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New mural gives nod to NoDa’s textile history

A grant from the city of Charlotte will help local 
artists and small businesses struggling with the 
impacts of COVID-19.

Countless artists have found themselves without 
work as gigs have been cancelled or postponed, 

or their work with small business customers cut as 
those very businesses attempt to stay afloat. On top of that, many 
artists’ second jobs in the service industry have been lost during the 
pandemic.

Small businesses are facing difficult times, as well, cutting or delaying 
everything from renovations to branding to marketing campaigns, 
which in turn lowers consumer awareness at a time they need it 
most.

In an effort to help mitigate this, the city awarded a Small Business 
Partner Support Grant of $150,000 to the NoDa Neighborhood 
and Business Association in July. The grant program is a $2 million 
fund to help small business partners, like nonprofits and academic 
organizations, that are focusing their efforts on COVID-19 impact relief. 

“COVID-19 has had a major impact on Charlotte businesses and 
artists. As Charlotte’s arts district, NoDa saw an opportunity to 
support both (businesses and artists) through the city’s Small 
Business Partner Support Grant,” said Jacob Horr, president of the 
NoDa NBA. “Artists and art make up a huge piece of NoDa and it 
is critical that we support them during this pandemic. We are 
extremely excited about the impact that we are going to make 
within NoDa and Charlotte.”

The NBA hopes to complete 24 projects (four in the placemaking 
category, 12 marketing and branding campaigns, and eight hygiene 
art ups), putting 20 to 24 artists back to work, assisting 20 to 24 
businesses, and serving four to five neighborhoods with more than 
100 businesses impacted. Two-thirds of funds will go directly to 
artists for their work and the remaining one-third will go to supplies. 

The NBA is canvassing local businesses for the project through 
mid-August, and will send out artist RFPs and interview applicants 
in August and September. The projects will be planned and 
executed between September and December. If you’re interested 
in participating or learning more, reach out to treasurer@noda.org.

NoDa NBA plans to help artists, small businesses with $150k grant

Artist Darion Fleming (Instagram: @daflemingo) recently 
completed a textile-inspired mural in front of Heist 
Brewery, at the intersection of North Davidson and 
Brevard streets. 

“This piece is a nod to the rich textile history of Charlotte,” 
Fleming said. “You can see that history today throughout 

the NoDa neighborhood, a cluster of former mill villages reborn as an 
eclectic arts district filled with vibrant nightlife, dining, and music venues. 
In the early 1900s, Charlotte became home to the largest concentration of 
textile mills in the country, and many of the buildings that housed these 
mills have become landmarks of the neighborhood. For instance, a century 
ago the now popular Optimist Hall used to be home to a pantyhose factory, 
hence the risqué leg.”

Fleming worked with the NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association on 
the project. To see more of his work, check out daflemingoart.com.

Photo credit: @unclejut

By Whitney Stein

• Placemaking: Create community-driven areas in public 
spaces that can help support small businesses, like 
outdoor dining in a right-of-way, a bandshell in a park 
with access for food trucks, a year-round Arts Market, 
and a sidewalk/street shopping promenade. 

• Marketing and branding campaigns: Use screen 
printers, graphic designers, digital and other artists 
to design Open for Business campaigns for small 
businesses that are struggling to market and brand 
amid COVID-19, with goods like posters, T-shirts, and 
other promotional items. 

• COVID-19 hygiene art up: Use artists to design creative 
focused on hygiene awareness amid COVID-19, like 
art on businesses’ hand sanitizer stations and hand 
wash signs, in a way that’s on-brand for individual 
businesses and shows commitment to consumers’ 
health and safety.

The NoDa NBA plans to use the grant in three ways:

By Whitney Stein
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We are extremely excited to announce the launch of our first audio walking 
tour: NoDa Streetwalkers - An Art and History Tour.  

The project was set forth by the NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association’s 
NoDaRioty and Back in the Day committees. The committees started 
collaborating in early 2019 with the aim of developing a self-guided audio 
walking tour for NoDa. 

NoDa is home to many spectacular murals, metal sculptures, and mosaic 
artworks. In this tour, the committees wanted to highlight both NoDa’s stunning 
art culture and the neighborhood’s fascinating history. After all, NoDa can be 
described as a modern outdoor art gallery, so why not create a tour that helps 
residents and visitors explore its sensational heritage. 

