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State of the Association
Letter from the Prez
NoDa Neighbors &
Businesses,
I will not be surprised or
offended if you read the
above byline and said to
yourself, “I thought Hollis
was our president. Who is
this guy?”
As many of you know, after
15 years of dedication to
this neighborhood, Hollis
Nixon stepped down from
the Board of the NoDa
Neighborhood and Business Association (NBA).
During her time as president, she advocated (and
probably bled) for this
neighborhood, and her
impact will never be forgotten. While she isn’t
leaving NoDa, the lack
of her presence on the
t
iden
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By Jaco
Board will be felt, and we
can’t thank her enough
for everything she has
done to build this organization so it can continue to thrive into the future.
While I have gotten to know a lot of you, let me introduce myself to those I have not had the pleasure of meeting. My name is Jacob and I am a resident of the 28206 side of NoDa. (Shout out to
my Ritch and Benard neighbors!) My wife Caroline and I moved to NoDa in March 2016, and
we have since welcomed our one-year old son Ben into the neighborhood. We feel lucky to have
found such a diverse, artistic, and accepting community.
While I am newer to Charlotte and NoDa, I am passionate about this neighborhood and working
with ALL of our neighbors and businesses to preserve and grow what makes NoDa so special. I
joined the Board in 2018 to do just that. I have primarily been focused on listening to our neigh-

bors to address traffic and pedestrian concerns, as well as increasing the transparency of what
the Board does. I look forward to working with the Board and neighborhood in my new role as
president to continue those efforts, as well as many others.
I am a strong believer that December and January are the ideal months to slow down, reflect,
and prepare for a new year. As we look back at 2018, it is amazing to see what the NoDa NBA has
accomplished:
•

Engagement: Increased overall dues-paying members to 138 residents (64% growth
from 2017!)

•

Interaction: Increased average NBA meeting attendance to 70 people (up 43%), with
a high of 116

•

Safety: Launched Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Effort to identify, prioritize, and address neighborhood concerns; Met with City Council and CDOT quarterly to manage
progress

•

Greenification: Funded and installed eight new trashcans in the Business District to
address trash problems; Held three clean-up events; Banded trees

•

Events: Hosted numerous free events, including Janes’ Walk, Ghosts & Legends, four
Drinks & Thinks, Krampus Krawl, Novant Marathon Cheer Party, and Skill Sessions

•

Transportation: Welcomed the opening of the Light Rail and re-opening of 36th
Street after years of waiting

•

Development: Worked with the city, neighbors, and developers on seven rezonings,
with positive approval alignment with City Council; Used rezonings and interactions
with developers and the city to encourage plans that align with our neighborhood goals
(e.g., green, historic preservation, safety, parking, bikes, etc.); Received promise of
$30,000 for art across all projects

•

Branding/Advocacy: Grew our brand to build awareness of our neighborhood and support our businesses by increasing Instagram followership by over 30%, relaunching our
website (www.NoDa.org), and expanding the distribution area of the NoDa News

Looking into 2019, we have no plans to slow down and have big goals to accomplish. During the
January NBA meeting, we asked Association members what they would like us to focus on in
2019. Below is what we heard:
•

Increase NBA Interaction & Engagement: Continue to build upon the increased membership and participation of residents, including renters and businesses

•

Improve NBA Membership Benefits/Transparency: Improve how we explain value of
membership in the organization and explore business membership plans

•

Increase Brand Awareness: Continue to increase brand awareness across Charlotte
and improve partnerships with neighbors and businesses to expand the events we bring
to our neighbors and visitors

•

Work with Developers and City of Charlotte to Achieve NoDa Mission

•

Continue Holistic Efforts to Improve Pedestrian Safety & Traffic: Continue to liaise
with the city to improve pedestrian and traffic safety throughout the neighborhood,
including additional stop signs, lighting, speed reductions, and addressing dangerous
intersections

•

Revamp Defunct NBA Committees: Bring NoDaRioty, Vision, and Business Council
Committees back to life and find new volunteers to help lead and support them

