
DECEMBER 2019 VOL. 13, ISS. 11

@NoDaNews /NoDaCLT @NoDaCLT  

NODA.ORG
news@noda.org

ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT NEIGHBORHOOD

      ON THE BACK PORCH                            CHARLOTTE ART LEAGUE                     OUR FERAL FELINE FRIENDS                 A TREATISE ON FREE WILL                             SINGLE USE PLASTICS                  LOCAL MAKERS SHOP LOCALLY

blog.noda.org



Hide your children on Saturday, December 7th, from 5:30 to midnight!

The start of every December has been special in NoDa for a while now, as 
hordes of hairy and horned demons take to the street to bring joy and 
fear to the neighborhood. Some of you may want to hide your children 
from the hungry devils, while others will embrace the frenetic energy fed 
by music, towering horns, and loud bells. But all of you have the chance to 
join in this festive part of the holidays in NoDa with painted faces, glowing 

horns, or photographic proof that you braved the sharp teeth for a selfie. Why? Not just to 
bring out the fear, but to bring people an alternative holiday celebration that honors our 
neighborhood’s commitment to the arts. 

Krampus—sometimes known as the “Anti-Santa Claus”—is a figure in central European 
folklore. With long horns, a shaggy body, sharp fangs, and a long lolling tongue, the 
Krampus is a fearsome figure, but he actually works for jolly old Saint Nick. Tradition has it 
that Saint Nicholas employs the Krampus to help him keep tabs on children’s behavior. In 
this regard, he’s a bit like the Elf on the Shelf, except much less terrifying than that creepy 
little elf that just watches you relentlessly, secretly judging everything you do. 

Over six years, the NoDa Krampus Krawl 
has grown and changed. We started with 
only thirteen Krampusen and a Saint 
Nick, but have added more fur and fangs 
every year. Our first child-sized Krampus 
is now as tall as most of our other 
Krampusen, and we’ve gotten even more 
support from the NoDa businesses each 
year, who also appreciate the Krampus 
joy. This year, the NoDa Business 
Council fully funded Krampus, leaving 
us more time to prepare other horrors. 
Unfortunately, for the first time, 2019’s 
Krampus Krawl will not be headlined 
by Evergone (we can only assume that 
playing for Krampus has launched them 
into wider fame), and our Saint Nick has 
moved to Raleigh, leaving a seven-foot 
gap in our hardened Krampus hearts. 

Despite these changes, the Krampus 
Krawl still ends at JackBeagle’s with 
the Rumpus and three amazing bands: 
headliner Hipgnostic, with Dad Bod 
and Ultralush. The artists of the Get 
Dead Crew continue to paint people to 
look furry, evil, or downright demonic. 
Rowdy Robin will be telling tales as 
she leads the Krampusen to music and 
events, and the pirate crew will bring 
some additional scandalous behavior 
into the Krawl. Plus, there is all of the 
fur, horns, and halos Krampus always 
brings to town!

Should you meet the Krampus posse 
all you need to do is tell one of their 
wranglers whether you’re been 
naughty or good, and they will give 
you a set of horns (or a much rarer 
halo). They will glow if you’ve chosen 
correctly. Children wearing a halo will 
receive a pat on the head, and well, 
the naughty ones may be carried off 
by Krampus. The Krampuslauf will 
launch at Canvas Tattoo’s outdoor 
space at 5:30 pm with an opening 
band, starting their evening of scaring 
virtuous children into good behavior 
for the next year and “punishing” 
wicked ones (and here we mean to 
include both young and old). Then, 
they’ll be poking into local business 
to make sure none of the naughty 
children get away. Note: this is all 
in play, and we will not actually be 
punishing anyone who doesn’t want 
to be part of our event.

By Nicole Peterson

KRAMPUSNACHT
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7

Approximate schedule 
(Krampusen don’t wear watches):
•	 Release of the Krampusen at 5:30 pm 

at Canvas Tattoo at 3012 N. Davidson 
Street to roam NoDa

•	 Facepainting by Get Dead Crew at 
Canvas (5:30-6:30 pm), Sanctuary (7:00-
8:00 pm), or Company Store (8:30-9:30 
pm)

•	 Storytelling by Rowdy Robin

•	 Krampus Rumpus at JackBeagle’s with 
Ultralush at 6:30 pm, Dad Bod at 8:30 
pm, and Hipgnostic at 10:00 pm

As always, the Krampus Krawl is free, open 
to the public, and appropriate for those who 
enjoy the holiday spirit in many forms and 
aren’t afraid of a little fright. 

