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New street art installation pays homage to legendary NC-born musicians

By Whitney Stein

Eight neighborhood trash cans are being turned into pieces of art as part of the 
North Davidson Street Art Installation Project. Last month, we featured one 
completed by Jason “Tinker Bird” Parker (visit noda.org to read the article if you 
missed it). Now, we’ll hear from NoDa News’ own Art Director, Evan Plante, on his 
project and the inspiration behind it. To learn more about the project as a whole, 
visit noda.org and check out the NoDaRioty committee page. 

Can you share a little about yourself and your arts background?
Sure, hi, I’m Evan Plante and I am a printmaker and graphic designer. I own 
Docklands Design here in NoDa, which is a boutique creative studio specializing in 
community engagement, music, art, and marketing. I like to work with grassroots 
businesses and causes, but I do have some high-profile clients that keep me very 
busy too. I also create art, prints, posters, T-shirts, etc., for retail shops all around 
the Carolinas and online.

Why did you want to participate in this project?
My friend Matt challenged me to submit a concept for this project, and I jokingly 
said I’d put The Clash on there. I didn’t really think about it again until a couple 
weeks later, when I was listening to Nina Simone and considered using her and Joe 
Strummer (from The Clash) as an homage to revolutionary musicians. I’ve done 
a lot of public installation projects that celebrate Charlotte, our neighborhoods, 
our people, our history...but I felt like this one afforded me some room to be a bit 
more provocative. 

Tell me more about your design and its inspiration.
Nina Simone inspired me to think a little deeper about the concept. I had her 
and Joe Strummer picked out. I’m also a big John Coltrane fan; he and I have the 
same birthday, and I visited his birth site in Hamlet, NC, on the way to Wilmington 
on our birthday. Hamlet isn’t much to speak of, and Coltrane’s birth site consists 
of a historical placard pointing you toward a rundown commercial building two 
blocks away where he was born. The building is a NAACP meeting room now, 
and the second-floor apartment where he was born has been removed. When 
I visited, the only notable marking on the building was a faded sign in the back 
for “Coltrane’s Blue Room.” I consider John Coltrane to be revolutionary in his 
own way, but when I realized that both he and Nina Simone were born in North 
Carolina, inspiration struck. Joe Strummer got the boot (sorry Joe, I will make a 
Clash trash can someday I hope). I did about five minutes of research for other 
North Carolina musicians and it was clear what the project was going to be: Four 
Black North Carolina-born legends of music in front of the Neighborhood Theatre. 
Thelonious Monk was born in Rocky Mount, and the icing on the cake was to find 
out that George Clinton was born in Kannapolis. I remember at least one or two 
times George Clinton played at the Neighborhood Theatre in the past, too.

Did you come across any challenges in the design and installation process?
I really wanted the installation to be about Nina, John, George, and Monk and 
not about me as an artist. The original plan was to just put their black and white 
portraits up and let people uncover their significance slowly. But I don’t have 
George Clinton’s phone number, and the others are all deceased, and I couldn’t 
afford to license the original photos. I reached out to the Middle C Jazz Club in 
uptown and The Harvey B. Gantt museum to see if they would like to be involved 
in a larger commemoration, but this all unfolded in the first weeks of COVID-19, 
and there were no resources available. So I recreated and stylized them like an 
Andy Warhol-style collage and illustration, and prepped the artwork to be a 
silkscreen print with layered color blocking. I design a lot of posters for bands and 
festivals, so this fit in pretty well with my portfolio. But I decided that a digital vinyl 
wrap would last longest in the weather. Maybe someday I will get to silkscreen 
these prints and show them off in a gallery setting or something fun.

What do you think this project brings to the neighborhood?
NoDa has a wide story still needing to be told. There’s been acknowledgement of 
the mill workers, history, galleries, and artists, but music venues like Neighborhood 
Theatre, The Evening Muse, and the old Fat City Deli did a lot to open up NoDa to 
outsiders to come check out the creative scene here. So I wanted to celebrate the 
culture and power of musicians as artists. 

