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This elaborate recreational space was Electric Park. Located on what is now 36th 
Street between Spencer and Holt streets, it was named as such because it was the last 
stop on the North Charlotte trolley run (electric trolleys ran in Charlotte from 1897 to 
1938).
 
Our knowledge of this plot of land actually dates back to the late 1800s. In 1870, the 
first county poorhouse was established on the 100-acre property, encompassing 22 
buildings, crops, and horses. A stone building there was allegedly used as a pest house 
during the smallpox epidemic of 1896.
 
By 1904, the poorhouse had been moved to North Tryon Street and Harris Boulevard, 
and Highland Park Mill #3 was operational. The Mecklenburg and Johnston mills 
followed within 10 years.
 
The first version of Electric Park was an ambitious effort to become a regional 
destination. Built by Charlotte Consolidated Construction Co. in 1908, the 13 acres 
included a merry-go-round, a $1,500 military organ, and a pavilion. Occasional balloon 
ascensions were planned as well as an “electric theater.” The original North Charlotte 
trolley line, which connected to uptown Charlotte, was extended one stop to end in front of the 
park. The CCCC envisioned planned excursions from surrounding towns and was slated to run charter 
trains of tourists directly to the North Charlotte Depot.  The park was for whites only.
 
A June 1909 Charlotte Observer article welcomed a 7-month-old lion to the “Electric Park Zoo.” The 
anonymous owner stated the lion – “gentle as a child” but kept in a cage – had come straight from 
Panama and was on loan to the zoo for the summer. The other “beasts” at this zoo included squirrels, 
rabbits, and “several score monkeys” that occasionally escaped from their cages.
 
The fanfare was apparently short-lived, as all attractions but the pavilion were removed within a 
few years. Summer crowds were small. By 1912, it was owned and operated by Southern Power Co. 
There was talk of building an amusement park from the ground up, including a swimming pool and 
a glass-enclosed pavilion that could host dances even in winter. The property was surrounded by 
massive trees, the stream could be dammed for the swimming pool, and a clear spring at the upper 
end would provide an attractive area. A fountain had already been built at the entrance.
 
On June 22, 1914, The Observer declared the park had “risen from the darkness of oblivion,” in 
part because Lakewood Park had since been “given to negro people,” thus creating a demand for a 
whites-only park.
 
Then in 1920, Highland Park Mill announced plans for a community center at Electric Park with a 
bowling alley, reading rooms, library, gymnasium, and motion picture theater. With hundreds of 
millworkers and their families living in the neighborhood, owners saw the need for recreational 
space. Rather than trying to draw regional visitors, it would cater exclusively to mill families.
 
The October 14, 1920, edition of Mill News, The Great Southern Weekly for Textile Workers lauded 
the new facility as “… a thing of marvel. No community house has been erected in the State that is as 
pretty as the one being completed at this park for mill employees alone.”
 
The magazine describes it as a brick and green-shingled building with stone pillars and paved walks. 
Inside was a lounge, reading and dining rooms, a kitchen, an assembly room, a bowling alley, and 
movie equipment. The kitchen and dining room were to be used for “teaching domestic science and 
other household arts.” There was a cement pool between the community center and the bath house, 
which some say was the old county pest house. A lake behind the buildings and pool stretched all the 
way to Spencer Street. It was a city lake that supplied water to the mill villages and parts of Charlotte. 
(Residents on this portion of Herrin Avenue probably recognize this valley in their backyards.)
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A look back at NoRTH CHARLOTTE’s Electric Park

 
Lois Moore Yandle interviewed several residents about Electric Park for her book 
“The Spirit of a Proud People.” They remember roses planted around the lake 
and free rowboat rides on the weekends. Residents gathered at a bandstand 
near the lake for concerts featuring local musical groups or the Woodmen of the 
World band. Small-pin bowling was in the basement and silent movies on the 
second floor. Square dances were held on the main floor, and later, part of the 
main building was turned into a gym for basketball and wrestling. The Red Shield 
boys and girls clubs met there, and the Salvation Army had an outpost on site.
 