The walking route encompasses 13 distinctive stops, navigating you through the 
neighborhood using GPS coordinates. The stops include The Dog Bar, Johnston/
Mecklenburg Mills, the water tower, Salud/Mercury, Neighborhood Theatre, 
Smelly Cat, Company Store, Osiris murals, Center of the Earth, the No. 7 fire 
station, Jack Beagle’s/Stu’s, Solstice, and Sunshine Daydreams/The Evening 
Muse. The route layout was designed with the intention of visitors coming to 
NoDa via light rail and starting their art journey from the corner of 36th and 
N. Davidson streets, exploring the sights car-free. Each stop along the route is 
uniquely narrated by NoDa locals Eric Hoenes and Osiris Rain, and layered with 
music tracks best representing that stop’s theme. 

The project was produced through the help of various volunteers – consistent 
of both board and committee members – ranging from script writers, editors, 
illustrators, narrators, audio editors, and app developers. Additionally, one 
of our volunteers kindly provided the project with music tracks (licensed in 
perpetuity) from SoundStripe. 

In order to create a user-friendly walking tour, the NoDa NBA partnered with 
VoiceMap, a mobile app. VoiceMap is known for creating immersive GPS 
audio tours around the globe and taking stories beyond the screen. NoDa 
Streetwalkers is the first VoiceMap in Charlotte and guides the user through 
GPS coordinates to walk along audio tracks. The app, VoiceMap, can easily be 
downloaded from Google Play and Apple stores and, yes, both the app and tour 
are FREE! Just put on your headphones and explore our amazing neighborhood. 

We hope you enjoy our tour!   - NoDaRioty and Back in the Day 

Explore the neighborhood anew
with art and history audio walking tour
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Trivia nerd and font of obscure facts about our local Y here. I even have 
a secret in store, and who doesn’t love a secret!? (But I am going to 
make you read the full article before I reveal it!)

Most of you readers probably know the Johnston YMCA. You drive by it 
regularly on North Davidson Street. Perhaps you took swim lessons or 
attended summer camp at a YMCA as a kid. You appreciate the stately brick 
building, welcoming lawn, and beautiful tree. Perhaps you work out there. 
But there’s a lot more to this mighty organization in the heart and hearts 
of our neighborhood – much more than a gym and swim.

First, where did the name Johnston come from? The North Charlotte 
YMCA was established in 1948 after Richard Horace Johnston, 
president of Highland Park Manufacturing, invited the Y to form a 
branch in North Charlotte (as it was known before becoming NoDa). 
David Johnston, Richard’s son, began building the Y we know today in 
1949 and named it after his dad.

Today, the Johnston YMCA offers many programs beyond fitness. A YMCA 
membership supports a lot of things you might not know about, such as:

• The largest Active Older Adults lunch program in the county (for 
those in the back: LARGEST). The organization serves lunch at two 
seatings because of great participation levels, and offers programming 
ranging from racquetball to card games to outings.

• Help for those in need. Seasonally, the YMCA participates in the Room in the 
Inn with Charlotte’s Urban Ministry to offer a warm place to sleep, showers, and 
clothes washing, plus three meals from Saturday evening through Sunday morning 
(volunteers to make and serve meals are always needed).

• Letting kids be kids. The Johnston YMCA is continuing to offer summer camp programs, 
and 100 kids will learn to swim this summer. COVID-19 demanded several critical 
operational changes that the Y leaders quickly set in place: daily temperature and 
health screenings, disinfecting areas and equipment between groups, and mandatory 
mask wearing for children older than 11. The YMCA remains committed to its reading 
program, setting aside 20 minutes each day for kids to read or be read to.

• Filling gaps created by COVID-19. Funded by a grant from the City of Charlotte, Youth 
and Teen Opportunity Centers address a gap created by COVID-19 in summer youth 
programming and employment. These enrichment programs for members and non-
members offer fun classes, like photography, alongside life skill building focuses, like 
resume writing and interviewing, and provide meals Monday through Saturday.

I     THE JOHNSTON YMCA: NOT YOUR AVERAGE GYM AND SWIM
the Y WORKS TO ADAPT, CONTINUE SERVING COMMUNITY DURING DIFFICULT TIMES

By Robbyn Tangney

I asked Carola Cárdenas, the executive director of the Johnston YMCA, what she’s learned 
this year as she’s worked though one unusual circumstance after another. 

“There is still a huge need out there and people who need our 
support. The partnership with Loaves and Fishes food pantry has 

130 families signed up,” Carola said. “People are so appreciative.”