What’s your NoDa story? How long have you lived here,
what drew you to the neighborhood, etc.?
I first visited Charlotte and NoDa around 2001 on tour with a punk band I played 
in. We played at Fat City Deli (which, maybe I should remind people, used to be 
a hole-in-the-wall music venue where Protagonist is now). Honestly, I didn’t like 
NoDa very much at that time, but a couple years later I moved here and found a 
fledgling community just starting to get organized. I watched Fat City Deli crumble 
and be replaced with a sturdy new building, which is for the best, but also sad to 
know that culture and history will fade unless we find ways to talk about it. So I’m 
looking for ways to tell more stories through art all the time. And you know what? 
A couple months after I created my homage to Coltrane, a giant building-sized 
mural was painted in Hamlet of John. I don’t know who the artist of that one is, 
but I’m glad there are others out there doing this work too.
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By Nicole Peterson 
& Heather Perry

Have you heard? November 2020 is going to be a BIG 
ELECTION! We are making important decisions on all 
political levels: the White House and Congressional Senate 
and House seats; the North Carolina governor and state 

legislature; county commissioners; judicial seats; register of deeds; and soil & 
water conservation (those last two are really keeping people up at night, let 
me tell you). No matter what your party affiliation – Republican, Democrat, 
Independent, Libertarian, or Green – you don’t want to miss your chance to 
cast your vote.

     Request your mail-in absentee ballot now!
COVID-19 has impacted our health, our families, our economy, our education, and 
our social lives. For the past four months, we’ve all been spending a lot more time at 
home, and relying on postal carriers and delivery services for things we used to do in 
person. I know that right now many of us might be focused on what this means for 
summer vacations, July Fourth celebrations, weekends at the beach, and that yearly 
family reunion at Great Aunt Edna’s. (Great Aunt Edna is still learning about “the 
Zoom” and I, for one, do not think that virtual drinks on a virtual patio are quite the 
same.) But let’s not forget about that November election!

It’s hard to predict exactly how COVID-19 will impact the November election. Longer 
lines? Masks? Fewer open polling places? (Did you see what happened in Georgia?) 
Some voters might be essential workers and not able to take off work on Election 
Day; others might be caring for family members or have their hands full with 
homeschooling; and those in vulnerable populations might simply prefer to maintain 
safe, social distances. Have no fear, there is good news: You can avoid all of those 
potential problems and obstacles if you take a few simple steps right now and request 
your absentee ballot!

Any registered voter in North Carolina can vote using an absentee ballot – you don’t 
need a specific reason. And requesting your absentee ballot is easy. Go to www.
mecknc.gov/BOE/Pages/default.aspx, print out the absentee ballot request form, fill 
in your name, address, and a few other bits of information, sign it (very important!), 
and mail it in following the instructions on the form. Come October, your absentee 
ballot will arrive in your mailbox; you fill it out, sign it (again, very important!), and 
mail it back. That’s it – you’ve voted. And did you notice: You did not even have to worry about 
getting to the polls on Election Day (Tuesday, Nov. 3). In fact, you didn’t actually even have to leave 
your house. God bless America!

But wait, there’s more. Here in NoDa, we know how to vote, and we want you to vote. So guess 
what? If you don’t have a printer, I’m happy to get you a form – just give me your NoDa mailing 
address here: https://forms.gle/6i5YoAL8y95yVxqQ9. Don’t have an envelope? We can help you with 
that, too. Don’t have a stamp? We can help you with that – for 55 cents, please. (Yeah, you have to 
pay for the stamp; that’s a legal thing.)

   Make your voice heard in November:

Info on voting deadlines, absentee ballots, & more
Important voting deadlines
• Register by Oct. 9
• Request an absentee ballot by Oct. 27
• Early voting dates (in person): Oct. 15-31
• Mail in your absentee ballot by Election 

Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3

 https://forms.gle/6i5YoAL8y95yVxqQ9

Are you sitting there asking yourself, “But are there any other options?” Of course you are, and 
because this is America, you’ve got another option: early voting. Early voting starts Oct. 15 at 
specific polling places across the city and will be open to you from Oct. 15-31. 

