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3rd Annual Homegrown 
Tomato Festival
Supporting Local Non-Profit:

100 Gardens 
Ah, July – the month of increased air conditioning bills, sun burns, and getting 
marred by rouge fireworks. Yet, we forget about those small inconveniences 
because July brings us homegrown tomatoes. 

Where can one sample and celebrate this homegrown tomato perfection? Let’s 
get down to it. 

The When and Where:    
Saturday, July 27, from noon to 4pm at the Neighborhood Theatre.

The How:   
Tickets are available for $10/person in advance online on the Neighborhood 
Theatre’s website or the Homegrown Tomato Festival’s website. Kids under 13 
years of age are free. Each ticket includes a voucher for a free tomato sandwich 
(paid tickets only).

The Big, Juicy Day:

The Homegrown Tomato Contest:   
Backyard growers will compete for the best overall tasting tomato in the land. Attendees will 
have the (quite amazing) opportunity to sample tomatoes from the contestants. As long as 
samples are available for the tasting, tasting shall be had. Contestants will vie for a People’s 
Choice title (voted on by YOU) as well as a Critic’s Choice title (voted on by a pre-selected panel 
of experts/enthusiasts). 

The Homegrown Tomato Cocktail Contest:   
Ten CLT restaurants/bars will compete for the best overall tasting tomato-inspired cocktail 
in the region. What’s made of awesome sauce about this fact? Each attendee will have the 
opportunity to try a cocktail sample. Yes, this is included in your ticket price. Don’t faint. Full 
discloser: The samples are small as well as legally and ethically responsible. Also, there is a 
limited supply available. When cocktail samples are out, they are out. If this part of the day 
peaks your interest in a keen way, arrive sooner rather than later. Contestants will vie for a 
People’s Choice title (voted on by YOU) as well as a Critic’s Choice title (voted on by a pre-
selected panel of experts/enthusiasts).

The Just for Fun Way to Compete:   
Only growing a tomato plant or two this season? Not interested in serious competition? No 
worries. This year, the festival will also offer some “just for fun” categories open to all attendees 
to enter. The categories are: heaviest tomato, weirdest/ugliest tomato, and best dressed/
decorated tomato. Submissions are due by 2pm, and winners will be announced by 4pm. 

The Icing on the Cake:   
Tomato sandwiches will be available for sale if you are hankering for more than the one included 
with your entry ticket and/or for the kiddos. Vendors will be around with local produce, 
goods, and wares. 100 Gardens will have a large display on stage, and their students will be 
representing the impact the programs have had in their school systems and in their lives. Pretty 
heartwarming. 

The Why

The Homegrown Tomato Festival is an annual fundraising event benefiting 100 Gardens, a Charlotte 
based non-profit that implements aquaponics farming in schools to provide hands-on learning in 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM), with additional emphasis on nutrition and 
business. All proceeds from the event will directly benefit the missions of 100 Gardens.

Currently, 100 Gardens has aquaponic programs in eight local schools including Garinger High School, 
Myers Park High School, Oakhurst STEAM Academy, and Stonewall Jackson Youth Development 
Center. Within each school’s greenhouse, students learn how to grow fresh fish and vegetables 
using aquaponics. 100 Gardens installs the system, develops lesson plans aligned with NC Essential 
Standards, trains teachers, and organizes workshops and internships for the students. 

With your help, we can improve and expand their efforts and achieve the goal of “100 Gardens.” To 
learn more, please visit their website and also view “Aquaponics and a New Way of Thinking,” a TEDx 
talk by 100 Gardens Executive Director, Sam Fleming.

Volunteers Needed

Calling all volunteers! Generous, time giving people are needed for such tasks as: slicing tomatoes, 
working the doors, aiding in judging, setting up, putting up posters around town before the event, 
and more. Interested in being a good person? The volunteer sign-up is on the Homegrown Tomato 
Festival website and Facebook page or you can email 100 Gardens Executive Director, Sam Fleming: 
sam@100gardens.org. 