•

Reestablish our Arts District Focus and Support of Artists

•

Initiate the Process to Refresh the NoDa Vision Plan

We are excited about what 2019 will bring, but we are only as impactful as the people that join
the Association, provide their voice, and volunteer their time to achieve our mission and vison.
The Board and I will continue to bring these types of updates to the Association every quarter
through the NoDa News. We also hope you will join us at our monthly Association meetings!
Also, you can often find Caroline, Ben, and me sitting at the bar of Company Store, playing softball at North Charlotte Park at 6 pm on Mondays, or attending neighborhood meetings and
events. If you see us, please introduce yourself. You can also reach me at president@noda.org.
(Don’t expect to find me on twitter, like another president you might know.)
Your NoDa NBA President,

Jacob Horr
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Something’s Happening Here:
By Matt Allen

Local Loaf

On Friday morning, January 11, 2019, Adam Andrew Spears and Kristen Ford had their most
recent dream realized as Local Loaf NoDa was officially open for business. I know, you have seen
the sign, and they have been selling some things for the last year and a few months, but they have
completed their renovations, added the kitchen and the hood, and are now able to sell their full
menu.
The couple met about four years ago at Brixx Pizza. Kristen was working there, and Adam had
come for some drinks and food and the two started talking. Kristen told him that she missed
making bread and hadn’t been able to make any since she was in high school. Adam told her she
could come by Local Loaf at 7th Street Market anytime to make some, and even left his number
for her on the receipt. She showed up, and they had their first date. He got free labor, and she got
to make some bread.
The two recently moved to NoDa and came across the opportunity to move into the old NoDa
Bodega (Southside Grocery if you’re Old School) space and expand their current business. “It’s
like getting three birds with one stone,” Adam said. “I get to open a restaurant in the neighborhood
I live in, open a second location, and open a restaurant in a house.”
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Adam has known his staff for a long time, and he feels they work well together. He met Jay eight
years ago at the Davidson Farmer’s Market and Noah (his second in command in the kitchen)
about six years ago. He notes their ability to bounce ideas off each other and use each other’s creativity to create something new and different.
“If I wanted to just keep making sandwiches, I could have done that,” he explains. “I wanted to
change what we had and offer other items.” Local Loaf offers some small grocery items, gravity
feed dispensers with bulk items, prepared foods, Boars Head deli meats, and so much more. “I
want the food to be fun, responsible, fresh, and healthy.”
Adam and Kristen are very proud of their craft beer and wine selection, and plan on adding
draft lines soon. The wine selections have been carefully put together, and they are planning wine
dinners in the future. They also have their on-premise license, so you can enjoy your beer and wine
with your meal.
“This is our second home,” said Kristen. “If our lights are on, we are open.” They may not be able
to make everything, but they want everyone to think of them as their nextdoor neighbors. “If you need a cup of
flour, or just a small something, come
ask us, we probably have it.” Visit Local Loaf at 800 E. 35th Street.

“If our lights are on, we are open.”

Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org
+ re-post on social media!
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By Levi Gray

Seeds of Peace:

Celebrating our Families

Early in December, Convergence Church held its first annual Kids Celebration event. We invited
all our families to join us for pizza at CiCi’s, and then went to Monkey Joes for some bouncy
house fun! It was such a blast for the kids and the parents. There was good food, good conversation, and most importantly, good fun! This was an important event for our church because we
truly value the moms and dads who work hard day after day to raise and care for their families,
and the little ones that they have been gifted with.
Although this is our first event of this kind, it is not an unnatural occurrence for us. If you attend a
service at Convergence Church, you will hear the sounds of laughing, the chatter of little voices,
and sometimes even crying. These are the sounds that make music to us, because they are the
sounds of our children. We are a family integrated church, because our children are so valuable to us that we want to include them in our life as a church. Young or old, large or small, we
celebrate together, learn together, grow together, and love together. It is not always the “safe” or
“quiet” option, but over time it has brought a tremendous blessing to us.