NoDa neighbors, we hope to see you (via mail or otherwise) at the polls this fall. 
 
Register to vote or request an absentee ballot here: https://www.mecknc.gov/BOE/Pages/default.aspx

Any other questions:  Ask us; we can help!
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Protesters marched through NoDa on June 9, after days of protests 
elsewhere in the city against police brutality and racism. The protest 
in NoDa was peaceful, with many neighborhood residents showing 
their support.  Photo credit: Hannah Sanders, @hannahlouloulou

A new street mural of the words Black Lives Matter was unveiled in uptown 
on June 9. The mural, which was a collaboration between the city of Charlotte 
and more than a dozen artists and groups, is on Tryon Street between 3rd and 
4th streets. Photo credits: Charlotte Star Room, City of Charlotte

Black Lives Matter protesters march through NoDa      artists paint black lives matter mural uptown
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By Jamie Brown

It’s been more than a month since restaurants were allowed to re-open here in 
North Carolina. Everything is supposed to be feeling a little more normal.

Our teams at Crepe Cellar and Haberdish have masked up. Our bartenders stand 
behind plexiglass. We do hourly wipe-downs throughout the front of house. All of 

our employees log temperatures upon shift arrival. Hand sanitizer is available for every guest and staff 
member. And we’ve broken our shift schedules into two teams, to keep our circles smaller and to be 
able to cut one team temporarily, in the event of a COVID case, to remain open.

Our team has pivoted quickly and smartly.

But now we’re having to make new strategic decisions for each business to weather the storm. Some of 
these decisions have been very difficult, and we thought the difficult decisions were behind us.

Reigning Doughnuts is open in the mornings and evenings, slinging hot doughnuts and coffee. Haberdish 
will continue with online orders and takeout, along with our dine-in options for fried chicken and 
cocktails. Those two spots will continue as planned.

Crepe Cellar and Growlers Pourhouse, however, will take a different course.

Crepe Cellar offered window carry-out since mid-March, when dine-in options were ceased in our state. 
Then, on June 9, Crepe Cellar re-opened for dine-in customers. We had our concerns about re-opening, 
as a small, cozy, closed-in space, but we gave it a shot for two weeks. However, at this point, we are 
unable to sustain the business with current numbers.

We are pausing operations and plans of re-opening at Crepe Cellar and Growlers Pourhouse so metrics 
can improve. We remain hopeful that this difficult decision will give us stronger legs to climb out in the 
near future.

The struggle of COVID continues to bring up new challenges for us.

For now, with Crepe Cellar and Growlers Pourhouse in a holding pattern, as a restaurant family we are 
embracing the gifts we have. The chefs at Haberdish have been working hard to create some new dishes 
for guests, and they’re fun, colorful, and unique for our city’s dining scene.

Here’s what’s new at Haberdish:

• A Bunch of Bologna: Weaver’s Lebanon pan-fried bologna, local cheese, Haberdish mustard, 
pickles

• Smoked Trout Salad: dill, Haberdish mustard sauce, pickled red onions, everything seasoning, fried saltines

• Charred Artichoke: parmesan, toasted benne dressing, parsley, lemon

• Pan-Charred Cauliflower: sunflower seed and roasted red pepper sauce, toasted sunflower seeds, scallions

• Braised Rainbow Carrots: charred parsley crema, candied benne seeds

The fight continues for local restaurants
By Jamie Brown

Haberdish is operating on a reservation-only system, and tables can be reserved online.

Despite taking what feels like a step backward, Jeff and I are so grateful for the support this 
community has shown us – every takeout order, every dine-in customer, every positive word – it 
has all helped us get to this point.