Perseverance in Action
The Johnston knows tough times firsthand, and has 
persevered before. From 1970 to 1973, just two employees 
– the executive and the aquatics director – ran the Y and 
struggled to keep its doors open. The Highland Park Mill 
had been a key benefactor that financially supported 
the YMCA over the years, even providing maintenance 
staff. When the mill closed in 1969, the Y experienced a 
significant loss of members and financial support.

Now, the Y’s perseverance muscle is flexing again as it deals 
with COVID-19’s impact on operating revenue. Donations and 

memberships are significantly down. I asked Carola if it was at risk 
of closing and she indicated they have concerns – “we are doing 

everything but are down to the bone.”

The Y has adapted to continue to support your fitness goals. Carola pointed 
to a variety of opportunities to stay connected, from the YMCA app with fitness 
programs to various Ys in the Charlotte network with open pools and outdoor 
exercise programs.

Being our front porch of NoDa, I asked Carola how the NoDa neighborhood 
could help our YMCA. Her immediate reaction was, “Please don’t cancel your 
membership!” Membership fees represent 90 percent of revenue and are already 
understandably down. Based on your tax situation, the membership fees paid 
while the Y has been closed can probably be treated as tax deductible charitable 
donations.

Lastly, the odd secret, as promised: There’s a little window in the deep end of the 
pool at the Y, and viewers can look in from a room outside the pool. Why was the 
pool built like that? That’s a bit of a mystery, but so, so in keeping with the offbeat 
style of NoDa!

Want more information or want to offer help to the YMCA? Contact Carola Cárdenas 
at Carola.Cardenas@YMCACharlotte.org

In response 
to the state’s 

mask mandate, 
the Johnston 
YMCA is one 
of 10 YMCA 

locations 
serving as a 
distribution 

point for free 
masks for 

members and 
non-members.
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NoDa Brewing Company is participating in a collaboration and 
important social initiative with 1,000 other breweries in 50 states and 
19 countries that’s the brainchild of the founder and head brewer of 
Weathered Souls Brewing Company.

“With the current tensions that are rising we thought that it was of 
grave importance to start the Black Is Beautiful initiative,” said Marcus B. with Weathered 
Souls Brewing. “We took a stout recipe and decided to call on our peers in the brewing 
industry to collaborate in unison for equality and inclusion amongst people of color. All 
proceeds from the purchase of these releases will be donated to local funds that support 
police brutality reform and legal defenses.” 

In early June, NoDa Brewing shared its announcement to join the cause, expressing passion 
and commitment to be a catalyst of change. Instead of donating beer proceeds, the brewery 
has already donated $10,000 to local nonprofit Emancipate NC, which strives to dismantle 
structural racism and mass incarceration in North Carolina.

NoDa’s Black is Beautiful Beer is a unique, complex, crisp dark pilsner that was released July 
31 at the NorthEnd taproom, where it’s available on draft and to-go in four-packs. Look for it 
at retailers starting August 3. If you have questions about the brew or where to find it, email 
info@nodabrewing.com. Get it while it lasts!

What else is new in the world of brew?

• The hot summer seasonal Margarita Gose was released July 24.

• A fun and unique IPA Day Package & Virtual Tasting (including beer, cheese & pretzels, 
lots of swag, and a tasting experience & education session with the head brewer) is 
on tap for August 6.  

• Roaring Riot Rye Ale seasonal can cheer you up starting August 7.

• If you’re already over summer and in the mood for fall, GABF gold medal award 
winner Gordgeous Pumpkin Ale releases August 14.

• And if you’re desperately clinging to the last days of summer, Dreamsicle IPA releases 
August 21.

Check the website and social media for taproom and brew-thru hours, daily menus and 
deals, taproom guidelines, food truck days, and special announcements. Share your beer 
can pics on social media using #showyourcans and you could win swell swag! Cheers!

NoDa Brewing Co. joins Black is Beautiful collaboration, social initiative

By Jenn Harrison
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By Jeanne Bellew While in-person voting feels powerful and getting that red, white, 
and blue “I Voted” sticker brings pride and honor, it’s important, 
considering the COVID-19 pandemic, to have a Plan B to make your 

voice heard on November 3. Plan B is absentee voting! 

Any voter in Mecklenburg County can request an absentee ballot from the Mecklenburg 
County Board of Elections prior to the last Tuesday before an election. The deadline this 
year is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, October 27. To request your absentee ballot, go to: mecknc.
gov/BOE/Pages/default.aspx

Complete the form, following the instructions listed on it, and use one of the following 
ways to return it:

• Fax or email a scanned copy of your completed request form to the Board 
of Elections (this is a new option!)