Homegrown Tomato (noun): 
A delectable, vine-ripened fruit grown with 
love and sacrifice. This species can be con-
sumed alone or in conjunction with white 
bread and Duke’s mayonnaise. The home-
grown tomato’s native environment is the 
backyard, raised or in-ground garden bed, 
local farm, farmer’s market, and within 
certain discerning restaurant establish-
ments. The homegrown tomato is current-
ly on the endangered species list at many 
grocery store chains. The species ranges in 
color from pink to black and prefers unique 
names such as “Big Boy,” “Cherokee 
Purple,” “Early Girl,” and “Brandywine,” 
among countless others. Sentence exam-
ple: “I eat homegrown tomatoes because 
they taste hella better than the ‘water dog 
maters’ at Food Lion”.

@homegrowntomatofestival
homegrowntomatofestival.com

100gardens.org

By Hollis Nixon

@100gardens



By Michele Lemere
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IN NODA

There was a time when NoDa’s hot commodities were porn … and pastries.

While much has been said about Neighborhood Theatre’s interesting past as The 
Astor, a XXX porn theater (“Park in Rear” stated the marquee), just a few steps down 
the sidewalk was The Pastry Shop. It was a bakery that drew loyal customers from 
across Charlotte and might even be the birthplace of the Charlotte bagel.

We interviewed Charlottean Sue Watkins via email and did some quick research to fill in North Charlotte’s 
pastry past.

“I remember seeing businessmen duck in and out of there,” said Watkins, referring to the Astor. She 
worked part time at The Pastry Shop during high school and college in the late 1960s. The bakery supplied 
rolls and desserts to several large churches and caterers and was famous for its custom wedding and 
birthday cakes. Many longtime Charlotteans remember the shop’s honey buns, cinnamon twists, and 
biscuits.

A bakery at 36th and North Davidson dates back to at least the mid-1950s, when Variety Bakery opened. 
By 1960, it was The Pastry Shop. Watkins worked the front counter and decorated cakes under owners 
Charlie and Quinette “Cookie” Cook. Charlie had learned the pastry trade in the Navy and “worked hard, 
from 4 or 5 am until all the baking was done.” Cookie was a talented cake decorator and crafter, she said.

Teens didn’t hang out in the neighborhood too much during those days, according to Watkins. She 
remembers Linda’s Soda Shoppe, the YMCA, and Kostake’s Records at 35th and Davidson, her favorite 
place to buy 45s.

In 1966, a 3-alarm fire gutted some of the businesses on that corner. It ignited in the Hudson 
Manufacturing Co. next to the Astor and spread quickly through the connected attics. Hudson, 
which made knitwear, as well as a laundromat, several upstairs apartments, and the bakery were 
heavily damaged. The theater was evacuated, but escaped with smoke damage.

Nevertheless, the bakery remained on that corner for another 20+ years. It changed hands to 
James and Margaret Navy, then to Rick and Barbara Dudley. According to The Charlotte Observer, 
by the mid-1980s, it was one of only a handful of open businesses in the neighborhood, along with 
Pat’s Time for One More, McCullough Automotive, Consolidated Printing, and Bill’s Pub. Long-
timers remember luxury cars rolling up to the bakery to pick up an order and quickly moving on.

And, it was most likely Charlotte’s first commercial bagel bakery. According to a 1987 Observer 
article, northerners Marty Fox and Susan Solomon rented space at The Pastry Shop. Their goal: to 
introduce Charlotte to the bagel. They sold their “Bubbe’s” bagels from an Uptown cart and to a 
number of local markets.

Time rolled on, and by the 1990s, the Dudley’s had moved their shop to Lincolnton, later renaming 
it 36th Street Bakery and displaying artwork. Bagel chains have since moved to Charlotte. Porn 
moved out, and Neighborhood Theater, Boudreaux’s, and an art gallery that became Sanctuary 
Pub moved in. Sweet.