You can keep up on all the NoDa Krampus 
Krawl happenings at Krampus.noda.
org, on Facebook under the group 
NoDaKrampusKrawl, Twitter @NoDaKrampus, 
and Instagram @NoDaKrampus.

Photography by AustinCaine.com
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Husbands Scott Lindsley (left) and Joey Hewell (right) are 
serial entrepreneurs and local influencers, so there’s any 
number of places from where you might know them. 

Scott is a Charlotte native and a top Queen City realtor, having founded a property 
appraisal firm and helped establish a couple of successful realty companies. He 
now works as an independent realtor in the neighborhood (www.januscharlotte.
com).

For a little over a decade, Joey ran chic hair salon, J. Studio, designed avant-garde 
clothing, and produced fashion shows locally. In 2011, with Scott at the helm as 
editor and Joey as Fashion Director, the couple (with other partners) started 
the lifestyle magazine SEEN Uptown, one of several publication projects Scott 
has been involved with over the years. You might also remember Joey from TV, 
he was a regular segment contributor on WCCB programs from 2007 to 2018.

NoDa has long been dear to the couple. Joey, transplanted from Georgia, found 
his first Charlotte friends hanging out at Fat City, and much of the pair’s early 
courtship happened in the neighborhood during the Gallery Crawl Years. 
However, the opportunity to relocate from South End didn’t present itself until 
the Great Recession. In 2012, realtor Scott showed the historic home at 704 
East 36th Street to a holistic doctor looking for a place he could live and from 
which he could also potentially operate a medical practice. The home was in 
foreclosure, and the zoning was appropriate for business. When the physician 
definitively passed on the property, Scott called Joey. “We fell in love with it 
immediately,” says Hewell.

Large sections of their new back yard were paved in concrete, likely envisioned 
as an office’s parking lot. Instead, Joey and Scott saw a massive garden—eleven 
raised vegetable beds, edible landscaping, and eventually two beehives. They 
just called it “the garden,” but their little urban farm began to attract attention, 
and soon it was dubbed “Linwell Farms,” as in [Lin]dsley and He[well]. Get it? 
Known for its dinner parties, the spot was even featured on PBS’s The Victory 
Garden. It wasn’t their first garden, but it was the biggest.

After some initial conversations with a retiring grower, Joey and Scott began 
eyeing the empty lot across from their home and decided to bring a farmers’ 
market to NoDa. Joey decided he no longer wanted to be a stylist and was 
considering what he wanted to do next. “It was ideal timing. It was a really fun 
project,” says Scott. The NoDa Farmers’ Market, open Saturdays spring-to-fall, is 
now run by Jason Baker and located at Canvas Tattoo on North Davidson Street 
(@canvastattooandartgallery).

The Linwells weren’t looking for a new project—not at all. But then one fall 
morning in 2015, after getting their regular morning coffee at Smelly Cat, they 
noticed an “Available” sign on the building behind the coffee shop—the former 
studio of sculptor and artist James Clark. The couple walked around the structure 
with their coffee trying to figure out what sort of place it had the potential to 
be. The pair worked out a concept that, because of all its many unique pieces, 
became hard to articulate. They got the keys on December 3rd and worked until 
March 4th getting The NoDa Company Store ready.

If you haven’t been, The NoDa Company Store (@nodacostore) is technically, 
well, a store, but it’s also a twelve-tap beer bar, wine shop, snack seller, and 
rotating art gallery that hosts food trucks, live music, art fairs, and cookouts, all 
with a Zen garden attached. Yeah, it is hard to describe. “We’re a neighborhood 
hangout,” Joey explains. “We jokingly called it ‘the back porch of NoDa,’ because 
we’re right behind the main strip. We designed it around THAT.”

The Linwells wanted the venue to be extremely laid back and designed a place 
where an individual would feel comfortable “hanging out for ten minutes or two 
hours” and where people would meet. Its many large tables are designed to 
facilitate patrons having conversations with strangers and sometimes people 
rove from table to table. “When we moved here, everyone was so welcoming 
to us. So, we wanted to create a place where people could be friendly and 
welcoming to new people,” says Joey.