The young people in our communities are our future. As they grow and develop into mature
adults, they will be the workers, the entrepreneurs, the voters, perhaps even the officials who
will make up the lifeblood of our communities. If we have a hope for the next generation, then
we must make sure our children have that hope, and not just our children, but all the children in
our community! As we join together to make that goal a reality, our churches and communities
develop an even stronger bond together, a greater understanding of one another, and a mutual
sense of respect.
As a parent myself, I know we can often be bogged down by the demands of our duty. You cannot quit the parenting life, and there is no clock in or clock out for a mom or dad. Our children
need us whether we want them to or not! I often see the “tired parent” face, as I stroll through the
diapers section of the store, and I often have this face as well. The rewards for this are certainly
worth all the stress and strain, but there are moments when a parent is in desperate need for that
helping hand.
If we care for our neighborhoods and communities, we must be that helping hand. We must
welcome the families around us, supporting and encouraging them to keep up the most important work of all: not only embodying the values that give us hope for the future, but raising our
children with the same values, laying down traditions that give our children a stable foundation
to carry them through the uncertain days ahead. This is our best hope, and we invite you and
your family to join us at Convergence Church in working towards that hope.

The End of The
By Eric Linne

Great D i v i d e

For the past five or so years, we’ve been hunkering down
on the other side of the great divide. Don’t get me
wrong, we haven’t been sitting inside our houses feeling
sorry for ourselves (well maybe a little). We’ve been getting to know everything that the 28206 has to offer. Like
the Compare grocery, two Asian Markets, Le’s Bahn
Mi, Da Lucky Spot Barber Shop, and the plethora of
mom and pop shops and restaurants that are scattered
on this side of the light rail.
And we got to know each other. Since we only had two
blocks to walk (Ritch Avenue and Benard Street), nearly
everyone in our neighborhood has walked round and
round and round those blocks for five long years. Until
we knew every house, tree, and landmark by heart. And
we met our neighbors, which is a good thing. No, actually
it’s a great thing. All too rare in today’s busy world.
Then on an early evening last October 25 (I believe it was
6:13 pm, but don’t quote me), everyone’s world changed.
On both sides of the great divide.
36th Street was open! Say it loud and proud! The Great
Wall of NoDa had come down! Hallelujah!
While both 28205 and 28206 residents couldn’t be happier with this reuniting, I wanted to provide a short list
of what this monumental change has meant for one resident of the “other side.”
1. We can take evening and weekend walks that are not
simply two streets long. For Pam and me, that means seeing, up close and personal, streets and houses that we’d
only driven past previously.
2. We can more easily drive to places in adjoining neighborhoods. Whether it’s a quick trip to Food Lion, heading to Amelie’s, or a jaunt over to Plaza Midwood, it’s
now much easier to drive 36th Street than to navigate
traffic and trains on Tryon Street, Craighead Road, and
Matheson Avenue.
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3. If we want to go to dinner in NoDa,
catch a show at the Evening Muse or
The Neighborhood Theater, have a
coffee at Smelly Cat, or attend a NoDa
NBA meeting, we don’t have to worry
about parking. Our go-to lot had been
the YMCA, but that had been a very expensive monthly parking pass. Now we
walk.
4. For the first time ever, we’re seeing
people walk through our neighborhood
from NoDa as well as visitors riding the
light rail. While a number of these visitors are just passing through to get to
NoDa Brewery, we’re seeing a trickling
of new faces wandering up and down
our little enclave for the first time. And
we love it! Come on over and sit a spell.
5. We’re noticing more and more people
following the new NoDa Mural Map
(thanks Matt Alvis) to find the burgeoning mural scene created by Osiris Rain
and his artist colleagues at the Hart Witzen annex. If you haven’t been over yet,
you’re missing some of the freshest mural art that Charlotte has to offer. And
we’re looking forward to a much bigger
crowd at the biannual Hart Witzen Gallery Free For All. Again, if you haven’t
attended in the past, you’re missing one
of the coolest art evenings in the Southeast.
6. Finally, we’ve missed just running into
friends while out on a stroll any random
evening. There’s something about just
happening upon a familiar friendly
face while out walking in a neighborhood as unique and beautiful as NoDa.
So as the days get warmer and the sun
sets later, stroll over the other side of the
tracks and say hello to your Ritch and
Benard neighbors. I promise you’ll get
a warm welcome.
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By Gina Spriggs