• Mail or take the form in person to the Board of Elections office

If you’re a Mecklenburg County voter, here’s all the information you need to get your 
completed request form to the Board of Elections:

• Email:  absentee@mecklenburgcountync.gov
• Fax: (704) 319-9722
• Mail: Mecklenburg Board of Elections, P.O. Box 31788, Charlotte, NC  28231-1788
• In Person: 741 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 202, Charlotte, NC  28204 (for office hours, 

visit meckboe.org)

If you’re a voter in any other North Carolina county, see the last page of the request form 
for your county’s Board of Elections contact information.

Remember to request your absentee ballot
All the info you need is here Important notes:

 

USPS is currently 
forecasting up to 
14 days transit of 
mail, so be sure 
to mail in your 
ballot before 

October 20th to 
play it safe!

Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org 

+ re-post on social media!

NoDa News is a community-driven monthly periodical. We have published for fourteen years.
 We are always looking for contributors, photographers (front cover/story), and advertisers:

Our reach is every doorstep and business in NoDa,  noda.org, Charlotte libraries and visitors centers.
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Whitney Stein

news@noda.org
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Evan Plante

evan@docklandsdesign.com

ADVERTISING STAFF:
Matt Mahoney
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Ballots will be mailed out starting September 4. Requesting an absentee ballot does 
not obligate you to vote by mail. If you change your mind, just throw away the mail-
in ballot and vote in person instead.

Absentee ballots will now have a barcode on them so voters can track their receipt 
back to the Board of Elections office and see whether it’s been accepted or not! 
This is an important new feature because, in the past, folks never knew if their vote 
counted when using vote-by-mail.

The new feature not only tracks if your vote was counted, but also if there are 
issues with your ballot, like signing in the wrong place, so that you can fix it.

North Carolina officials are working diligently to give all citizens the opportunity to vote. If you have 
any concerns about going to the polls, make sure you have Plan B in place now, and make a point to 
request an absentee ballot by the deadline.

• Remember to sign and date the form
• The absentee ballot request form can be completed and returned to 

the Board of Elections only by the following: The voter, the voter’s 
verifiable legal guardian, or the voter’s near relative, as defined on 
the form

• For voters who are blind, disabled, or unable to read or write, or 
voters who are patients in any hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest 
home, please read and follow the instructions on the form as to how 
assistance may be provided
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leo virgo libra scorpio sagittarius capricorn

aquarius pisces aries taurus gemini cancer

Leo/3 of Pentacles: Being 
uniquely you is important, Leo. 
Now is the time for you to do 
just that. If you feel that you 
are compromising who you are 
and what you do for the sake 
of acceptance, look into the 
whys of that. Maybe what and 
who you surround yourself with 
needs to be reevaluated. Hang 
out at NoDa Company Store 
and meet some new cool folks!

Virgo/Ace of Wands: It’s 
time for you to enjoy things 
that stimulate your mind, 
Virgo. Lately you have found 
yourself redoing things that 
should have been a wrap a 
long time ago. Stop, create 
time for a mental escape, 
and then figure out what’s 
next in your game of life. 
Check out what’s new at 
NoDa’s YMCA!

Libra/4 of Swords: Your life 
may feel so overwhelming 
that you just want to curl up 
with your blankey and take a 
nap. Retreat for a moment. 
What you accomplish now is 
important, so find a way to 
express yourself creatively so 
you can enjoy a productive and 
satisfying release. Hang out 
with the cats at Mac Tabby Cat 
Café to take your mind off life.

Scorpio/Judgement (R): You 
want to move forward, but 
the past keeps rearing its 
ugly head. Where do you 
need to get closure and why? 
Determine how you can do 
this so you can move boldly 
where your heart has never 
been before. A spiritual bath 
from Curio, Craft & Conjure 
may be the answer to your 
unspoken prayers.

Sagittarius/8 of Swords: Is 
your inner critic beating you up 
lately? Creating new habits, like 
meditation, yoga or walking, can 
help you not only quiet your mind 
but also hear what your spirit has 
to tell you. It sure beats lashing 
out at everyone around you. Think 
before you speak. Imagine that 
whatever you are telling others is 
really a message for yourself. Think 
about replacing your beer with a 
healthy drink from Juice Box.

