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SUPPORT LOCAL!
YOUR VILLAGE & NEIGHBORS NEED YOUR HELP TO STAY OPEN

NODA BUSINESSES 
ARE ADAPTING 

TO covid-19 with 
NEW SERVICES. ORDER 
TAKE OUT, GROCERIES, 

AND PRODUCTS TO 
KEEP NODA AFLOAT IN 
THESE TRYING TIMES
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NoDa neighbors & businesses,

As I write this on March 18th, it is difficult to 
guess what the current state of affairs will be 
in early April when you get your copy of the 
NoDa News.

What I do know is that uncertainty, especially 
when paired with seclusion and too much 
social media, can lead to anxiety and more.

I also know that NoDa is the strongest 
community I have ever been part of and 
that when we experience tough times, we 
persevere together.

As a neighborhood that builds community 
by being together in person at our local 
businesses, parks, or just out in streets, it can 
be difficult to be stuck in our homes. These 
times will require positivity and creativity, as 
well as compassion, as we look out for those 
in our community who need it most. Luckily 
for us, I don’t know a more creative and 
compassionate community to get us through 
this period. 

The outpouring of love and support for 
our neighbors, school-aged children, small 
business owners, and business staff has 
already been incredible to see. I hope and ask 
that your support for the most vulnerable in 
our community continues and gets stronger 
during this period and after it ends.

I wanted to share a few tips on how we can 
support each other and ourselves during this 
time:

Staying positive during uncertain times
By Jacob Horr, NBA President

Look after your neighbors. You may be at low risk from the virus, but it may not be 
the same for your neighbors whose immune systems are compromised. The act of 
checking in on them (keeping six feet apart, of course) will not only make them feel 
good, it will make you feel good and remind you that there are others for whom this 
predicament is even more stressful.

Support our local businesses. Our small businesses and their staff are hurting 
right now. Many of them are doing everything they can to weather the storm and 
keep jobs for our community. I have seen many great ideas on how to support our 
businesses (e.g., buy gift cards, take advantage of those that are still offering take-
out/delivery). Follow our businesses on Facebook and Instagram to find out how to 
best support them. Also, it is important to remember that the small businesses that 
are struggling are not just the brick-and-mortar stores, but also your neighbors who 
run small home businesses.
 
Look for the good in others. These types of crises can bring out both the worst and 
the best in human nature. I like to think that the best in human nature is rising to 
the coronavirus challenge in NoDa. Neighbors are putting together care packages, 
businesses are providing lunch for kids who are out of school, people are posting 
positive messages on social media, and everyone is looking out for each other. Be 
the positive hope that those around you need.

Savor the small moments. Even during lockdown, you still have many small 
moments to savor. This can be a quiet walk around your street, more time with your 
family/loved ones, an opportunity to read that book you have been waiting for, 
time to take up a new hobby, a phone call, or porch-to-porch chat with a neighbor. 
Take these moments in and appreciate what they give you.

Practice random acts of kindness. Leave an envelope with a little gift for the 
delivery person who drops food outside your door. Your kindness doesn’t require a 
monetary donation. Write an unsolicited book review for a friend of yours who is an 
author. Send a snail-mail note of appreciation to a friend or colleague. Thank those 
who are working in the grocery store for their efforts to keep things safe. Think of 
those who could benefit from your thoughtfulness and generosity. Then act.

I smile when I realize that we will get through 
this together and be stronger as a result. When 
this is over, we will celebrate together in typical 
NoDa fashion! Until then, please support those 
around you who need it most.

Per the guidance from the city and state, we have 
cancelled the April 7th NoDa Neighborhood and 
Business Association meeting. We will keep an 
eye on May and communicate through social 
media as decisions are made.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if there is 
anything I can do to support you – 980-313-
2368.

Your NoDa NBA President,
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Mecklenburg County issued a stay at home order through April 16 (as of press time) in response to 
the spread of COVID-19. Here’s what that means for you (visit mecknc.gov for more info). 