Charlotte native Gina Spriggs has a global cult-following
for her book The Intuitive Tarot Workbook and her courses
The Art of Intuitive Tarot and The Secrets of Tarot Cards
for Creating Abundance on DailyOM. NoDa folks can
visit her in the flesh! Get a reading, grab a tarot deck, or get
custom carved candle by visiting Gina (and her daughter
Gianna) at Curio, Craft & Conjure at 3204 North Davidson Suite C (upstairs).
Ready to co-create with the Universe? In this new
monthly column, each astrological sign will receive
a Tarot-Forecast designed to give you a heads up on
what lay ahead. Armed with this information, you can
either ride the wave of great energy or dodge any energetic bullets pointed your way!
FEBRUARY: The Month to Love YourSELF.
Aquarius/The Star: You finally realize that YOU are the
secret to your success, and you are on a lucky streak.
Dream up the details of your desires, so unseen forces
can come to your aid.
Pisces/Tower: Hold on to your hat! Expect surprise
expenses, out of body experiences, and the end of an
emotional cycle, creating a sudden and much needed
change in your life.
Aries/Chariot: Your “get it done” attitude may come to a
grinding halt if you’re not careful. Create a new “path to
prosperity” specifically designed to help you meet your
goals…You can do it!
Taurus/The Fool: Time to slow down. Healing is possible through creative inspiration, study and travel, bringing new ideas around career! Take a leap of faith.
Gemini/Queen of Pentacles: Put your big girl/boy
pants on and get practical. Take a break from your
thoughts and your social life. Invest in YOU, NOT what
people think of you.
Cancer/3 of Cups: Nothing can be more grounding
than a practical romance, especially when shit hits the
fan at work. Clear the air. Hang out with friends. Have a
drink at Haberdish. Live a little.
Leo/The Lovers: Allow beauty and romance to breathe
new life into your relationship, or make changes now
that support your ability to attract a “new kinda” love.
Virgo/Judgment: Your current state is allowing you to
open to the idea of new healing modalities. Do the juice
cleanse. Get the “Limpieza” at Curio, Craft & Conjure. Do
the sound journey. Step outside of the box.
Libra/Knight of Cups: Clear and beautify your space.
Romance is in the air! This time it feels spontaneous
and—dare I say? —“risky”. Go for it… You only live THIS
life once!
Scorpio/Hierophant (R): You are inspired to move to the
beat of your own drum—moving against the crowd—
which is fine, EXCEPT with regards to your health. Don’t
confuse senseless “worrying” with plain ol’ avoidance.
Sagittarius/4 of Pentacles: Your attention is on money
and how you make it. Jupiter (the planet of “go BIG or go
home”) is with you all year, so you’ll earn BIG. You’ll also
be tempted to spend BIG, so watch your cash flow!
Capricorn/Ace of Pentacles: Ideas, downloads, inspiration: call it what you will, but you will be filled with new
ways to make mo’ and mo’ money!! Have fun with it. Just
remember where your heart is.
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Back in the Day:

A Sanctuary Story
There are plenty of great places to grab a drink in NoDa, and new places are opening up
regularly, but for many NoDazens, you just can’t beat the old stalwart that is Sanctuary
Pub. Sanctuary isn’t a place to chase down the newest fad in craft beers or rare wines, but it can’t
be beat for a perfectly poured Guinness, a beer and a shot before a show at the Neighborhood
Theater, or wings during a Panthers game.

By Eric Hoenes

The complex that now houses Sanctuary at the corner of 36th and North Davidson Streets was
originally built in 1946 by Charles Sears, who used it to run his business, the Charlotte Motor
Company (now Boudreaux’s). Sears later added the Astor Theater (now the Neighborhood
Theater) and the Astro Soda Shop (now Sanctuary).
The economic decline that resulted from the closing of the mills lead to the close of Sears’ businesses in the early 1950s. The building went on to house a number of other things, including a
beer hall and a store for adult toys and magazines—complementing the Astor Theater’s revival
as an X-rated film venue in the 1970s.
In the mid-1980s, the Church of Jesus Christ and the Word of Truth Family Church tried their
hand at rehabilitating the building.
Like so much of NoDa, the space became an art gallery in the 1990s. Its life in the arts began
under the curatorship of Paul McBroom who bought it in 1997 and named the space Art Gallery
Unlimited. Later, local painter Tom Schultz took over the space and renamed it Empathinc Gallery. The space was a fixture during the heyday of the monthly art crawls in the neighborhood
and hosted many important art shows in the late 1990s and early 2000s, including an exhibition
of musician Scott Avett’s (of the Avett Brothers) paintings in 2004.
The legacy of that art history is reflected in the pub if you know where to look. The graffiti mural towards the back of the pub is a relic of Tom Schultz’s use of the space as a studio, and the
name comes from the final art show held there in 2006: a solo exhibition by Osiris Rain entitled
“Sanctuary.”

