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In 2003, Joan Wesson Hunt surprised her nephew Scott Wesson with a family heirloom. It was a hand-stitched quilt made in 1942 by the Women’s 
Society of Christian Service Circle at Spencer Memorial United Methodist Church (1025 East 36th Street). Scott’s great-grandmother, 
Carrie Lattimore Nodine, was among the group of ladies who created the quilt to raise money to support American efforts in WWII.

The historical quilt is entirely hand-worked and has been kept in great condition. The women charged 25 cents for individuals to have 
their names sewn onto the quilt. The quilt is made up of twenty 16-inch squares, is about five and a half by seven feet large, and has 
over 498 names. The squares alternate yellow and aqua. Carrie Nodine worked as Lead Draw-In Hand at Highland Park Mills #3, and 
she asked her supervisor, Arthur Jarrett if the mill would donate the cloth for the quilt, which they did.

In 1942, Carrie Nodine lived at 1200 East 36th Street with other members of her family, including her 
mother Martha Lattimore and her daughter Grace Wesson as well as Grace’s three children Joan, 
Gloria, and Ray Jr. (Scott’s father). Ray Wesson Sr. was away, serving in the war.

“My Aunt Joan was eight years old at the time. She recalls these women meeting monthly at different 
member’s homes, and working on the quilt was a part of their meeting. Aunt Joan remembers the 
ladies being at Grandma’s house sewing the names on the quilt squares,” Scott Wesson writes in the 
intro to the research he is compiling for the quilt.

When the quilt was complete, it went up for auction during a bazaar at the church. Unimpressed by 
the highest bid, Carrie Nodine bid even higher and purchased the quilt herself, which is why it remains 
in her family today. “Grandma Nodine lived to be nearly 90, and I knew her well,” Scott reminisces.

Earlier this year, having finished work on his own genealogy, Scott Wesson began painstakingly 
researching the names on each square of this fascinating quilt. For each name sewn onto it, Scott 
collects information from ancestry websites, census records, city directories, old newspaper articles, 
obituaries, and even findagrave.com, among other sources.

So far, Scott has completed research on seven of the twenty squares. Together, the names and findings 
create a detailed picture of the members of our neighborhood in 1942: mill workers, store owners, 
church members, mail carriers, and firemen, as well as many women left to raise a family while their 
husbands served in the war. Some names are stitched in separately, while others are sewn in groups. 
It appears the ladies created patterns for the placement of the inscriptions, giving the piece an artistic 
design. 

Scott hopes to present all of his findings to NoDa’s Back in the Day history committee sometime 
next year. We envision the event will be open to anyone interested in the history of this community, 
and the quilt would be on display. Stay tuned for more information.

Scott has numbered the quilt squares for reference. An example of his research is the following 
information that has been gathered for Square 3. This square is special because it contains the names 
of the twenty-five ladies who were members of the Service Circle responsible for the quilt project.

•	 Mrs. E.N. Hudson - Gaynell Hughes Hudson (1912-2007), worked for over twenty-five years 
at Highland Park Mills, lived at 814 E. 36th Street for a long number of years, husband Edward ‘Eddie’ 
Newman Hudson (1911-1993), career working for Duke Power Company located at 420 S. Church 
Street, both are buried at Oaklawn Cemetery in Charlotte, were long-standing members of Spencer 
Memorial United Methodist Church where both their funerals were conducted, they left behind many 
descendants (Edward outlined in Square 15)

•	 Mrs. Ruth Smith – Ruth V. Manley Smith (1904-1956), husband Miller Willis Smith (1903-
1989), lived at 413 E. 35th Street, Miller worked at Chadwick-Hoskins Mill No.1, both were members 
of Spencer Memorial United Methodist Church and both are buried at Sharon Memorial Park (Miller 
outlined in Square 15)