As a couple, we are dedicated to this neighborhood, and getting all of our restaurants to the 
other side – it’s just going to look a little different for a while longer. Thank you for your patience. 
Thank you for walking alongside us. Thank you for being here when we re-open these beloved 
places at a better time.
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By Jenn Harrison

What a wild ride it has been for North Carolina taprooms! When the state 
announced its plan to partially reopen at the end of May, restaurants were 
approved to do so, bars were not, and taprooms were left hanging in the 
balance. Miraculously, the state made a same-day decision to allow breweries, 
brewpubs, and taprooms to safely open as well.

NoDa Brewing Company, anticipating Phase 2, had a plan in place yet cautiously waited a few days 
before allowing eager customers to return. Once again the brewery had to pivot, changing its serving 
model and bringing the bartenders who were waiting in the wings back into the fold and retraining 
them. 

The brewery has decided to keep the original (OG) taproom on N. Davidson St. closed for now 
(previously open on weekends), and to reopen the N. Tryon St. (North End) taproom for four days a 
week (previously open every day). It also decided to keep the new (thanks to COVID-19) NoDa Brew-
Thru at North End operating daily from 12 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., along with the Deal of the Day.

And, for your dining pleasure, food trucks are back! Check the events section on nodabrewing.com 
or the brewery’s Facebook page for the schedule for each Thursday through Sunday, and upcoming 
beer release news as well.

What you need to know before visiting during Phase 2: 

• The large patio is open for table service. A host will seat you, and a bartender will take your 
order and serve you. Credit card payments only. 

• Six people maximum per table. Tables are spaced six feet apart and sanitized after each use.  

• All ages welcome. No standing or loitering, just like at a restaurant.

• Restrooms in the taproom are open to customers (mask required) and are cleaned every 15 
minutes. Need a cool mask? Black NoDa logo ones are $5!

• No patio games, but you can bring table games. Radio Haze IPA playing cards and a lot of other 
merchandise is available to purchase via your bartender or the drive-thru.

• Dogs are welcome on a leash, as always.
  
When Phase 3 rolls out, in addition to the patio, customers will be welcome to drink and eat inside 
the North End taproom once again (Thursdays through Sundays), and the brewery still plans to offer 
the convenience of the daily drive-thru.  

Check nodabrewing.com for more information and potential updates as the brewery continues to 
navigate this uncharted territory. Cheers!

Enjoy a pint and more again at NoDa Brewing Company
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JULY 2020 TAROSCOPES
By Gina Spriggs

Charlotte native Gina Spriggs has a global cult-following for her book The Intuitive Tarot Workbook and her courses The Art of Intuitive Tarot and The Secrets of Tarot Cards for 
Creating Abundance on DailyOM. NoDa folks can visit her in the flesh! Get a reading, grab a tarot deck, or get a custom carved candle by visiting Gina (and her daughter Gianna) at 
Curio, Craft &Conjure at 3204 North Davidson, Suite C (upstairs).

Curio, Craft & Conjure 
wants to thank the NoDa 
community for its support 
during these crazy times. 
Our motto, Unity, Love, 
Life & Magick, speaks to 
our core beliefs. Honoring 
magickal traditions around 
the world is one of the 
ways we exemplify health 
and unity for all people.
 
The overarching theme in 
TaroScopes this month is 
CHOICE. Remember, we 
can choose our emotions 
and not let them rule us.

Cancer/The Sun: Life 
has been an emotional 
roller coaster for you, 
Cancer, and illumination 
is now at hand. It is time 
to create space for what 
you desire more of. Want 
more money? Pay your 
bills. Want more clothes? 
Clean out your closet. 
Want more love? Clear 
the cobwebs of past lovers 
with a spiritual bath from 
Curio, Craft & Conjure.

Leo/9 of 
Pentacles: Some 
weight has been 
lifted for you 
recently, and 
it’s now time to 
nurture you. Rest 
up before your 
big month, so 
you can look your 
best during “Leo 
Season.” Get your 
hair cut by Ariel at 
NoDa Barbers.