“I called it
‘Sanctuary’
generally
out of the
idea of finding sort of a
solace and
a safe place
within”
-Osiris Rain

CAR RIDE BINGO
By Susan Plante

Welcome our 2019 comic strip,
Car Ride Bingo, by Susan Plante!

In a 2012 interview with the Back in the Day Committee, Osiris explained the origins of the
name. “I called it ‘Sanctuary’ generally out of the idea of finding sort of a solace and a safe place
within because there was a lot of aversion—I mean, a lot of appreciation [too]—but generally a
lot of aversion to the type of work I was doing, and that I still am doing.” Osiris had shown some of
his earliest work there as a teenager, so to have a solo show for the space’s last show as a gallery
was especially meaningful to him.
When the management of Boudreaux’s took over the space to open the bar they decided to keep
the name and the signage. Somehow it seemed fitting that with all the changes that were taking
place in the neighborhood, locals should have their own sanctuary to escape to. Osiris got a $50
bar tab out of the deal, which is not so bad when you consider that that’ll buy you 25 PBRs.

Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org
+ re-post on social media!
NoDa News is a community-driven monthly periodical. We have published for thirteen years.
We are always looking for contributors, photographers (front cover/story), and advertisers: Our
reach is every doorstep and business in NoDa, noda.org, Charlotte libraries and visitors centers.
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NoDa Barbershop Open
“A traditional, classic, old-school neighborhood barbershop.” That’s how
principal owner Anthony Lane describes his vision for NoDa Barbers. The
shop opened in NoDa on December 19 on the corner of North Davidson
and E. 35th Streets, next to Fu’s Tattoos.
Anthony, who grew up on the upper west side of Manhattan, moved his
business from University City because, as he tells it, “NoDa reminds me of
home.” He describes the diversity and neighborhood vibe as similar to his neighborhood in
New York, where he said he had friends of all nationalities, races, and backgrounds.
By David Spano

Besides offering classic cuts, shaves, and skin and scalp treatments, Anthony sees himself as a
consultant for skin, scalp, and “all textures of hair” for men. Prior to opening, Anthony advertised
everywhere from Yelp to Gayborhood and says the initial response has been overwhelming.
Anthony and part-owner Evaristo Fernandez, a native of the Dominican Republic, are already
hunting for another multi-dimensional stylist to join their team. They want a “people person” who
will treat clients “like family sitting in our living room.” Anthony points out that his family of
customers have included men off the street, well-known current and former Charlotteans, and
occasional visitors such as Al Jefferson, Danny Hamlin, Patrick Ewing, and Nelly.
While walk-ins are welcome, Anthony recommends calling for an appointment (980-949-6091)
or booking through his Instagram page (@noda_barbers) or the StyleSeat app.
A 2011 Johnston and Wales graduate who also does catering and has recently worked as a chef
at venues such as Del Frisco’s and the Concord Children’s Academy (his favorite cooking gig),
Anthony lives in Concord with his wife Melissa, a senior underwriter for Hartford Insurance,
and their 10-year-old daughter Bryce.
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Welcome to NoDa!

Mac Tabby Opens on 2nd Floor
of Our Historic Downtown
Mac Tabby, Charlotte’s cat café, is re-opening this month at its new location
at 3204 N. Davidson Street, on the 2nd floor across from Curio, Craft & Conjure.
“Almost two years ago, I stood feet away from what is now our entrance and said
to my broker, ‘I don’t know when, but we WILL wind up on this street,’” said owner
By NoDa News Staff Lori Konawalik about the NoDa location. “I literally felt it in my bones. The fact
that we are here now, and we will be a part of the NoDa fabric and community
for years to come is unreal. ‘Grateful’ doesn’t even describe how it feels. We love our new neighbors,
the constant buzz and vibe… the overall energy. In my opinion, CATS are just going to make it all
even better!”
Mac Tabby first opened December 16, 2017, up the street at Area 15. Since then, the innovative
concept of offering cafe beverages, quality cat time, and a responsible adoption process has lead
to the adoption of 121 happy cats.