•	 Ruth Hazelwood – Ruth Ellen Fleenor Hazelwood (1901-1984), husband Edward Allen 
Hazelwood (1892-1967), lived at 3039 N. Alexander Street, both were Weavers at Highland Park Mills 
where they worked for over twenty-five years, Edward also served in WWII and in their late years he 
served as Security Guard at Highland Park, both buried at Sharon Memorial Park, of note: they were 
long standing members of Spencer Memorial United Methodist Church where Ruth was President of 
the Ladies Circle who made this quilt and she served as Spencer’s Youth Advisor

•	 Mrs. Murray – Pearl Rebecca Burgess Murray (1903-1985), wife of Reverend Clyde Ernest 
Murray (1899-2000) who served as Pastor at Spencer Memorial United Methodist Church through the 
1940s, lived at 3101 N. Caldwell (now Davidson) Street, both buried at Mays Chapel United Methodist 
Church in Maiden, NC (Rev. Murray outlined in square 15)

•	 Nina Weaver – Nina Helms Weaver (1912-2012), husband Vance Robert Weaver (1909-
1961), Nina was a Winder and later an Inspector at Highland Park Mills #3 through the 1930s and into 
the 1950s, during this period they lived at 3033 N. Alexander with Nina’s parents Ernest B & Lettie T 
Helms, the couple had one son, Gary, husband Vance was absent from the family in the early 1940s 
while he served in the Army in WWII, later he became a foreman at Highland Park by the 1950s and 
at that time they moved to 2729 Clemson Avenue, Vance & Nina buried at Sharon Memorial Park

•	 Mrs. Nodine – Carrie Lee Lattimore Owens Nodine (1891-1980) was my great-grandmother, 
widowed in the 1930s, a Lead Draw-In Hand at Highland Park Mills #3 for many years, lived at 423 
Charles Avenue prior to moving to 1200 E. 36th Street in 1940 where she lived for several years, 
obtained the materials for the quilt from Arthur Jarrett the ‘Big Boss’ at Highland Park, outlined also 
in Square 1, buried at Rose Hill Memorial Park, Cleveland Co, NC

FAMILY HEIRLOOM UNLOCKS
NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY

Carrie Lee Lattimore Owens Nodine c1950s

By NoDa News Staff
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•	 Mrs. Wesson – Gracie Bell Owens Wesson (1909-2005), was my grandmother, she and her children lived with 
her mother Carrie Nodine (above) at 1200 E. 36th Street, Draw-In Hand at Highland Park, husband Ray B Wesson Sr. 
was absent in the early 1940s serving in the Army in WWII, both buried at Rose Hill Memorial Park, Cleveland Co, NC

•	 Mrs. Mildred Floyd – Mildred M. Cowan Floyd born c1914, husband Herbert Floyd born c1908, during the 
early 1940s lived at 516 E. 35th Street with her parents John M. & Lula/Tula Cowan in a large boarding house operated 
by her parents, Mildred was a Draw-In Hand at Highland Park Mills, the family is outlined in Square 13

•	 Mrs. Dexter Kiser – Mary Alice Fincher Kiser (1882-1962), husband Dexter Caldwell Kiser (1882- 1962), lived 
at 1201 E. 35th Street, Dexter worked as a carpenter for a building contractor, they had a number of children one of 
whom died of accidental drowning at age 13 in 1936, both buried at Weddington United Methodist Church in Union 
Co, NC

•	 Mrs. R. Beamon – Ellen Elizabeth ‘Elsie’ League Beamon (1905-1989), husband Thomas Roscoe Beamon 
(1892-1977), had four children and lived at 622 Mercury Street, Thomas was a Warp Hand and Elsie Filled Batteries at 
Highland Park Mills, both buried at Sharon Memorial Park (also outlined in Square 15)

•	 Mrs. O.G. Nelson – Verdie J. Stanfield Nelson (1904-1982), husband Odell Grier Nelson Sr. (1899-1983), lived 
at 1127 E. 36th Street, Odell was a Foreman at Swift & Co. Refinery, both buried at Sharon Memorial Park