By 1948, the YMCA had taken over operations of the community center. Then in 
1952, the YMCA moved into its current building on North Davidson Street (then 
North Caldwell). Spencer Memorial United Methodist Church, named for one 
of the prominent owners of the Highland Park Mill #3, was located where the 
current YMCA parking lot next to Fat City Lofts sits today. It had held services 
there since 1907 but was in need of additional space. 

In a land swap negotiated by the mill, the church moved to Electric Park and 
remodeled the facilities while the YMCA built a new building and razed the 
former church property to create the current day parking lot. Spencer United 
Methodist remodeled the community center and held services there until 
its new sanctuary was complete in 1961. The church is now known as North 
Davidson, A United Methodist Congregation, and development continues.

The Electric Park’s 
man-made lake 
pooled behind the 
houses on Herrin 
Avenue and was ac-
cessible by a grand 
recreational build-
ing located on 36th 
Street. Today, you will 
find the North David-
son UMC and a ton 
of new townhomes 
under construction.

With its lake long gone and trees and homes in its wake, it is difficult to imagine a 
prominent spot on 36th Street as an exclusive destination. In the 1800s it was only 
for the poor. In the early 1900s, it was only for whites. And if you were a mill family 
between the early 1920s and 1950s, you and your friends had exclusive access to 
a place to swim, bowl, dance, or relax.

36th Street Electric Park 
photo c/o Lois Mary Yandle 

“The Spirit of a Proud People”

By The Lemeres

1800s: Mecklenburg     
County Poor House 
moves from 36th and will 
become University CMC

Turn of the century: 
Electric Park becomes a 
recreational destination

1909: Electric Park “Zoo”

1920s: Highland Park Mill 
Community Center

1940s: The YMCA takes 
over operations of Electric 
Park on 36th Street

1952: Spencer Methodist 
Church trades its building 
on N. Davidson for the 
former Electric Park

1961: Spencer UMC builds 
its current church as 
North Davidson UMC



To show your support 
in another way, check 
out their new 20th 
anniversary T-shirts (and 
other merchandise) at 
eveningmuse.bigcartel.com. 
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The Evening Muse celebrates 20 years by reopening after pandemic

By Evan Plante

The Evening Muse has been a 
cornerstone of NoDa’s art and 
entertainment for 20 years, and will 

finally reopen in May for intimate performances by national 
and regional singer-songwriters and bands.

April 6 marks the 20th anniversary of Joe Kuhlmann and 
Lea Pritchard opening The Evening Muse in 2001. Joe has 
continued to run the beloved music venue through much of 
NoDa’s formative years. 

“In 2001, NoDa was the wild west in Charlotte,” Joe recalls. 
“The district was left unto its own devices, and a week could 
go by without seeing a cop car drive through.”

In 2000, Joe and Lea met up for their first date on the corner 
of 36th and Davidson, at what was then called Living Arts 
coffee shop. One of the properties that was saved from 
collapse by NoDa pioneers Ruth and Paul Sires, the historic 
building’s corner was destroyed more than once by tractor 
trailer trucks running into it. Sires recalls paying $12,000 
for the abandoned building, and selling the corner back to 
the city for $8,000 to improve the sidewalk and create the 
now-familiar 45-degree corner entrance. Joe and Lea took 
over the lease in 2001, renamed it the Evening Muse, and 
joined the Neighborhood Theatre, Fat City, and Studio 23 in 
hosting live music in NoDa. 

Despite crashed trucks, the Evening Muse has always been 
a safe space for musicians and guests. Where many music 
venues can feel impersonal, the Evening Muse has made 
the historic mill office into a community living room with 
live music. For over a decade, the Muse hosted the NoDa Visit eveningmuse.com to see the schedule and buy tickets. 

Evening Muse owner 
Joe Kuhlmann, photo-
graphed last year by 
Ryan Sumner of Fenix 
Fotography
(www.fenixfoto.com)

Neighborhood Association meetings, and the community poured in to 
watch our neighborhood change. At the end of the night we would clean 
up our chairs, and the touring band would set up for sound check. 