You can:

• Go to the grocery, convenience, or warehouse store

• Go to the pharmacy to pick up medications and other healthcare necessities

• Visit a health care professional for medical services that cannot be provided virtually (call first)

• Go to a restaurant for take-out, delivery, or drive-through

• Care for or support a friend or family member

• Take a walk, ride your bike, hike, jog, and be in nature for exercise – just keep at least six feet 
between you and others

• Walk your pets and take them to the veterinarian if necessary

• Help someone to get necessary supplies

• Receive deliveries from any business which delivers

You should not:

• Go to work unless you are providing essential services as defined by the stay at home order 
(visit mecknc.gov for a list)

• Visit friends and family if there is no urgent need

• Maintain less than six feet of distance from others when you go out

• Visit loved ones in the hospital, nursing home, skilled nursing facility, or other residential care 
facility, except for limited exceptions as provided on the facility websites

• Travel except for essential travel and activities

MECKLENBURG CO. issues STAY AT HOME ORDER
WE CAN ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

TO LOWER THE STATISTICS & FLATTEN THE CURVE
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The Johnston and Mecklenburg mills have been neighborhood landmarks for the better part of 
a century. The Community Builders’ (TCB) update at the March NoDa Neighborhood & Business 
Association meeting means they will be the driving force of NoDa’s future, too.

TCB announced they still intend to renovate the Johnston Mill into apartments. Some of the 
apartments will offer affordable housing units, of which the neighborhood is in dire need. With all 
of the news on the mills, the Back in the Day Committee thought it would be the perfect time to 
revisit the history of Mecklenburg and Johnston mills and how instrumental they were to building 
our neighborhood’s character.

Back in summer of 1905, our neighborhood was known as North Charlotte. The city was in the midst 
of a textile boom and three local businessmen decided to join the fray. Robert L. Tate, S. B. Alexander, 
Jr., and B. Lawrence Duke, a relative of the Duke Power founder, completed the Mecklenburg Mill 
that summer.  

The mill made an immediate impact in the area, and not just because of the structure itself. The 
owners also built a village of homes for the mill workers and a small pond (now drained) around 
where the Colony apartments and businesses now sit. The pond supplied water to a steel freestanding 
water tower in front of the mill, which fed the mill’s Grinnell sprinkler system.

The mill you see today remains largely unchanged from its original design, as few updates were 
made to the building’s exterior. As local historian Tom Hanchett noted, “Only the Hoskins Mill, across 
town off Rozelles Ferry Road, rivals the Mecklenburg Mill as a well-preserved early textile mill.” 

Over the years, the mill changed owners, who in turn renamed it several times. For instance, it was 
known as Mercury Mill for a number of years around World War II.

The Johnston Mill was built around 1916, and one of its principal investors was Charles Worth 
Johnston. Charles was also one of the investors who built Highland Park Mill #3. He became a local 
textile magnate, heading 13 mills in North and South Carolina when he passed away in 1941. 

Dr. William H. Huffman pointed out in his article for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks 
Commission that the mill looks a bit odd at first glance. He stated, “It was built rather late for most 
Mecklenburg mills, was built on the land of an existing mill, and had no associated mill village.” But 
it was built when the need for mills was at its peak.

World War I broke out in Europe in 1914 and created a huge demand for uniforms and bandages. 
The European textile industry lacked the workers to meet the orders and there was a shortage of 
supplies. This offered an opportunity for textile plants in the neutral (at the time) United States to 
step in and meet the demand.

New mills were being built across the textile region and operated around the clock. A December 
1915 Charlotte Observer article titled “Amazing Activity Among the Mills” declared, “There is greater 
activity in cotton mill construction circles just at present in and around Charlotte than there has 
been in a decade, according to the statements of the best informed mill architects and engineers of 
this section….It has been figured that it has been ordered and put under way more than $3,000,000 
worth of work in and around Charlotte within the past few months. There is also well founded talk 
of the plans of Mr. Charles W. Johnston and his associates in the Anchor Mills at Huntersville, of 
building another mill or an addition to the present one at Huntersville.”

But he decided to build one in North Charlotte instead, largely due to its proximity to the rail line 
and its spur lines that existed along the Mecklenburg Mill. Thus, Johnston Mill was born instead of 
becoming the mill that never was.