The exterior 
and interior 

of the bakery 
in 1977. The 

bakery entrance 
was closer to 
current-day 
Sanctuary 
next to the 

Boudreaux’s 
building (left), 
which was a 
former bank. 

Photos by Barry 
Lester (barry@

barrylester.
com).

NoDa’s Early Pastry Shop on 36th
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This is an article about “community” and “development” … in a philosophical 
sense. 

I moved to NoDa in 2007. I bought the last house that I could afford to buy in this 
neighborhood before everything got really, really expensive. And I was keenly 
aware that my house was already really, really expensive to the community who 

came before me.

I got involved in the NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association (NBA) pretty soon after we 
moved in. I could tell that there was a big social aspect to living in NoDa, and the NBA was a good 
way to meet my neighbors and get up to speed on how the neighborhood was changing. There was 
a plan for the LYNX Blue Line to extend this way, and if that happened, I knew NoDa would be in 
the position to grow into the type of neighborhood that I’ve always dreamed of: walkable, vibrant, 
diverse, urban, with a community village feeling. 

The NBA asked if I would like to head up the Vision Committee and tackle a revised NoDa Vision Plan 
with an eye on the year 2020. I had no formal education in architecture, planning, or government, 
but I was interested in those things and thought I could contribute some ideas for the future of NoDa. 
The previous Vision Plan had been produced in the mid-1990s and it was clear that NoDa had already 
changed a lot between 1995 and 2008.  I knew it would continue to change as we approached 2020.

It seemed like the most NoDa thing to do: Why couldn’t we write our own Vision Plan? Why did we 
need the city planners to do it for us? After all, we knew what NoDa was like at ground-level on a 
daily basis. 

NoDa has always been on the edge of the city’s influence. What I mean is that this enclave of North 
Charlotte and NoDa was built, run, and looked after by its community. From 1905 to 1995, the 
people of North Charlotte and NoDa were on our own as the City of Charlotte often looked away. 
That meant that we could get away with a lot of weird stuff in the ‘90s and that we had every right 
to make our own Vision Plan. 

In 2009 the market crashed, and we watched a lot of NoDa’s grassroots businesses close, including 
most of the galleries and a lot of the funky local shops. Momentum to upgrade and invigorate 
NoDa’s built environment stalled, and I wondered if we were backsliding into rougher days. But we 
plugged along as if the sky wasn’t falling, and with a group of NBA members and board members 
who had become close friends, we adopted a complete NoDa Vision Plan 2020. We identified much 
of historic life and charm that made NoDa unique including our village homes, sidewalks, streets, 
and historic downtown.

Vision Plans are meant to be a road map for the future, not a checklist. As we approach the year 
2020, a new volunteer embodiment of the NoDa Vision Committee is working to create a new road 
map for the future. There is a lot more at stake now than in 2008. The LYNX opened NoDa’s enclave 
up to the city, and everyone’s eyes are on our community now. 

Those of us who have been here since 2008, 1995, or 1905 know that we have only made it this 
far because of the community we built together. The way this place feels is unique in Charlotte; 
that’s why people flock here: our sidewalks, our street grid, our historic village homes, old bricks 
buildings, and even the occasional dilapidation and bizarre paint schemes. The tiny details 
shouldn’t be ignored, and with the care of our future community to recognize them, NoDa can be 
protected and guided to grow but not change beyond comfort. 

In the past several years, I’ve witnessed a change in the community. Longtime residents and new 
neighbors get heated when discussing the future of this place that we all love. Arguments and 
frustrations about control of the future of NoDa are more common as developers are changing the 
fabric of our village. Everyone has an opinion about how NoDa is changing.

Hopefully, we can all stay united to advocate for the people at ground level—for dogs walks, and 
backyard parties, farmers markets and arts markets, locally owned businesses with sidewalk art, 
parties in the park, and sitting on historic front porches that have held this community together for 
a century through good and bad times. 