Virgo/The Hanged Man: 
Time to reframe your 
self-talk, Virgo. You are 
putting pressure on 
yourself and it is doing 
more harm than good. 
In fact, it is slowing you 
down. Go to Juice Box 
and grab a week’s worth 
of healthy smoothies to 
lighten your load.

Libra/Queen of Swords: 
Save your sanity by 
enlisting an emotional 
support posse so you can 
talk through some of the 
challenges you have been 
experiencing. You’ll still 
have to do the work but 
airing your thoughts may 
help you in unexpected 
ways. Take an online NoDa 
Yoga class to combine 
breath and movement.

Sagittarius/ 7 of 
Pentacles: It’s time to 
examine your life and 
think about what you 
want. Planting practical 
seeds now will benefit 
you in the future. 
Create a practical plan 
for success and then 
review it weekly to stay 
on track. Celebrate the 
small victories with a 
treat from Popbar. Your 
success is imminent! 

Capricorn/ Knight of 
Swords: Avoiding conflict 
might be tricky now 
because you are part of 
the problem. Meet up 
at Protagonist and offer 
a drink and an apology. 
Release the burdens that 
stand in the way of your 
growth. Take responsibility 
for your part, then keep it 
moving. Stay in the flow. 

Aquarius/Ace of Cups: 
A new opportunity will 
present itself to you this 
month. Don’t let anything 
stop you from a new, fun 
side project. Give yourself 
permission to enjoy this. 
The benefits might just 
surprise you, and it will 
give you something new 
to talk about when you 
meet your friends at the 
NoDa Company Store!

Pisces/5 of Cups: In your 
feelings again, Pisces? 
Introspection is a good 
thing, but don’t indulge 
yourself with your own 
opinion about what 
has happened in the 
past. Instead, review 
your dreams, goals, and 
wishes and determine if 
you are on track. Pick up 
a journal at Ruby’s Gift to 
stay on top of your stuff!

Aries/5 of Wands: 
Feeling energized, Aries? 
Your mind is racing with 
ideas. Take this renewed 
energy and update your 
exercise routine. Maybe 
adding a fast walk will 
help you work off some 
of that excess energy 
and put other things in 
perspective for you. 

Taurus/7 of Cups: You have 
new choices now and, for 
some reason, feel like you 
can’t decide on the best 
one. If you take too long, 
these choices will disappear, 
so make a list of pros and 
cons, and then check in 
with your gut. Go to Pura 
Vida and take your mind off 
your dilemma. You might be 
inspired.

Gemini/2 of 
Swords: Your 
brain is working 
overtime! Take a 
timeout by visiting 
the cats at Mac 
Tabby Cat Cafe. 
Clear solutions will 
come when you 
stop over-thinking.

Scorpio/The Magician: 
Feeling performance 
anxiety, Scorpio? 
Remember, you have 
all the tools you need 
at your disposal, and 
you will get the job 
done. You may have 
to tweak some things, 
but the outcome will 
be impressive. Reward 
yourself with a special 
piece from Custom 
Jewelry Lab.

NoDa is a great neighborhood to vis-
it for fun; and an even better neigh-
borhood to live in! As folks from all 
over come to NoDa, our residents, 
neighbors and visitors can lead by 
example: Wear a mask and be vis-
ible! Maybe you’ve asked yourself 
the awkward question “should I be 
wearing a mask if no one else  here 
is?” All the more reason to lead 
by example! Folks will follow your 
lead, and some may even need a 
confidence boost. Look out for your 
neighbors and your neighborhood! 
Lead by example.

NODA
LEADS BY 
EXAMPLE!
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NODA NEIGHBORHOOD
MEETING CANCELLED 

Due to COVID-19, the NoDa Neighborhood & Business Association 
meeting has been CANCELLED for JULY 2020. Updates will follow about 
the next meeting. Please stay home, safe, and help your fellow villagers.

Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org 

+ re-post on social media!
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