The proximity to Highland Park Mill #3 and Mecklenburg Mill, both of which were owned by Charles’ 
company (Charles acquired Mecklenburg shortly after it opened), was instrumental in his decision 
as well. Charles could lease the land for Johnston from extra property the Mecklenburg Mill was not 
using. He also did not have to consider building an additional mill village because the surrounding 
area had by then been built up with mill houses, stores, and other amenities.

The Johnston Mill continued to prosper throughout the war and even into the boom times of the 
1920s. Additions were made to the mill in 1926 that included the picker room at the rear of the main 
mill. The cotton warehouse was also expanded at this time.

Charles stepped down as president in 1938 before passing away three years later. His son, R. Horace 
Johnston, led the Johnston interests until he passed in the early 1950s. In 1951, David R. Johnston (C. 
W. Johnston’s grandson), built the Johnston Memorial YMCA in memory of his father. David was the 
last president of the company, which began to dissolve shortly after WWII when the Mecklenburg 
Mill shut down and was only used as a warehouse thereafter. 

In June 1969, all textile manufacturing ceased at Highland Park #3 and the Johnston Mill would only 
survive a few more years. When it closed in 1975, more than a building closed. This mill was the last 
operating textile mill in Mecklenburg County, and its closing marked the end of an important era in 
Charlotte’s illustrious history. 

The Johnston Mill: The mill that almost never was



A 1947 plot of Chadbourne (Larkwood) Mill shows Wesley Ave connecting through
North Davidson to 28th Street. Matheson Ave will be built across the top of this map 
decades later, redefining North Charlotte’s boundary and orphaning Charles Avenue.
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By Evan Plante

If you’re new to Charlotte, or old to Charlotte, or visiting from out of town, NoDa 
can be a little confusing. Is it Davidson, like where the college is? Is it anything on 
North Davidson Street; like even inside the I-277 loop? Is it even a real place, or 
just an area in the city of Charlotte (or maybe the town of Davidson)?

The truth is, NoDa was a tongue-in-cheek marketing idea from the 1980s to lure people from other 
gallery crawls to the re-birthing downtown mills of North Charlotte. But calling it North Charlotte 
was misleading in the 1980s because North Charlotte, by then, sprawled for many miles beyond 
here. 

But in 1904, when this neighborhood was developed 
as a mill district, this was the northern edge of Charlotte 
(perhaps you caught the NoDa News story about whiskey 
prescriptions being filled here, just outside the boundary of 
the city). It was just far enough from downtown Charlotte 
that we needed our own main street shops; think of 
North Charlotte as a satellite second city center in growing 
Charlotte.

So for 80 years we called it North Charlotte. Then came the 
NoDa name, a nod to New York’s SoHo, and I imagine that 
the artists and galleries who started using the name were 
part tongue-in-cheek, and part idealistic and optimistic. 
Many artists and pioneers of early NoDa are still around and 
available for conversations about how serious the name is. 
People pronounce it differently, or think of the boundaries 
differently, or think it’s silly, or “not the same as it used to 
be.” I cringe when the local news broadcaster says a crime 
happened “in No-Dahh” when they really mean up on Sugar 
Creek and Tryon. Man, they don’t know anything.

If you’re looking for a definitive boundary of NoDa, you 
will never find it. For a decade, I’ve been researching and 
producing Charlotte neighborhood maps and helping 
our neighborhood association (as well as many others in 
Charlotte) definte and market their areas. But the arbiter of boundary lines is the incorporated City 
of Charlotte, which doesn’t even officially recognize NoDa as a neighborhood. The first place I found 
a graphic boundary of North Charlotte was the 2008 City of Charlotte Quality of Life map and survey 
(mcmap.org/qol). This map influenced the boundaries of the NoDa Neighborhood Association, 
which then influenced my personal graphic interpretation maps, and even the current Google maps 
impression of North Charlotte. The City of Charlotte has since chopped up the Q.O.L. and removed 
defined boundaries in favor of smaller and more detailed bites within each neighborhood. 