I’m proud when a developer references the NoDa Vision Plan 2020. It means that we had some 
influence on their decision-making process, whether it shows up at street level or not. The 2020 
Plan grew out of a collaborative and democratic process with dozens of people over several years. 

One of my big advocacy points was to address the importance of good sidewalk design in NoDa. 
City Planning had a blanket policy to have wide planting strips and street trees but missed the boat 
to advocate for wider and better sidewalks. You may notice a patchwork of sidewalk widths and 
shapes and depths around NoDa. This is a result of years of developers being pushed and pulled 
by the Planning Department without looking at the historic fabric of our existing sidewalks. The 
Planning Department is now implementing a unified planning model that addresses issues like 
this, but planning occurs from the top down and not from dog walks and front porches. The NoDa 
Vision plan did a good job to shine a light on this small detail that is actually really important to 
how NoDa feels.

There is one regret about the NoDa Vision 2020 plan that I see now: The new Wooden Robot 
building that replaced the historic Newco Fiber Mill on 36th Street. I knew the Newco Fiber building 
very personally, as I was one of many artists and creators who rented space in the industrial lofts 
and basements. That building was never pretty and didn’t have a very good street-front presence, 
but it did have charm. I’m excited for Wooden Robot, Rush Bowls, and Jeni’s Ice Cream, and I 
think Novel NoDa is a good addition to the ‘hood. But I’m really disappointed that service doors 
and blank walls now face 36th Street. With all the moving parts and redesigns of the 36th Street 
Station, Novel NoDa, the 36th Street bridge “tunnel,” and the dormant NoDa Mills, we should have 
lobbied for a good face on 36th Street. I hope someday there will be murals and art on those blank 
walls, but that will never be the same as windows and shopkeepers and neighbors interacting.

That’s what it’s all about anyway: putting on a good face, being open and connected, and working 
together to protect and grow the community that we have built together. 

Put On a Good Face, NoDa
Community Visions for a Changing North Charlotte

The old Newco Fiber building on the corner 
of 36th and [what is now] LYNX NoDa Light 
Rail Station. Photo from 2015. 

By Evan Plante
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C. M. Wells (@cmwells_art), co-founder of the National Association of 
Collaborative Artists, is one of the many artists calling the new NoDa 
location of the Charlotte Art League home.

The young artist works in several traditional art media: charcoal, 
sanguine (reddish-brown chalk), oil-paint, and clay. Wells calls her style Representational 
Realism, which she explains as “sort of the opposite of abstract, trying to represent something 
from real life as realistically as possible. I like classical art—Michelangelo, Botticelli—and I enjoy 
taking that and putting a modern twist on it.”

Although she has lived in Charlotte since her family brought her here as a thirteen-year-old, 
Wells’ artistic journey began at an even younger age. Some of the earliest memories of her 
native Glendale, California, are of first-grade classmates asking for drawings. “I’ve drawn my 
whole life, for as long as I can remember, but I’ve only been taking it seriously for about the last 
seven years.”

She went on to study art formally, at least for a while, completing four semesters in the online 
program of the Academy of Art University, a school based in San Francisco. Eventually, she and 
the institution parted ways. “I decided it wasn’t what I wanted to do—spending all that time and 
money. I feel like anyone can learn to draw, but at a certain point, I could grow myself without 
getting further and further in debt.”

With such strong roots in Renaissance classical art, Wells naturally works with the nude human 
body. While in school, she felt confined within the classical “Western Ideal” form, whose 
proportions were set literally in stone by the Greeks. These days, she endeavors to show a 
broader range of race and body types through her figure drawing. “Representation matters to a 
lot of people. To see a reflection of yourself is important for self-worth.” She brings these values 

By Ryan Sumner
Fenix Fotography

Drawn From Life: C.M.Wells
to the weekly life drawing sessions that she facilitates at the Art League.