The store’s proprietors don’t believe the concept would work without a 
neighborhood like NoDa. Joey explains, “It’s the neighborhood and the way 
people are open and diverse and able to be whoever they want to be. The 
neighborhood allows [The Company Store] to be a place where community 
can grow.” Scott finds the words to sum it up, “It evolved because of the 
neighborhood and from the neighborhood.”

Ryan Sumner is the creative director of Fenix Fotography (www.fenixfoto.
com), and specializes in artful portraiture of business and cultural leaders, 
corporate headshots, and other advertising images. He can photograph you 
and your coworkers at his portrait studio at the Colony in NoDa and is available 
for location work too. His fine-art work is available through his gallery at the 
Charlotte Art League.

ON THE BACK PORCH
By Ryan Sumner

Fenix Fotography

PAGE 3



PAGE 4

GETTING RID OF PLASTIC AND 
WASTE ONE HABIT AT A TIME

By Nicole Peterson

At the Novant (once called Thunder Road) Marathon cheering 
station at Local Loaf, I realized too late that I was using a plastic 
cup for my beverage of choice. It was certainly a small thing, 
but after learning about the great garbage patch in the Pacific 
and other difficulties around getting rid of waste, I’m trying to 
reduce my waste, particularly single-use plastics. I’ve found a 
few like-minded friends, and we decided to share our efforts, 
successful and not, for those also interested in trying a few new 
tricks. The goal for us is less waste, since zero waste is really 
impossible, according to those who’ve tried it. 

We’re three NoDa residents at different stages of reducing 
waste:

Becca Bellamy is sharing her tips with relative newbies Susan 
Plante and Nicole Peterson. Last month, we wrote about the 
new recycling rules and what they mean for the disposing 
of plastic and other waste. But we also want to reduce the 
amount we buy or use in the first place. 

This month, we’ll tackle the “to go” plastics: How to avoid 
buying single-use plastics and other materials for food, drink, 
shopping, etc. For us, these were about setting up new habits—
some were easy, but some even our pro struggles with. We 
hope you’ll use some of these strategies and maybe build up to 
the more advanced tricks. Let us know what else you’ve tried!

The easiest ways to reduce plastic use for us have been using 
reusable grocery bags and bringing our own coffee cups and 
water bottles. 

•	 Cloth grocery and produce bags are now really easy to 
find. (Pro tip: avoid polyester and other plastic fabrics.) 
After a few months of keeping them in your trunk or 
tucking a folded one in your purse or pocket, we found 
that we remembered to use them more regularly. 
Occasionally, we do end up with plastic bags, but way 
fewer than before. 

•	 Reusable coffee cups and water bottles are also really 
easy to find and just need the same habit-building practice 
of keeping one in your bag. (Pro tip: avoid plastic lining or 
materials.) We’ve picked a few that we love to use, making 
it a treat to bring our own to coffee shops and work. They 
also tend to keep your coffee warmer or your water colder.

For those who’ve mastered the art of bringing your own 
reusable bags and cups, there are a few next steps you can 
take, like refusing plastic straws and receipts (which include 
plastic), buying aluminum or glass instead of plastic bottles for 
sodas, and bringing your own silverware and napkins with your 
bagged lunch. These take a bit more work, and can be a little 
awkward to do the first few times, but help keep from creating 
more waste. 

Finally, a few advanced options for those dedicated to reducing 
waste: carry your own utensils and straws with you for eating 
at picnics or other places using single-use utensils, and bring 
your own to-go containers for extra food or when you’re 
ordering take-out. Since those clam-shells aren’t recyclable, 
they just go in the trash unless you’re reusing them.

There are a few places we’ve been buying portable utensils, 
straws, and containers. Rooted Rethinkery at Camp North End 
is the first shop in Charlotte dedicated to reducing waste, so it 
is a great place to start. Other shops, like Book Buyers in Plaza 
Midwood, have some nice selections of wood or metal options 
as well. 

We still have a long way to go ourselves, and we hope you’ll 
let us know of any strategies you’ve tried that work for you. 
Email us at greenification@noda.org. We also look forward to 
sharing more ideas over the next months as we talk about how 
to avoid unnecessary waste in the kitchen and bath, as well as 
in clothing.