North Charlotte’s historic boundaries might surprise you: from the Lynx light rail line to the 7-11 
on the The Plaza, and Matheson Avenue to... Eastway Drive? But not the pocket of homes on Ritch 
and Benard avenues, or the stub of Charles Avenue behind the Chadbourne Mill that became an 

island when Matheson Avenue was built (even though Charles Avenue was an important street with 
historic North Charlotte mill homes up and down). Oh, and Bearwood Avenue underneath Sugar 
Creek is North Charlotte, so don’t forget to welcome them into the village.

Confused yet? Here’s more: Before Amelie’s flagship store opened, Marguerite’s Bakery used NoDa 
to describe its location, which has always been in Villa Heights. It’s right across the street from NoDa 
Storage, which is officially in Optimist Park, and just down the road from Pho NoDa, which is also 
really in Villa Heights. But they’re all on North Davidson Street.

NoDa’s boundaries represent the organized sphere 
of influence that the name NoDa is worth. The NoDa 
NBA represents the neighbors on Benard and Ritch 
avenues (even though they are not in the 28205 zip 
code).

No one, and everyone, can claim NoDa, since NoDa 
isn’t an official place, and no one really owns the 
name anyway. But is it unfair or counterproductive to 
Villa Heights, Optimist Park, Belmont, and poor little 
Uptown, to lose their identity and history? Our four 
unique neighborhoods are equally rich in history, 
importance, and culture.

Before the outbreak of the COVID-19, we were 
working on a project to help with some of the 
confusion, and to tell the broad story of Charlotte’s 
Mill District neighborhoods of North Charlotte, 
Villa Heights, Optimist Park, and Belmont. As the 
boundaries blur between these communities, let’s 
take a moment to recognize we are all here because 
of seven historic mills, clustered like pearls along the 
railroad lines with our modern Lynx stations. Without 
these mills, we would have no main streets for art 
galleries and fish tacos. 

I’m looking forward to our mills being renovated and reopened (truly unique in Charlotte to have 
such a historic district). Let’s consider again expanding our interpretation of NoDa beyond a tongue-
in-cheek SoHo of the south, to a vibrant historic district of mills, main streets, and villages. We 
will always call it NoDa (pronounce it however you like). And we will gladly to support our the 
growing community and local businesses in Villa Heights, Optimist Park, and Belmont as neighbors 
and historic contributors to Charlotte’s only intact Mill District. 

Want to learn more? Check out MillDistrictCLT.com for a history lesson, maps, and lots more to 
come. Interested in how the streets and boundaries have changed in 120 years? Follow me and 
Docklands Design on Instagram (@escapists) and Etsy (/Docklands), as I am currently restoring 
archived maps and real estate plots from many of Charlotte’s first neighborhood offerings. See you 
around the village!

WEAVING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER IN THE MILL DISTRICT
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Born in LA but raised in the Queen City, movie maker Phil Beebe has 
called NoDa home for the past seven years. He is the owner/founder 
of Go North Films (www.philbeebe.com).  
 
“NoDa has always been special to me,” Phil explains, “because 
growing up in Charlotte during my teens, NoDa was always the 
fun, edgy, ‘Oooh, that’s a rebellious-to-go-hang-out-there’ kind of 
spot. We’d go to Fat City. There were a lot of little galleries back in 

the day, way more than now, and maybe a coffee shop.” 
 
Phil is also the son of a local photographer. So from a young age, he was 
surrounded by cameras, lenses, darkroom chemistry, and the other 
accoutrements of that craft.  “My father (Ken) always smelled like pipe 
tobacco and stop bath,” he recalls fondly.  

Early on, Phil developed a fascination with movies and making them.  

“I started off with ¼-inch film and then moved on to mini-DV.  
As things moved along technologically, I tried to stay current,” 
he says. 

Phil’s artistic journey was anything but a straight path. “I 
definitely have not always had the luxury of doing what I wanted 
to do and make a living at it,” he says. 