Wells believes women of color face more barriers to success in the art world generally, and because 
she works in a European tradition, Wells’ audience sometimes experiences a disconnection between 
her race and gender. “At one show I had my drawings up and an excited attendee came up to me 
asking, ‘Who is this artist?’ ‘Where’s is he? Where is C. M. Wells?’ When I replied, ‘It’s me,’ …the 
shock on his face...” She continues, “The expectation is lowered for women artists and black women 
artists. I’ve had people say that my art doesn’t match my personality, but no one group owns light, 
shadow, line, and realistic representation.”

When experiencing difficulties, Wells has her talent. “Art can be a refuge. It can be an escape from 
the world, or your life, depending on what you need to escape. I’m driven by my need to escape—so 
I don’t go crazy—and also by my need to express myself because I’m not really good at expressing 
myself outside of art.”

That life as an artist is difficult is no secret. To steel herself up for that, Wells thinks about her 
priorities and places personal happiness and fulfillment ahead of money. “It’s a sacrifice to pursue 
art fully and not go the easy way. The sacrifices are mostly financial. You spend all your time pursuing 
something that isn’t guaranteed, but you do it because you love it, to say something with your art, 
and hopefully to enact some change in the world.”

Ryan Sumner is the creative director of Fenix Fotography (www.fenixfoto.com) and specializes in artful 
portraiture of business and cultural leaders, corporate headshots, and other advertising images. He 
can photograph you and your coworkers at his portrait studio at the Colony in NoDa and is available 
for location work too. His fine art work is available through his gallery at the Charlotte Art League.

Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org 
+ re-post on social media!

NoDa News is a community-driven monthly periodical. We have published for thirteen years.
 We are always looking for contributors, photographers (front cover/story), and advertisers: Our 
reach is every doorstep and business in NoDa,  noda.org, Charlotte libraries and visitors centers.

PAGE 6

MANAGING EDITOR
and ADVERTISING:
Lauren Schalburg

news@noda.org

COPYEDITOR: Trish Boyles
ART DIRECTOR: Evan Plante
evan@docklandsdesign.com

ADVERTISING: ads@noda.org

NEWS@NODA.ORG
816 E. 37TH ST.
CHARLOTTE, NC

28205

NoDa News is a publication of the Historic North 
Charlotte Neighborhood Association, a 501(c)3 
charity d/b/a NoDa Neighborhood + Business 
Association in Mecklenburg County, North Caro-
lina.  Advertisers pays our bills.
Any submission will be considered for public-
aion by the 15th of the month. Content ap-
proval is based on the approval of the editors.

@NoDaNews

/NoDaCLT

/NoDaCLT

2015 SPECIAL 
JUDGES AWARD

FULL COLOR 
NEWSLETTER



PAGE 7

Satarah Productions is excited to announce that its annual cultural festival Bloom 
will be back for its seventh year. Performance artists from across the United 
States and Canada will once again come together with local performers to share 
their art and passion with the Charlotte community. As in the past, Bloom will 
feature over 100 performers, including dancers, aerialists, sideshow acts, fire 
artists, contortionists, burlesque performers, and more.

In addition to performances, these artists will provide hands-on immersive workshops to introduce 
participants of all ability levels to new and exciting ways to explore their creativity. 

“One of our goals has been to encourage people to get into the arts and get into performance 
without feeling like they have to be at a certain level to get there,” said Bloom co-founder Satya. 
“I have people come up to me all the time that say that they … didn’t realize that that was even 
possible or saw someone performing that hasn’t been doing it for very long.” 

The show also evokes a safe sense of inclusivity for both performers and event attendants to connect 
with themselves, each other, and the performances. 

“One of the most important things about Bloom is the community that the show creates,” Satya 
says. “People can come in and feel the support and love that everyone there has for one another, 
even people they don’t know.  The community is able to be felt immediately.” 

Bloom will also feature a local artisan market, a variety of food options from local food trucks, and 
a full bar with a selection of wine and regional beer.