Congratulations to Haberdish!

WINNER

Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority’s
2018 Restaurant of the Year Award!

Mac Tabby’s café offers beverages like coffee, tea, and kombucha and is separate from the actual
cat area. There is no fee to hang out in the café, so it’s a great spot to work, study, or meet friends.
Of course, we know what you really want is to get your feline fix.
All the cats are looking for a forever home. They are surprisingly social and predictably adorable.
Some love to curl up and have their chins scratched while others are eager to get frisky with a
feathered fishing rod. You pay by the hour ($12) or half-hour ($8) for time in the “cat lounge.” It’s a
popular spot, so reservations are encouraged. Walk-ins are welcome if space is available.
For more details, see mactabby.com or join their impressive following on Instagram and Facebook.
The pictures on social media are great for a midday pick-me-up!
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Urbanizing and Development
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Our Role in a New NoDa

NoDa residents are certainly no strangers to the development and redevelopment growth happening throughout the
neighborhood of NoDa, which is officially bordered by Matheson Avenue, North Tryon Street, Sugar Creek Road, and The
Plaza.
By Robbyn Tangney

In 2018, we saw seven formal rezoning requests that were
filed with the city and subsequently reviewed by the NoDa
Neighborhood and Business Association (NBA), a 501c3
non-profit organization.
When development is happening in your backyard—literally—interests peak, tempers can flare, and misinformation can
spread. Below are a few quick facts about rezonings and the
role of the non-profit NBA:
Community Meeting. A developer files a rezoning request with the City of Charlotte and is required to host a
Community Meeting. Developers do not have to appear at
NBA meetings, but recently, city staff has been encouraging
developers to use NBA meetings for their community meetings because the participating audience is larger. Invitations
to a Community Meeting are mailed to proximate property
owners, but any interested party can attend.
Residents and interested parties can and do meet with developers on their own to gather information and provide feedback. The NBA encourages active dialog above and beyond
their monthly meeting. You can look up individual rezoning
petitions on the city’s website [www.rezoning.org], where
the petitions are listed by the year and a number, e.g. 2018049.
Two presentations. Developers are not required to communicate with the NBA or appear at NBA meetings but have
found it is an important step in working through their petition.
This way, misalignment and other issues often surface and can
be resolved quickly and in advance of City Council voting. The
NBA’s process is to have petitioners make at least two presen-

We tend to see a lot of rezonings related to
a couple of specific zoning types:
MUDD (Mixed Use Development District): Allows for
MUDD residential, office, and commercial uses. Has specific
guidelines for minimum parking requirements per
square foot of business. Further parking stipulations may be required
by business classification, such as ones classified as EDEE (Eating, Drinking, and Entertainment Establishments).
TOD (Transit Oriented Development):
Typically, the immediate area around light rail stops.
Places a cap on the amount of parking allowed. Encourages high density but requires setback from neighborhood structures.
Limits or prohibits auto-oriented uses. Minimum density requirements.
Typically, no minimum parking. Pedestrian connectivity and open space
requirements. Ground floor design + streetscape standards.

TOD

B-1

Neighborhood business district

NS

Neighborhood services *

I-1

Light industrial district *

I-2

General industrial district *

*Generally
no longer applicable to new
development in
NoDa, but this
classification is
often associated
with existing
parcels and is
usually changed
in a rezoning
(e.g., changing
I-1 to TOD)

Single-family residential,
up to # units per acre
Multi-family residential,
R#MF up to # units per acre
TOD-M Transit Oriented
Development Mixed Use
Oriented
TOD-R Transit
Development Residential