He spent the ‘80s and ‘90s trying to find himself — camera in 
hand, of course.  For years he waited tables, managed a series 
of restaurants, and landscaped to pay the bills. “It’s that old 
thing, ‘You do what you hate, so you can do what you love.’ 
Artistically, I didn’t come into my own and discover 
filmmaking was something I was passionate about until 
the early 2000s,” Phil says. 

It was around then that Phil began cutting his teeth 
filming weddings. “I think the whole idea of being able 
to shoot video and making a living at it seemed out of 
reach for me,” he says. “How could somebody pay me 
to do something that I love? It didn’t feel like work.” 
 
As a commercial filmmaker, Phil finds himself most 
often in the narrative space. Currently he’s focusing on 
short films, documentaries, corporate videos, and non-
profit work. “Anything that tells a story, I’m pretty passionate 
about,” he says. His long-term goal is to direct feature films.  
 

“We’re in the age of video, of moving pictures,” Phil explains. 
“It’s a powerful tool and you can change the world with it.” 
His favorite thing about the process is collaboration. “It’s something to behold, 
rolling up your sleeves with other artists – often strangers at the outset – and 
working together to achieve something you’d never be able to create on your own,” 
he says. From the client to makeup artists, script writers, lighting technicians, and 
numerous other team members, “it’s really hard to give one person the credit. 
It’s always a collaboration and that’s what keeps me coming back for more.” 
 

Growing up in the 1980s and 1990s, it was impossible not to be influenced by the 
work of Steven Spielberg. Phil hates to admit it, because of fears of sounding 

cliché, “but you cannot help be changed by his interpretation of film and how 
he shot. It was very inspiring for me because of how he dealt with issues 

around family relationships. You saw a lot of what was going on in his 
life in his films.” 

He also counts the early impact of Frank Capra, Victor Fleming, 
Film Noir, and Turner Classic Movies. These days it’s the 
work of cinematographer Roger Deakins that wows Phil. 
Deakins is known for his masterful use of natural light and 
is responsible for the look of films like “The Shawshank 
Redemption,” “Skyfall,” “Blade Runner 2049,” and “1917.” 
 
For Phil, like Spielberg, everything comes back to relationships. 
“NoDa and I have this kind of parallel,” he says. “We’ve grown up 
together in a way. Being here in the neighborhood and growing 
myself as I watched it grow around me was a cool thing to witness. 
It’s the first place I lived with my wife. There are parts of it I don’t 
want to grow any more, just like there’s parts of me I don’t want 
to grow anymore. But I think all in all, it’s always been a special 
place and always will be.” 

He loves knowing the business owners on a first-name basis and finds 
NoDa still has a cool neighborhood feel to it. “People come from all over the 
city to hang out here on the weekends, but for the people who live here, it 
feels like you’re part of the family.  I hope that never changes.”

Growing in (and with) NoDa: Local filmmaker reflects on journey

By Ryan Sumner
Fenix Fotography

Ryan Sumner is the creative director of Fenix Fotography (www.fenixfoto.
com) and specializes in artful portraiture of business and cultural leaders, 
corporate headshots, and other advertising images. He can photograph 
you and your coworkers at his portrait studio at The Colony in NoDa and 
is available for location work too. His fine artwork is available through his 
gallery at the Charlotte Art League.
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Three ex-NoDa NBA board members, the ex-NoDa News editor, and a local NoDa 
businesswoman and their spouses and friends walk into one of NoDa’s newest 
eateries. No, this is not the beginning of a bad dad joke!

Oh My Soul recently opened in NoDa in what was the former Red House at the 
corner of North Davidson and 34th streets, and we tried it out for brunch. First 

impressions are important, and the lovely, light-colored decor didn’t disappoint. 
The owners, Tallulah and Richard Duffin, added thoughtful messaging along the restaurant wall to 
provide education about veganism. This article’s headline was inspired by a sign inside the restaurant: 
Kindness is Power.