The festival will be on Friday, July 26, and on Saturday, July 27, at Charlotte’s newest arts and music 
venue, The Amphitheater at Station House, located at 4100 Raleigh St. next to the Sugar Creek 
light rail stop. Family-friendly performances will be featured on Saturday, July 27, from 12:30 to 
6pm, with adults-only performances starting after 6:30pm on both days. The family friendly show 
will delight and inspire an audience of all ages with a whimsical showcase of acrobatics, dance, and 
more.  The adult-only performances will feature burlesque and more mature themes not appropriate 
for children.  Bloom has VIP passes available for $85 each day. Each VIP pass includes a Bloom shirt, a 
glass of champagne, a Bloom water bottle, and a reserved seat in the front of the audience.

Tickets for both the shows and the workshops can be purchased at: www.inspireyourbloom.com. 

Dance, fire, circus arts and more
at this year’s Bloom: Return to Roots

By Jillian Mueller
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Cancer (Jun 21 to Jul 22) – 9 of Pentacles: Do your routines reflect how you want to look 
and feel? You may have come to uncomfortable realizations that helped you realize it is 
time to make adjustments for yourself and your health. Unfortunately, you have to do the 
work here, but you can go to Curio, Craft & Conjure for magickal support.

Leo (Jul 23 to Aug 22) - Queen of Swords: Feel like speakin’ your mind, huh, Leo? You may 
spend your time moonwalking through apologies, but hey, truth is truth. If people can’t 
handle the truth, find those who can … or adopt a cat at Mac Tabby Cat Café. (Cat’s don’t 
argue.)

Virgo (Aug 23 to Sep 22 ) - 3 of Cups: Surprise! Your “inner foodie” is coming out to play! 
Take a cooking class and invite a few friends over to taste the fabulous dish you learned 
to make. Or take a friend to Crepe Cellar for dinner. Feeding others brings out your “inner 
care-taker” —helping you feel the love yourself.

Libra (Sep 23 to Oct 22) - 5 of Swords: Some may say that your tongue is like a knife, but 
it’s more like a friggin’ machete. And there are no “take backs” once the machete cuts 
to the core. Focus on honing your professional skills and do everyone in your sphere of 
influence a favor: Spend some time alone this month.

Scorpio (Oct 23 to Nov 21) - The Tower: Expect drama. You can’t avoid it, but you can 
determine how you will respond. (Note: I did not say “react.”) A great option is to focus 
on something new. Have you heard about the NoDa Costume Crawl? It’s the 3rd Thursday 
each month. It may provide the perfect escape as you ride out the storm.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 to Dec 21) - High Priestess: As much as you would LOVE to jump 
on your soap box and offer your sage wisdom to the masses, DON’T. Not only will it be 
poorly received, but the truth of the matter is that these ho’s aint ready for the truth. Go 
to Bartique to sip & shop. You’ll look fabulous while grinning from the sidelines.

Capricorn (Dec 22 to Jan 19) - 2 of Pentacles: You think you want to work with your 
partner, but you may want to do a test drive first. Determine who does what, and what 
the split looks like. In fact you need to discuss ALL the hairy details. The reality is simple: 
Some folks can do this with ease and grace… Others? Not so much.

Aquarius (Jan 20 to Feb 18) - 4 of Swords: Partnerships are complex … with tons of 
potential for egos to get in the way of communication. Take care of YOU. Do something 
JUST for YOU. Get a massage or create another “self-care” routine. The benefits will help 
you digest times like these.

Pisces (Feb 19 to Mar 20) – Temperance: Details are NOT your strong suit, but now is 
the time to stay on top of them to avoid problems later. If problems do pop up, I won’t 
say “I told you so,” I’ll just suggest doing something—anything—for someone else. It will 
make you feel better.