2020 NEW YEAR RESOLUTION:
At the dawn of a new decade, make a new year resolution
to cut back (and eventually cut out) single use plastics.
Let’s make ourselves and our earth better. It will be hard
at first, but we can do it. If you discover your own tips
and tricks, share them with your friends and us!
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A TREATISE ON
FREE WILL

First I drank four different beers, then I played Connect Four with a 2-year-old, and then 
I hit my first golf ball ever for 90 yards! I was just getting started. I drank another four 
different beers, sang “Happy Birthday” to my good friend Mary Roland, then shot and 
killed invading alien bugs (first with a shotgun, next with a pistol). Then I drank a pint of 
my favorite of the eight beers. Then.… Well, I kept choosing to have fun!

The ancient Greeks told the story of Oedipus as a discussion point: Do we have the liberty 
to decide our own fate, or does fate determine how our lives unfold? For millennia, 
humans have fallen hard on both sides of that question (and increasingly, along the 
nondualistic school of compatibilism, but I digress).

According to their website, Free Will Craft + Vine was named because they are all about 
personal choice. “Pick your beverage, play games, relax on comfy couches, compete 
on our HD multi-sport simulator, or fire up the laptop and pound out some work. You 
choose.” So whether you live every moment like a Dionysian free will enthusiast, or 
whether you just want to find a way to escape the rigmarole of life for an hour or two, 
Free Will has you covered.

Disclaimer: Those first eight beers I drank in the intro paragraph were only 1-2 ounces. 
In fact, the new-to-NoDa thing about Free Will is that it is a self-pour bar. You start a tab 
and receive a personal watch-like wristband for everyone in your party. With that band, 
you can activate any one of 60 taps and pour your own drink. The costs are calculated 
to the hundredth of a penny by the tenth of an ounce. My math brain felt appeased 
knowing I was being charged for exactly what I received.

Prices range from a quarter to a dollar per ounce, with the average sitting right around 
$.45. You have the option to taste just a swallow or two of dozens of beers or to drink 
a few pints of your favorite. Hard seltzers, ciders, a variety of wines, and Prosecco are 
also on tap. There are drink specials on most weeknights. Plan ahead with the regularly 
updated tap list at www.freewillcraftvine.com (or decide not to).

Different sizes of glassware are available for you to help yourself. I especially love the 
glass rinsing stations at every corner so you can clean out the remnants of your old 
beer to make way for the new. No one wants their D9 to mix with their Narragansett 
(or maybe they do—choose your own adventure!), but why create extra dirty dishes? … 
Unless you want to!

Enjoy your drink with a plethora of exciting activities. There is trivia on Thursdays and 
live music on Fridays. Have a philosophical conversation or play a board game. There are 
shuffleboard tables, cornhole sets, and of course their monster gaming system which has 
a 12x12-foot screen allowing you to interact in life-size games like golf, football, lacrosse, 
or shooting monster attackers. Reserve it for twenty minutes for $15 on weekends and 
just $5 during the week. (Pro tip: book ahead of time online.) For now, the gaming system 
is free on Mondays!

Decide your own fate and visit Free Will Craft + Vine at 3701 North Davidson Street (in 
the same building as Divine Barrel Brewing). As my husband Erik commented afterwards, 
“It’s like a personal beer fest … and you can shoot things.”

By Lauren Schalburg
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When does one call themselves an “artist”? That was one of the questions that came up when I met Charlotte Art 
League (CAL) member and North Carolina native, Courtney Salton, at Free Range Brewing to discuss her artwork. 
The brewery is just a hop, skip, and jump from CAL, so after checking out her work at the current exhibition (where 
she had four large beautiful pieces on display), we figured the brewery was the perfect place to settle in and 
discuss art. However, we both arrived a bit famished, and as luck would have it, we were able to score some hot 
empanadas and fried plantains from The Chimi Spot, a Cuban-Dominican food truck, fortuitously parked next door 
at Divine Barrel Brewing for the NoDaHood Market FestiFall. 

With our brews and bites in hand, we got down to talking. I learned that Salton has been drawing her whole life 
and has been interested in art ever since she can remember. Growing up in Winston-Salem, she took art classes as 
a child, but as many of us do, followed her parents’ advice and put art to the side to follow a more traditional path. 
After graduating from Saint Mary’s High School in Raleigh, Salton notes, “The College of Charleston’s campus won 
me over with its old buildings and low country location.” She obtained a Bachelor of Science in Psychology, noting, 
“all the while I soaked in the views, unconsciously gathering material for art years later.” 