Capricorn/4 of Wands: This 
month, you are the sign that 
is all caught up! Things are 
going SO well for you, but 
you may feel like you are 
missing something. The only 
thing you are missing is the 
opportunity to enjoy your 
life. Reconnect with friends 
over brunch at Local Loaf – 
remember what living loud 
is all about!

Aquarius/9 of Pentacles: It’s 
time for you to take a look at 
yourself to determine if your 
current image is authentic to 
how you live your life. This 
includes your website if you 
have one, business cards, 
clothes, hair, etc. You know, 
your total look! If you need 
a hair update, go to NoDa 
Barbers or Orange Olive – they 
are the best in the hood!

Pisces/: 8 of Pentacles: Don’t 
just dream about better days 
ahead; create them. Organize 
your outer world to create inner 
peace. This will be the best use 
of your time and your creative 
energy. Start documenting your 
plan of action. A cool journal 
from Ruby’s Gift might inspire 
you.

Aries/8 of Wands: While 
everyone around you seems 
stuck, YOU are keepin’ it 
movin’. Keep up the great 
work – there will time to rest 
soon enough. Accomplish as 
much as you can while you 
can, before your ability to get 
things done is interrupted. 
You’ll be glad you did. Grab 
a cup of coffee from Reigning 
Doughnuts to help keep you 
movin’!

Taurus/The Chariot: Don’t 
start coasting now, Taurus! 
The only way to be confident 
that you will reach your goal is 
by taking nothing for granted. 
Keep moving in the direction 
of your dreams, and reward 
yourself when you get there 
with something special from 
Custom Jewelry Lab.

Gemini/3 of Wands: You 
have been able to move out 
of your head (finally!) and 
into your heart. You now have 
wonderful ideas coming from 
this place and you are ready 
to implement them. Why not 
recruit your most industrious 
friends to help turn these 
dreams into reality? Get 
global inspiration (without a 
passport) with a visit to Pura 
Vida.

Cancer/Queen of Wands: It’s 
time you start to examine how 
you value yourself, Cancer. It is 
possible for you to put yourself 
first without appearing selfish. 
It is also essential for your 
personal growth. Be gentle 
with yourself and others now 
while you move through this 
phase. Remember, how anyone 
feels about you being self-full is 
none of your business.

By Gina Spriggs

august 2020 taroscopes: STAY CENTERED, NODA
Charlotte native Gina Spriggs has a global cult-following for her book 
The Intuitive Tarot Workbook and her courses The Art of Intuitive Tarot 
and The Secrets of Tarot Cards for Creating Abundance on DailyOM. 

NoDa folks can visit her in the flesh! Get a reading, grab a tarot deck, or get a custom 
carved candle by visiting Gina (and her daughter Gianna) at Curio, Craft & Conjure at 
3204 North Davidson, Suite C (upstairs).

The overarching theme in TaroScopes this month is REVIEW. We are all being called 
to review our lives to determine where and what kind of changes we would like to 
see. Special tip: Read your Rising Sign if you know it, for deeper insight.



Give your takeout containers to good cause 
Lots of takeout these days (keep it up to keep supporting local restaurants!) means lots of plastic 
takeout containers.

Many aren’t recyclable in Mecklenburg County and will end up in the landfill. Envision Charlotte has 
come up with a great way to help: It’s collecting the containers, using new machinery to turn them 
into filament for 3D printers, and then donating that filament to those producing face shields for 
frontline medical workers. 

Drop off your takeout containers (wash and remove stickers, etc. first) in receptacles at 1105 Otts 
Street or 7th Street Public Market. 

Keeping plastic out of the landfill AND helping frontline heroes is a win-win! For more info, visit 
envisioncharlotte.com.

4th
August

We are excited to get the neighborhood back together! This month (Tuesday, Aug. 4 at 6:30 p.m.) 
we are resuming our neighborhood meetings virtually. You can access the meeting via Zoom by 
going to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3258803533, Meeting ID: 325 880 3533. 

noda nba meetings to resume online in august!

We are looking forward to getting back together as a community and sharing what the board has 
been working on since we were last together, including a $150,000 city grant to put artists back 
to work (read more on this on page 2), completed arts projects via NoDaRioty, pedestrian safety 
improvements, and MORE! 

VOLUNTEER
BE A NODA 
ADVOCATE!

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS,
JOIN A COMMITTEE, 
GROW OUR VILLAGE!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3258803533     Meeting ID: 325 880 3533