•	 Mrs. John Rice – Pauline Cowan Rice (1906-1994), husband John Leo Rice (1902-1970), owned home at 3421 
Holt Street, John was a Loom Fixer and Pauline a Draw-In Hand at Highland Park Mills, both buried at Sharon Memorial 
Park, note: Pauline was best friend to my Grandmother Grace Wesson listed above

•	 Mrs. Jarrett – Lela Macy Micham Jarrett (1897-1988), husband Arthur Jarrett (1896-1955), Arthur was the 
‘Big Boss’ at Highland Park Mills and donated the materials for the quilt, lived at 1733 Belvedere Avenue, both buried 
at Forest Lawn West Cemetery, Charlotte. NC, also outlined in Square 15

•	 Mrs. Fulton Tadlock – Jessie Pauline Bennett Tadlock (1918-2007), in 1938 married Thomas Fulton Tadlock 
(1917-1979), lived at 3035 Florida Avenue, Fulton owned and operated a shoe repair shop at 1333 Mint St, both buried 
at Sharon Memorial Park

•	 Mrs. James Johnson – Wirthie Jeanette Honeycutt Johnson (1917-2010), husband James Benjamin Johnson 
(1914-1997), lived at 3208 Spencer Street, James was a clerk and later credit manager at Horton Motor Lines located at 
1001 S. Clarkson Street, by 1950s moved to 916 E. 36th Street, both buried at Oaklawn Cemetery, Charlotte

•	 Mrs. Ward – Iwilla Grier Porter Ward (1922-1993), husband Clarence Lafoy Ward (1920-2002), lived at 3209 
N. Davidson Street, Clarence served in the U.S. Army during WWII and later returned to Charlotte where he was a Clerk 
at Hand Drug Co. and later a Bookkeeper at Buffalo Tank, Iwilla grew up on Belmont Avenue and later Old Monroe Rd 
and her father was a Laborer at the Copper Mill, both Clarence and Iwilla are buried at Charlotte Memorial Gardens

•	 Mrs. McManus – Lola Lee Lowder McManus (1888-1958), in 1907 married Isaac Seaborn McManus (1885-
1956), lived at 1219 E. 35th Street, Isaac was a Superintendent/Overseer at Highland Park Mills/Johnson Mfg. Mill, had 
a daughter Juanita who was a Stenographer at Radio Co, Lola and Isaac buried at Sharon Memorial Park (also outlined 
in Square 8)

•	 Mrs. H. Smith – Nadie M. Russ Smith (1900-199)4, husband Horace Walker Smith (1897-1967), in 1940 lived 
on N. Myers Street and by 1943 were living at 600 E. 36th Street, Nadie was a Speeder and Horace an Overseer/Card 
Room at Highland Park Mills, they had a daughter Phyllis A. Smith in 1932 whose name is sewn on another square, 
and a son Paul born 1922 who also worked at Highland Park Mills as a Roving Marker, of note: This family were long 
standing members of Spencer Memorial United Methodist Church where Horace served as Minister of Music for many 
years – he was also a Mason and a Shriner, Nadie & Horace buried at Sharon Memorial Park

•	 Mrs. Joe Moore – Mary Madeline Christenbury Moore (1906-1966), married in 1923 to Joseph Wilson Moore 
(1886-1971), lived at 720 Charles Street for many years, had three children, Mary Madeline was a Cloth Inspector and 
Joseph a Weaver at Highland Park Mills, both buried at Sharon Memorial Park

•	 Mrs. J.W. McCall – Mary Ellen Broom McCall (1911-1978), husband John William McCall (1910-1976), lived 
at 1348 E. 35th Street, had four children, John worked for Duke Power Co, both buried at Sharon Memorial Park (John 
outlined further in Square 15)

•	 Mrs. Hines – Nellie May Smith Hines (1893-1971), married in 1911 in Greenville, SC to Bert Hines (1890-1980), 
lived at 3036 N. Davidson Street from 1921 through at least 1956, all those years Bert was a Section Hand at Highland 
Park Mills, Nellie’s occupation was listed as Tick Back at Highland Park also, they had a total of nine children, Bert and 
Nellie are buried at Sharon Memorial Park, of note: this couple’s address in 1917 & 1918 was listed as Highland Park 
Mills residence #114 – and Bert was a Section Hand even then