Directly after college, Salton moved to Charlotte and met her husband, a Charlotte native. and together, they raised 
two children, three dogs, and a guinea pig. About six years ago, Salton realized she needed to paint, as she says, 
“to get it out.” “Art is what words cannot express: what I cannot say in words I say with art,” she explains. Salton 
confided that at first, she only painted for herself, rarely sharing with others that she even painted. Then after 
discussing painting with a local artist friend, Salton was encouraged to take classes at Braitman Studio where she 
quickly progressed from the basics in figure and landscape, to the intermediate classes, and finally to the advanced 
classes where she still studies today. She hopes to always be learning and growing, noting, “my desire to paint has 
only increased as has my knowledge and awareness of the local and national art scene.”

When viewing Salton’s oil paintings, you are struck by large, ambitious canvases covered with bold, confident 
brushstrokes, thick textures, and a rich use and juxtaposition of colors. Salton’s style has been described as 
“aggressive impressionism.” She uses a lot of medium to build up and model the oil paint. However, Salton also 
creates small, more intimate works in watercolor, vibrant in their color and composition.

Regardless of the size or medium, the sense of movement and motion in each painting captivates the viewer and 
pulls them into the piece. One theme Salton has revisited several times is the image of koi swimming, and this of 
course naturally lends itself to movement and expression. However, she also has the ability to capture the feeling of 
motion in paintings of subjects that are usually considered static—roadways converging at a point in the distance, 
tree limbs stretching up into the sky, or flower petals extending out from their stem. You can feel the love affair the 
artist has with the brush and subject.

Salton says, “My trips around the Carolinas provide inspiration, whether at the beach or mountains.” On one such 
trip, Salton literally jumped out of the car to capture the image of an old red barn shed behind a field of Black-eyed 
Susan flowers.  She says, “I am moved by the way the light hits the subject, the dance of colors, and the movement 
in the scene.” While Salton will take photographs of a scene, she works more from memory of how a place makes 
her feel. This feeling comes through to the viewer of her artwork. “I love the way I feel when I’m painting. There is 
nothing like it. I feel most at peace with a brush in my hand,” Salton reveals.

Salton considers herself an “emerging artist.” Her acceptance into Shain Gallery’s Up-and-Coming Invitational show 
in July 2019 helped her “come out of my shell and express myself” as well as start to get noticed. Her involvement 
at CAL has also been part of her journey. Salton says, “It’s empowering to be a part of CAL; to see how a show goes 
together, what goes on behind the scenes, and what makes an event work.” CAL is about “supporting other artists, 
and learning about yourself through the connections you create by being a member,” she says.

As a developing professional artist and active community member, Salton frequently contributes her artwork to 
support various charitable causes throughout Charlotte. For example, she participated in the Bee Mighty Gala 
which provides medical support to NICU infants, and Pat’s Place Blue Jeans and BBQ event which helps abused 
children learn to thrive again. Salton also donated work to the Myers Park Presbyterian Church Art Auction for 
Youth Scholarship for children in need, The Learning Collaborative Green Apple Gig Auction which raises money 
for young hearts and minds, and the Charlotte Country Day School Art Pop-Up, just to name a few.

In the coming months, you can see and purchase Salton’s artwork at the McColl Center Members’ Exhibit at 721 
N. Tryon Street, from December 5ththrough January 4th, as well as the Good News Shop at Christ Church at 
1412 Providence Road, in March 2020.  Salton recently signed on with Straight to Art (www.straighttoart.com) 
out of Charleston, SC, where she will be launched as a new artist starting in February 2020. And of course, her 
work is available 24/7 on her website at www.courtneysaltonfineart.com. You can also reach Salton via email at 
courtneysaltonart@gmail.com or Instagram @courtneysaltonart.

The next show at CAL is the Winter Juried Show with the opening reception and awards ceremony on December 
6th from 6 to 9 pm, with the show running through January 31st.  This is one of CAL’s biggest shows of the year, so 
be sure to come on by.