Aries (Mar 21 to Apr 19) - Empress: You may experience some feelings around your 
mother this month. Whether she is still “here” or not, you will find it time to relieve 
yourself of shame AND blame. Allow the lessons, power, and opportunities from your 
past to transform any previous judgment on her or yourself.

Taurus (Apr 20 to May 20) - 6 of Cups: Nostalgia and memories from your past may 
inspire you to reach out to old friends or family you haven’t seen in forever. You may 
even journal about these things so you can hold on to the good memories and release 
the bad ones.

Gemini (May 21 to Jun 20) - 7 of Pentacles: It’s time to hunt for treasure: antique shops, 
yard sales, and your parents’ house may be good places to start. Be sure what you own 
is what you value. Purge the rest to make room for “new.”

Charlotte native Gina Spriggs 
has a global cult-following for 
her book The Intuitive Tarot 
Workbook, and her courses 
The Art of Intuitive Tarot and 
The Secrets of Tarot Cards 
for Creating Abundance on 

DailyOM. NoDa folks can visit her in the flesh! 
Get a reading, grab a tarot deck, or get a custom 
carved candle by visiting Gina (and her daughter 
Gianna) at Curio, Craft & Conjure at 3204 North 
Davidson, Suite C (upstairs).

By Gina Spriggs



PAGE 9

Powered by OrthoCarolina, Supported by SHARE Charlotte, Hosted by Hygge  
by Dre Ross, Nicole Reyes, and Kate Micham, letsmakeamark.org.

Charlotteans are eager to make a mark in their community. 

Some of your local NoDa residents have poured their energies into bringing a national event to 
our local market.  Make a Mark Charlotte brings together student and professional designers, 
developers, and other talented makers to create pro-bono work for deserving causes in an 
energetic 12-hour marathon. It gives Makers an opportunity to create unique, meaningful work 
and develop a motivated and inspired community.  It gives nonprofits a pipeline into talented 
creatives to help them develop a project that otherwise might not have come to fruition. 

Why Charlotte?

As Charlotte has grown at an incredible pace over the last couple of years, so have talent and 
opportunity. An eclectic city hungry for connection—and home to countless nonprofits and 
creators—deserves a platform like Make a Mark to foster community we wouldn’t otherwise find.

Historically, Charlotte has been a creative underdog ,  yet you can find art in every corner and 
structure. Collaborative programs, spaces, and developments are popping up 
often and everywhere, naturally connecting people from all walks of life whether 
professionals, dancers, musicians, artists, photographers, etc.

Charlotteans are eager to make a mark in their community, and we’re eager to 
facilitate this opportunity in our city.  

Why Make a Mark?

Charlotte’s fast-paced growth continues to attract smart, impressive talent but presents its own 
unique challenges as well, including an unavoidable divide between neighborhoods and a disconnect 
between those who want to get involved and where to start. As the city and its residents work to 
figure out how to come together and support initiatives, Make a Mark will be an immediate benefit 
to those already making a difference. 

With the support of some generous partners in the community, the second annual Charlotte Make-
a-Thon is underway.  We would love to see some of our fellow NoDa residents participate in this 
wonderful event, either through the nonprofit you’re affiliated with, as a creative Maker, or a day-of 
volunteer. 

If you are interested in supporting Make a Mark CLT as an in-kind sponsor, we are currently looking 
for partnerships and donations to support our day-of event to make it the most successful it can be 
to benefit our local community. 

Applications for Nonprofits and Makers open August 1st through August 31st.  Visit letsmakeamark.
org/clt to apply. 

There will be an informational session for those who want to learn more before 
they submit that application or to meet others who will be part of the event. 
Follow us for details!

Want to learn more about Make a Mark CLT?  Visit our website, subscribe to the 
newsletter, find us on IG @lets_makeamarkclt, or send an email to charlotte@
letsmakeamark.org.

