk will have something for everyone, it is highly beneficial to 
neighborhood newcomers.

We certainly rarely advocate leaving NoDa, but Tom has put together similar tours in Plaza 
Midwood and Elizabeth in case you would like to learn about other Charlotte neighborhoods. You 
can find Tom and Carol’s tour online at historysouth.org/noda-tour.

Another way to catch Tom is a five-minute vlog on YouTube about NoDa. It is an excellent resource 
to get a quick overview of the neighborhood’s history or to even share it with friends and family 
who don’t live in the area but are curious about where you live. We were able to find it by searching 
YouTube for “our charlotte neighborhood noda” and selecting the historian-in-residence video.

And if you find Tom and Carol’s tour interesting but not fully scratching that local history itch for you, 
be on the lookout for Back in the Day’s walking tours offered in the spring and fall. These are also free, 
but they are guided by friendly neighborhood volunteers. Our fall tour will be the evening of Saturday, 
October 17, and will feature our annual Ghosts & Legends spooky walking tour.
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OF EVERY
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VOLUNTEER TO
BE A NODA 
ADVOCATE!

NODA NEIGHBORHOOD
MEETING CANCELLED 

Due to COVID-19, the NoDa Neighborhood & Business Association 
meeting has been CANCELLED for JUNE 2020. Updates will follow about 
the next meeting. Please stay home, safe, and help your fellow villagers.

Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org 

+ re-post on social media!
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