CHARLOTTE ART LEAGUE 
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
COURTNEY SALTON

By Heidi Gordon



DECEMBER 2019           TAROSCOPES

By Gina Spriggs

Charlotte native Gina Spriggs has a global cult-following 
for her book The Intuitive Tarot Workbook and her 
courses The Art of Intuitive Tarot and The Secrets of Tarot 
Cards for Creating Abundance on DailyOM. NoDa folks 
can visit her in the flesh! Get a reading, grab a tarot deck, 
or get a custom carved candle by visiting Gina (and her 
daughter Gianna) at Curio, Craft & Conjure at 3204 North 
Davidson, Suite C (upstairs).

Sagittarius (Nov 22 to Dec 21) - 10 of Cups: It’s all about YOU this month, Sag! 
You may have the type of blahs that even binge shopping won’t cure. Enjoy 
time with your family, get some exercise in, and grab a book on a topic that 
excites you. This low energy time is like gas…. It’ll pass. Need help? Clear your 
energy field with a Limpieza with Gianna at Curio Craft & Conjure.

Capricorn (Dec 22 to Jan 19) - Knight of Swords: You are kicking ass and 
taking names while those around you are standing around playing with their 
lips. Have patience. You will have to show those around you what you expect. 
Not everyone has the skills you do. Unwind with a massage with Kelly at 
NoDa Yoga.

Aquarius (Jan 20 to Feb 18) - The Star: You are the light that is attracting 
all the moths! People keep coming to you because they think you know the 
scoop. It’s it totally ok to admit that you are as clueless as they are. Just don’t 
get pissy because the admiration is a compliment. 

Pisces (Feb 19 to Mar 20) - The Hanged Man: There is an incredible opportunity 
to build on what you already started. You may be feeling restricted by the 
new boundaries put in place, but a change of perspective could allow you to 
be the beneficiary of greatness if you don’t let your ego get in the way. Come 
back down to earth with a beer at NoDa Company Store.

Aries (Mar 21 to Apr 19) - Knight of Cups: Opportunities are all around you. 
Say “yes” to the ones that honor your talents, gifts, and skills. Whatever you 
do, don’t let your ego allow you to overestimate your abilities. Stretch? Yes. 
But don’t splatter. Treat yourself to a gift from Pura Vida.

Taurus (Apr 20 to May 20) - King of Swords (R): Just because your sign is 
represented by a bull, it doesn’t mean you should bump heads wherever you 
go. Sure, you have been misquoted or misunderstood. It’ll pass. Focus your 
attention and energy on completing projects so you can start the new year off 
fresh. Speaking of “fresh”… freshen up your look at NoDa Barbers or Orange 
Olive.

Gemini (May 21 to Jun 20) - 2 of Wands: There is a romantic (or platonic) 
partner you can pool resources with, and now is the time to do it. There is 
a win/win for each of you, but it is not without hard work. But who cares? 
When you do what you love, you never work a day in your life. To brainstorm, 
meet colleagues for a drink at Protagonist.

Cancer (Jun 21 to Jul 22) - 2 of Cups: The planets are aligned for you to create 
a deep, committed connection now. The more realistic you are about your 
partner (or your future partner), the more you can see who you have become 
by seeing yourself in them. See, the truth is that people never love others, 
they love themselves through others. Adorn yourself with a piece you co-
design with the folks at Custom Jewelry Lab.

Leo (Jul 23 to Aug 22) - 7 of Pentacles (R): Almost nothing goes right the first 
time, so don’t let (what you feel is) failure frustrate you. Let the stress and 
tension out at NoDa Yoga. It will give you all the benefits you need now and 
be a great diversion.

Virgo (Aug 23 to Sep 22 ) - Ace of Wands: Ok. You have prospects all around 
you. (Weeeee!!) Now don’t talk yourself out of something ‘cuz you don’t think 
it will be “perfect.” Nobody cares about “perfect.” They care if you actually 
know what you’re talking about. So go wild and stretch yourself beyond your 
comfort zone.

Libra (Sep 23 to Oct 22) - Knight of Wands: Are you moving towards your 
goals and dreams or away from discomfort? There is a difference. Parse 
through your feelings, and cull the ones that help you make good choices. 
Avoid reacting. Take a few days to ponder if you are being driven by spirit or 
ego.

Scorpio (Oct 23 to Nov 21) - High Priestess: This is not a time to rest on your 
laurels, Scorp. It’s time to move ahead, so put in the work. Opportunities 
won’t just come to you, but your efforts will pay off. Look for opportunities to 
increase your resources. Tap into your innate wisdom, and you will be guided 
in the right direction. Don’t trust your wisdom? Get a reading at Curio Craft 
& Conjure.
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Help save a life this holiday season!