Make a Mark Charlotte: 



Everyday Rhythms
When was the last time you felt truly relaxed? Or had a moment of 
pure playfulness? Rest and play are crucial to a healthy lifestyle, and 
summer is the perfect season for recreation. The animals have come out 
of their hidey-holes, the plants are in full bloom, and even kids are out of 
school. It is the season for trips to the park, beach vacations, and much 
more! Life still has its demands, though: the bills, the house repairs, 
the paperwork, etc., are all still crying out to be taken care of. We all 

are capable of stumbling into the habit of overworking ourselves, and even spending our 
times of relaxation worrying about the work that needs to be done.

Our family at Convergence Church is no exception. As our gatherings ebb and flow with 
families going and coming for vacation, there are many who are also feeling the weight 
of the business of life bearing down on us. We tend to lose out on the joy and peace that 
recreation was intended to give us. Scripture says that “on the seventh day God finished 
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he 
had done.” If even God rested from His work, perhaps that should tell us something. Rest 
and play is not only a physical activity but a spiritual one. It involves releasing, if only for 
a second, the cares of this world to the providence of God, and living peacefully in the 
enjoyment of the moment.

We recently had a “Church Workday” at Plaza Baptist, in which we were able to do some 
cleaning and maintenance of the grounds of the church where we meet. After almost half 
a day of spreading mulch under the sweltering summer sun, we were exhausted. Yet in 
the midst of the sweaty labor, there was a playfulness we enjoyed the entire time in each 
other’s company, which made the work that much easier to endure.

As a church family, we are blessed with the opportunity to help lift the burdens of life for 
one another to remind us that we can rest in faith that it will all work out and just enjoy 
life as it comes. It can take many different forms: a birthday party, an event at the park 
for the NoDa community, sometimes just a BBQ for a local neighborhood. These are all 
opportunities to live out the mission of God; the work we have been called to is a work we 
can take up joyfully, not with coldness and rigidity, but with hope and faith!

We are lucky to be a part of the NoDa community, where there is no shortage of fun 
places to go and things to do  (and if you ever run out of ideas, you can click the Calendar 
link at the top of this page). Make it a point to brighten someone else’s day, and invite 
them to do something fun. Help them to re-create the passion in their life by stepping 
away to some good food and good company. These seemingly small things can have a huge 
impact on someone’s life.

If you are interested in joining in the fun with Convergence Church and the NoDa 
Community, please visit us at ConvergenceChurchNC.com

By Levi Gray
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Road Closures: 
Local Businesses 
Need Our Support
 
As part of the permanent Craighead Road closure, North Davidson Street will be 

temporarily closed between Anderson Street and Donatello Avenue for infrastructure improvements. 
This stretch of road includes some on-street parking that will be unavailable during the construction.

Of course, this will make access to and from downtown area complicated for many residents, but 
businesses in this area will be hit especially hard. The businesses in this area already see less foot 
traffic than cars, but with this loss of parking spots and a more difficult way for people to find a 
route to them, many shop owners are concerned about the impact to their businesses during this 
construction phase.

People in the know can still find their way there and find parking. So please keep this in mind and 
make special trips to our NoDa North neighbors like Divine Barrel, Bold Missy, Crown Station, Dee 
Jai, Crossfit NoDa, Jade Sky, Pure Wax Bar and others to support them during the next few months.

By NoDa News
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NO NODA NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION MEETING IN JULY! 

The monthly NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association will 
meet on July 2 at 6:30pm at Heist Brewery in the Canteen Tap-
room. There will be no August 6 meeting. Please plan to join us to 
stay connected and informed!

FIRST
TUESDAY
OF EVERY

MONTH

VOLUNTEER TO
BE A NODA 
ADVOCATE!

TUES
7/23

EX HEX @ Neighborhood Theater
Merge Records (Durham) presents two bad ass garage-rockers to-
gether at the Neighborhood Theater. Washington DC based Ex Hex 
recently released their second record with Merge and features the 
female fronted swagger of Mary Timony, a staple of 90’s alternative 
band Helium. North Carolina’s Spiderbags opens.