“I didn’t realize how much I had taken for granted,” Joe said when asked 
about his year off. “I think we all realized how much as humans we need 
each other. People are wanting to be amongst others and to start a healing 
process...to know the power of music and community.”
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Noda nEIGHBORHOOD + BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS + NOTES

There’s a palpable feeling of anticipation in the neighborhood as mild 
springtime weather dovetails with increasing vaccination counts and 
loosening of coronavirus restrictions. Soon, it seems, we’ll be back at 
our favorite concerts, huddled inside our beloved bars, or gathering 
with large groups of friends and neighbors.

That optimism and feeling of levity is shared by the NBA Board, which continues to meet virtually 
as a small group, in large Association settings with the neighborhood (the first Tuesday of every 
month – please join! Details on back page), and on specific topics important to the community. 
There’s no shortage of activity as spring turns into summer – late April brought Earth Day and local 
street cleanups, our various committees are looking at the months ahead with a greater eye toward 
public activities and engagement, and a controversial rezoning along 36th Street enters into an 
important discussion and feedback phase. 

Mill District promotion packets went out to neighborhood businesses recently, complete with area 
maps, historical postcards, and promotional window stickers. Local business owners reacted with 
enthusiasm to the beautifully designed packets and were appreciative of the effort to unite a string 
of similar neighborhoods with a common purpose. While still evolving, the Mill District project is an 
exciting initiative to watch as this area of Charlotte develops and takes on new identities informed 
by its shared past.

The rezoning at N. McDowell and 36th streets has occupied much of the Board’s attention recently, 
and will continue to do so during the summer and fall months. Large in size and perhaps larger in 
what it seems to portend, the project has received notable coverage in local media outlets and 
is generating strong opinions throughout the neighborhood. It’s still very early in the project’s 
process and as always, robust feedback from the neighborhood (both to internal and external 
stakeholders) is the best way to make NoDa’s collective voice heard and work toward a satisfactory 
project. Look for more to come in this paper as the project and the discussion around it unfolds 
through the upcoming months. 

With the beautiful weather, it’s a great time to get outside and talk a walk. There are now multiple 
options to choose from in the neighborhood, including NoDa Streetwalkers [Art and History] 
and historian Tom Hanchett’s fascinating walking tour. Charlotte City Walks is back this year after 
undergoing a COVID-related cancellation last year, with some great options both in NoDa and 
around the city. 

Robust engagement is the lifeblood of the NoDa NBA and we’re always on the lookout for volunteers 
and passionate neighbors. Are you interested in taking a more active role in neighborhood affairs? 
If there’s a topic you’re passionate about, the NBA Board would love to hear your thoughts and 
how we could bring it to a wider audience. There are always opportunities available to steer a 
committee or help facilitate an event, so please get in touch with an Association member to find 
out how!
We’ll see you soon around the neighborhood. Happy spring! 

NoDa has a new place to share and celebrate creativity: Check out the new community art 
exchange box on North Davidson Street! 

Take a piece of art or share something of your own for neighbors (think Little Free Library, 
but for art). Enjoy!

Check out NoDa’s new community    
          art exchange box
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annual community walk puts feet to street
Each year, starting on the 
first weekend of May, 

Jane’s Walk takes place in 
hundreds of cities across the world. The walks 
encourage people to get out, see neighborhoods, 
and discover some things they would have never 
noticed by car. Jane’s Walk was named for Jane 
Jacobs, an activist who organized grassroots 
efforts to protect neighborhoods. 

The NoDa Neighborhood Association’s Back in 
the Day Committee has played an active role 
with Jane’s Walk for many years. Pre-COVID, 
the committee organized free walking tours in 
partnership with UNC Charlotte Urban Institute 
and The Charlotte History Museum. This year, 
the walks have gone virtual. The Back in the 
Day crew of Mel and Matt Allen, Emily Burns, 
Eric Hones, Michele and Matt Lemere, Nicole 
Petersen, David Spano, and Pete and Robbyn 
Tangney curated content, audio recordings, and 
photographs for a virtual NoDa Walking Tour. 