Friends of Feral Felines is a registered 501(c)3 all-volunteer organization located in the greater 
Charlotte area. Our mission is to humanely manage feral and community cats through TNR 
(Trap, Neuter/spay, vaccinate, and Return). We rely on our many dedicated volunteers and 
community cat caretakers to provide an improved quality of life for our many community cats. 

We hope to reduce the population of feral cats and the birth of homeless kittens, and thus 
reduce the euthanasia rate in our local shelters. Our rescue depends entirely on donations 
and fundraisers to care for the cats. 

Funds raised help offset the cost of medical expenses such as surgeries (spay/neuter), 
vaccines, injuries, and illness as we go into the winter months. All proceeds go directly to the 
care of the cats. As always, we appreciate any and all support!

Please feel free to stop by Four Dogs Pet Supplies (2630 North Davidson Street) to drop off 
cat food donations or funds to help support these volunteer efforts. Thank you for supporting 
Friends of Feral Felines and for Helping Save Lives!

By Lisa Jones

DECEMBER 2019           TAROSCOPES BE A FRIEND OF FERAL FELINES
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As I write this piece, it’s exactly two weeks before Thanksgiving. And as you’re reading 
this, it’s likely a couple of weeks after. For many years, our family tradition has involved 
each person at the table listing at least one thing that they are thankful for. In the spirit 
of that tradition, I wanted to list just a few of the reasons I’m thankful that we moved 

to NoDa more than four years ago.

First—and I know a few will dispute this—I believe that NoDa is in its sweet spot right now. We’re still a bit 
funky, quirky, disjointed, and discombobulated. We’ve got a couple of massive new swanky apartment 
complexes and loads of breweries. But we’ve also got junkyards at our borders, a still-deserted immense 
mill just to the north, and a place-that-time-forgot section on Cullman and Benard Avenues just over the 
tracks. Nothing wrong with any of those relics. Just that we’re not exactly South End—at least not yet. I 
like that.

I’m thankful that when we walk up and down North Davidson Street and across 36th, we know a lot of 
the business owners, and they know us. We love to stop by and shoot the breeze with Joe Kuhlmann and 
Don and Chris Koster at the Evening Muse. A little down the way, we peek our heads in and catch up with 
Teresa Hernandez at Pura Vida. Further down North Davidson, we chat with AJ Klenk, who’s more than 
happy and proud to show us the progress on his new venture, the Goodyear House. In the good weather, 
there’s Jason Baker holding court at the NoDa Farmers’ Market at Canvas Tattoo, and he’s eager to show 
me his newest wrestling move. And when we feel like a longer walk, we check in with Christa Csoka at 
Artisans’ Palate, who’s happy to share her food and drink discoveries and the latest local art. Having lived 
in Indiana, Chicago, Amsterdam, and other parts of Charlotte, we’ve never felt more connected to our 
business community than we do in NoDa.

A PERSONAL GIVING OF THANKS
By  Eric Linne

As I wrote here a couple of months ago, even though we have a great view of the skyline, 
we’ve got a ground-level view of wildlife in this area. Because of all of the native flowers 
planted in the neighborhood as part of the Butterfly Highway project, we see an increasing 
number of birds, bees, and butterflies visiting ours and neighbors’ gardens. And as many of 
our neighbors have pointed out, one needn’t look far to spot deer, possum, raccoons, hawks, 
and of course, coyotes. I love the mix of urban and our version of rural.

While we talk a lot about the great music, art, food, and historical buildings all around us, I’ve 
found most satisfying the sense of community that we’ve come to experience in NoDa. While 
we have friends from Herrin Avenue to The Plaza, from Charles Avenue to 35th Street, we’ve 
become especially close to the people living in our little enclave of “Secret NoDa” (Ritch and 
Benard Avenues). Having been cut off from the rest of the neighborhood for more than four 
years, as immediate neighbors we’ve developed a bond and closeness that I’ll remember no 
matter where we live in the future.

I have one final debt of gratitude before I close. I’m particularly thankful for the enormous 
work and love that Lauren Schalburg has poured into making the NoDa News one of the finest 
small neighborhood newspapers I’ve ever read. We’ll miss her after this, her final edition. 
Having worked with a number of editors in other venues, I’ve found Lauren to be one of the 
more thoughtful, flexible, and hard-working journalists I’ve been around.