R#

PED

Pedestrian Overlay District

tations to the NBA, with the last presentation resulting
in an NBA vote to support or not support the petition.
Vote. Eligible NBA members vote their support for or
against the petition and offer caveats with those approvals. Earning your right to vote is as simple as paying NBA
dues and attending a minimum of three NBA meetings,
whether you are a resident, property owner, or even a
representative of a business. Members may maintain
voting status by paying their yearly dues thereafter.
Discussions and Letter of Support. The NBA
Board works with the petitioner to resolve the Association’s questions and concerns. The NBA Board of Directors subsequently votes on whether to send a letter
to the city (this generally occurs), the content of that letter, and inclusion of caveats to their position of support.
These caveats are ideally written into the zoning site
plan when approved by the city and become part of the
zoning status.
Approvals. City Council has the ultimate decision on
approving a rezoning petition. The NoDa NBA’s support
or non-support is simply feedback for their decision. If a
rezoning petition is not approved, no new rezoning petition can be submitted for two years. Development can
still occur in that two-year period, but that development
must meet the current zoning guidelines.
When a petition is approved for rezoning, the approval
goes with the land and not the owner. If the land is
sold, the subsequent owner must abide by the zoning
status and zoning notes as listed on the approved site
plan or file a new rezoning request.
Questions about Rezoning? Use www.noda.org to find
NBA meeting minutes with details on developer presentations, membership discussion, and the resulting votes
or to find the letters of support written to the city. Contact the NBA Board by emailing board@noda.org.
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Location Change! Join us for the

February NoDa NBA meeting
at Heist Brewery in the Canteen Taproom

Same date + time: February 5, 6:30 pm
You can get inspired, involved, and informed
Contribute your dues by cash, check, or charge.

NODA.ORG

Take a Walk. Take in Art.

NoDa.org has a new look. You may have wondered why. Well, it’s a long story, full
of international sabotage, backdoor exploitation, and frustrating email correspondence that I’m not going to tell here, but it has a happy ending.

“In fall 2018, the site was hacked and we decided to just start from scratch,”
recalls Nicole Peterson, who spearheaded the effort to get the site back up and
By Lauren Schalburg
running practically overnight. “Lauren Schalburg, Robbyn Tangney, and I sat
around and picked a new theme and developed an infrastructure that we thought best suited the
neighborhood and its interests. We were sorry to see the old design go, but we’ve gotten great feedback about the refresh and are excited about how it will evolve.”
I should mention that the old version was a professionally designed website that received minimal
updates because of the complexity of its platform. Today, we have a dynamic website, that is constantly changing and developed entirely through the passion and generosity of volunteerism.
Enter Matt Alvis, a recently elected NBA Board member, who took on the role of web administrator and has been developing new and exciting features for the website on an almost daily basis.
Of these new features, the two interactive maps are easily grabbing the most attention.
One map allows people to filter businesses by categories like shops, breweries, music & entertainment, etc., even by public parking locations. This information is useful for NoDa’s growing
number of visitors, so the business map sits prominently on the website’s home page.
The other map provides details of all the public art installations in NoDa. You can search by a particular artist or zoom in on a particular area.
Matt described the inspiration behind the maps: “Every day, visitors and new residents search NoDa
for the best places to eat, drink, and shop. As they walk around, they can see the many murals and
sculptures that make NoDa unique, but until now there was no sufficient resource to connect them
with the artists’ other works.”
Geolocating and categorizing the businesses and outdoor art of NoDa was a collaborative effort
between NoDaRioty and NoDa Business Council, two recently reinvented committees. Of course,
we don’t have all the information yet. There’s quite a large category on the art map that’s titled “Unidentified, You Can Help!” Check it out and be a hero by helping solve these creative mysteries.
Send any missing information to info@noda.org.
You can find the maps at maps.noda.org or by clicking “interactive map” on the menu bar at the
top of every page on the website. Next time you’re out and about with guests, you’ll have, in the
words of Matt Alvis, “a handy-dandy pocket-guide for self-guided walking tours of NoDa’s sights,
sounds, and flavors.”
NoDa.org isn’t the only site in town documenting Charlotte’s art. Check out artwalksclt.com
or Instagram @artwalksclt. ArtWalksCLT, founded by Anne Lowe and funded in part by a CreativeMornings grant, came online right around the same time. ArtWalksCLT provides structured
routes with ordered information about the artwork you will see along the way. Right now, there
are two separate NoDa walks as well a Plaza Midwood walk and an Uptown walk, with more in
development.
So, get out there and see the creative side of Charlotte!