You’ll find the tour on a free app called Clio, 
available in the app stores. Watch @nodaclt 
social media for details on when the tour is live 
(we expect that will be in the first or second 
week of May). You’ll also be able to find tours for 
other areas of Charlotte, as well as other cities. 
All free-free-free!

By Robbyn Tangney

Want to learn more about Jane’s 
Walk and the activist who inspired 
it?   Visit janeswalk.org. photo: David Spano
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The Homegrown Tomato Festival went virtual this year, with part 1 (Before Those Maters Are 
Planted) held in April and part 2 (After Those Maters are Harvested) planned for July. 

The annual event, held at the Neighborhood Theatre in years past, raises money for 100 Gardens, 
a Charlotte-based nonprofit that implements aquaponics farming in schools, institutions, and 
communities of need to provide hands-on learning in science, technology, engineering, and 
math, as well as nutrition and business.

The festival celebrates (you guessed it) all things tomato, with the April event featuring speakers, 
virtual greenhouse tours, demonstrations, and a Q&A, followed by a virtual cocktail after-party. 

If you missed the April event, don’t worry: part 2 of the festival is set for July 17. Tickets will go 
on sale closer to the event date at homegrowntomato.org. To learn more about 100 Gardens 
or donate directly to their work, visit 100gardens.org/donate. 

May fun at NoDa Brewing
May the FUN be with you this month at the NoDa Brewing 
taproom!

May 2 (Sun): Yoga, Run Club
May 4 (Tue): Symphony On Tap
May 5 (Wed): Run Club
May 6 (Thu): Potent Potables Trivia

May 7 (Fri): Maibock Lager Release
May 9 (Sun): Yoga, Run Club
May 13 (Thu): Gilmore Girls Trivia
May 14 (Fri): NoDajito Witbier Release
May 15 (Sat): B5 Photography & The Barn Door Pop-Ups; 
               Walk A Mile In Her Shoes (virtual)
May 18 (Tue): You Drink We Donate to Rise Against Hunger
May 19 (Wed): Run Club
May 20 (Thu): General Knowledge Trivia
May 21 (Fri): 1775 Pale Ale Beer Release
May 23 (Sun): Yoga, Run Club
May 25 (Tue): Symphony On Tap
May 27 (Thu): Marvel Trivia
May 28 (Fri): Taproom opens early/noon;
              Double Radio Haze IPA Release
May 30(Sun): Yoga, Run Club
May 31 (Mon): Taproom open for Memorial Day (12–7);    
                  You Drink We Donate to Purple Heart Homes

By Jenn Harrison

VIRTUAL Homegrown Tomato Festival
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CongregateNoDa.com
info@congregatenoda.com | 980.296.1755

3117 Whiting Avenue

A NEW COWORKING SPACE

OUTDOOR SPACE & DOG FRIENDLY
Private Off ices, Suites, Desks & Flex

Sign Up for a Free Tour to See Our Offices, Suites & Desks
Suites For 3-20 Members | Conference Rooms 
Outdoor Areas | Ample Parking | Bike Storage 

High Speed WiFi | Podcast Studio | Free Coffee & Snacks



FIRST
TUESDAY

OF EVERY

MONTH NODA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
GET INVOLVED   MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS   JOIN A COMMITTEE   PROMOTE a BUSINESS

join the all-volunteer voice of the noda neighborhood on           (60-90 mins, once a month) 

The NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association is a 501c3 non-profit community group, and 
began as the Historic North Charlotte Neighorhood Association in the late 1980s. We have met 
monthly for four decades, and continue to meet virtually during the COVID Pandemic. 

We hope to hold in-person 
meetings again this year at Heist 
Brewery’s Cantina! Until then, 
see you in the Village, NoDa!

Zoom Meeting Room: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6617270908 

Next Meeting Date:
Tuesday, May 4, at 6:30 p.m.