I’m thankful for you, Lauren. I feel confident that I can speak for the neighborhood in this 
regard as well. We’ll miss your steady hand at the helm of the NoDa News.
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NODA HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

By Robbyn Tangney

I’ve written the annual holiday shopping article for the last few years. It’s a pleasure and honor to recognize 
the many hard-working small business establishments in our community. Good journalism would demand a new 
angle and a good hook for this article; however, the hook and angle are still very much the same: small businesses 
represent a vital component to the U.S. economy, and we as neighbors serve as patrons to assure these businesses 
survive and thrive. They provide local jobs as businesses themselves and as businesses who use the services of 
other local businesses. And, on the personal front, they beat the big box stores hands down for unique gifts.

Gift cards are ubiquitous these days. Most of NoDa’s restaurants, breweries, bars, coffee shops, and retail shops offer gift 
cards or certificates. Don’t forget about the cool brand wear at our local breweries—from t-shirts to hats and coozies.

How about show tickets to The Neighborhood Theater or the Evening Muse?

Pura Vida Worldly Art has so many options, where to start? I love their textiles. The last time I was in, I noticed some 
kitchen towels made from the same fabric as their larger bed covers. Owner Teresa has an eye for unique items such as 
those metal bird sculptures. (Of course, I love them, they are robins!)

Love art and local artists? Ruby’s Gift is our trifecta of gifting goodness: a local retailer offering lots of unique items made 
locally—I mean really locally—by artists living and working in NoDa, such as David French prints, Docklands Design posters 
and shirts, and Day Hixon angel wings (a personal fave), with interesting and unique options that you will certainly not 
find at the mall. 

Looking for something truly magickal? Create a personal connection at Curio, Craft & Conjure by choosing a crystal, a 
candle, or a deck of tarot cards. 

For the more fashion-forward gift needs, try Bartique and Jade Sky (tucked away on the east side of North Davidson Street 
up near Craighead Road) or Johnny Fly for sunglass and optical wear.

Need to pull together a last-minute hostess gift? Try Salud Beer Shop for unique brews. Divine Barrel, Bold Missy, or 
Protagonist all offer crowlers/growlers. Hit up Bodega or Local Loaf for a nice bottle of wine. Throw in some pimiento 
cheese and crackers and you have a gift even Scrooge would appreciate.

Consider yourself challenged to now venture forth in NoDa and shop local. Happy Holidays, NoDa friends and neighbors! Here’s to a 
great 2020. Shop Drop N’ Roll Holiday Makers Market: December 8, noon – 6pm. In partnership with Crowned Sparrow Craft Co., NoDa Brewing Company (2921 N Tryon) will be hosting the artisans from Charlotte and the surrounding area to give you a headstart on your holiday shopping! While you sip on tasty craft brews, you’ll be able to peruse incredible hand-crafted goods and participate in special giveaways. A portion of proceeds will benefit Safe Alliance.

SHOP LOCAL STORES & MARKETS
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FIRST
TUESDAY
OF EVERY

MONTH

VOLUNTEER TO
BE A NODA 
ADVOCATE!

NODA NEIGHBORHOOD &
BUSINESS (NBA) MEETING

Join your fellow neighbors for our monthly NoDa Neighborhood 
and Business Association meeting on Tuesday, DECEMBER 3, 
6:30pm at: Heist Brewery in the Canteen Taproom.

Never got a chance to see the Beastie Boys? Damn. Well, High Plains Drifters will be paying 
tribute to their legacy by performing “Licensed to Ill” on Saturday, December 14, at Amos’ 
Southend (Doors: 8pm). The illustrious trio of Josh Phillips, Eli Cramer, and Philo Reitzel 
spearhead this live band and one DJ. Josh has a long and absurdly fun history of coming to 
NoDa from Asheville, NC, performing at the Neighborhood Theatre with Yo Mama’s Big Fat 
Booty Band and the Josh Phillips Folk Festival over that last 15 years. But this latest project 
is a true must-see, as this all-star lineup brings you as close to the real experience as you 
can get, faithfully recreating some of the most influential music of our time. For real though, 
who doesn’t love the Beastie Boys?

BEASTIE BOYS KNOWN TO 
LET THE BEAT MMM...DROP!