The menu is vegan: no egg dishes, no animal 
milk cheeses. As we were there for brunch, we 
didn’t have a shot at the full menu. Everyone 
agreed what we did have was delicious. Highlights 
included the “avocuddle” toast (seasoned avocado 
and beetroot hummus with tahini dressing on 
sourdough), the Faithful Frenchie (French toast 
with caramelized bananas and a coconut caramel 
sauce), and the Big Bro. The table thought the 
“bro” to be similar to a traditional Irish breakfast 
spread (veganized, of course), with tofu scrambled 
eggs and vegan sausage and bacon. The baked 
beans were a solid addition on the bro plate.

They didn’t yet have an alcohol license, so we 
suffered through some good coffee and cold 
pressed juice. I got the carrot, orange, and ginger 
and will absolutely make a stop for it again!

All in, they are on the early side of operations and 
didn’t have the menu fully open, but we enjoyed 
the experience and will be back to try lunch or 
dinner.

In addition to breakfast, lunch, and dinner options, 
the restaurant offers smoothies, shakes, fresh 
juices, and coffee. 

Welcome to NoDa, Oh My Soul! Check out their Facebook page and website (ohmysoulusa.com), or 
call them directly at 704-891-4664.

Oh My Soul: Kindness is power MANAGING EDITOR:
Whitney Stein

news@noda.org

ART DIRECTOR:
Evan Plante

evan@docklandsdesign.com

ADVERTISING STAFF:
Matt Mahoney

ads@noda.org

NEWS@NODA.ORG

3115 HOLT ST.
NODA, CHARLOTTE

NC, 28205

NoDa News is a publication of the Historic 
North Charlotte Neighborhood Association, a 
501(c)3 charity d/b/a NoDa Neighborhood + 
Business Association in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina.  Advertisers pay our bills.

Any submission will be considered for publi-
cation by the 15th of the month. Content ap-
proval is based on the approval of the editors.

@NoDaNews

/NoDaCLT

/NoDaCLT

2015 SPECIAL 
JUDGES AWARD

FULL COLOR 
NEWSLETTER

By Robbyn Tangney

Editor’s note:
This review was written 

before restaurants 
were closed to dine-in 
customers as part of 
the COVID-19 response. 
Oh My Soul is still 

serving customers with 
pick-up and takeout 

options. Give them a call 
to place your order! 
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By Jenn Harrison

FIRST
TUESDAY
OF EVERY

MONTH

VOLUNTEER TO
BE A NODA 
ADVOCATE!

NODA NEIGHBORHOOD
MEETING CANCELLED 

Due to COVID-19, the NoDa Neighborhood & Business Association 
meeting has been CANCELLED for April 2020. Updates will follow about 
the May meeting. Please stay home, safe, and help your fellow villagers.

On the heels of its eighth 
anniversary, NoDa Brewing 
Company is expanding its 

Tarheel footprint!

Thanks to North Carolina’s new self-distribution 
laws, which the company’s founders championed 
to change, NoDa Brewing has launched its first 
team based outside the Queen City. The brand-
new sales and distribution team in Knightdale 
has hit the ground running and is starting to 
deliver to the Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill 
areas.

The brewery is grateful to the Triangle businesses 
that have supported them through the years and 
miles, and is excited to return the favor while 
branching out and taking root in one of the best 
craft beer scenes in the country.

It’s now Triangle craft beer lovers’ turn to enjoy: 
World Beer Cup gold medal winner Hop Drop 

‘n Roll IPA, Great American Beer Festival silver 
medal winner Coco Loco porter, relatively new 
and booming Radio Haze juicy/hazy IPA, classics 
such as Jam Session pale ale and CAVU blonde 
ale, BRIZO spiked seltzers, and many other fan 
favorites, on draft and/or in four-packs.

The company’s second passion is people. Even 
those who can’t drink beer! In line with the 
mission of giving back, NoDa Brewing has already 
decided on its first community sponsorship: the 
Triangle YMCA’s Safety Around Water program 
for kids (which the company already sponsors 
here in Charlotte).

Do you have a favorite RDU restaurant, bar, or 
beer retailer or know folks there who do? If so, 
ask for NoDa Brewing products when you visit 
and help spread the news to the natives! More 
growth means more giving back! RDU retailers 
can contact jennifer@nodabrewing.com.

Brewing and growing in NC