•	 Mrs. Towell – Lillie Rebecca Hazelwood Towell (1887-1981), first married Charles M. Bechtler and had a 
daughter Kate – Charles worked at Highland Park and died young in 1923, Lillie remarried to Victor “Bickley” R. Towell 
and he died in the early 1930s, Lillie owned her home at 712 E. 35th Street and continued living there many years as 
widow, she was a Weaver and a Smasher Hand at Highland Park Mills #3, her daughter Kate was living with her through 
the early 1940s and worked as a Stenographer at a Law Firm

•	 Mrs. Cowan – Tula Mae Radford Cowan (1883-1964), married in 1902 to John Melton Cowan (1881-1940), 
lived at 516 E. 35th Street through the 1930s and early 1940s where John managed this boarding house that about 
thirty people lived in - most of whom worked at Highland Park Mills, after his death in 1940 Tula moved to 3421 Holt, 
both are buried at Elmwood Cemetery, Charlotte

•	 Mrs. E.B. McCall – Margaret Annie Kaneer McCall (1871-1960), married Eli Brown McCall (1874-1970), Eli was 
Shop Foreman and Pipe Cutter at Grinnell Co, lived at 3445 The Plaza in 1940 and by 1943 were living at 3729 Oakwood 
Avenue, both buried at Elmwood Cemetery, Charlotte

•	 Mrs. McKeown – Georgia Bailey McKeown (1898-1958), married Irma Brice McKeown (1896-1976), lived at 
700 E. 36th Street, Irma Brice was Overseer, Head Mechanic and Plant Engineer at Highland Park Mills, both buried at 
St. Luke Methodist Church, Lancaster, SC

Scott Wesson’s family c1943 taken at their home at 1200 E. 36th Street. 
Front row, L to R: Aunt Gloria Wesson (Bridges), Aunt Joan Wesson (Hunt). 
Back row, L to R: great-great-grandmother Martha McEntire Lattimore, 
great-grandmother Carrie Nodine, grandmother Grace Wesson, Scott’s 
father Ray B. Wesson, Jr.

Carrie Nodine feeding her chickens at her home in the 
Highland Park Mills Village c1930s



has found a unique way to accentuate bright, vibrant shades within the backgrounds while 
simultaneously highlighting the best features of whoever he is capturing. When asked to describe 
his photography style, he emphatically answered “CLEAN! I like to take my time and create a quality, 
high-end image that represents my client to the fullest.”

I’m obviously a fan of Gavin’s work, but what I like most about his photography style takes place 
behind the camera. Gavin has an almost spiritual way of making the client feel attractive and 
uplifted during photoshoots. Naturally, he is an animated and entertaining person. Multiple times 
throughout our shoot, he would say “Alright now! Give me the biggest fake laugh you can do!” The 
seemingly abstract request would actually cause me to laugh, which made for some aesthetically 
pleasing shots that still captured my genuine reaction in the moment.

When asked about his intentions when shooting, he stated “My ultimate goal is to find out exactly 
what my client wants and deliver that outcome in the most memorable way. I try to figure out 
the truth on why my client booked me. I made that my goal in this business because I knew if I 
delivered what a client wants, they will not only return, but they will bring clients with them. So 
far, it’s working.”

Most recently, Gavin pioneered a photography podcast titled “Paid in Exposure.” The podcast was 
created so photographers of color could ultimately grow in a setting that was comfortable and 
open. Gavin and his co-hosts hilariously discuss various topics such as bizarre experiences while 
on set, managing a marketing budget, and stumbling blocks that photographers commonly fall 
victim to. 

We appreciate Gavin for sharing his voice and creative eye with the city of Charlotte. You can 
connect with him on Facebook at @iamgavinb or Instagram at @iam_gavinb. You can also listen to 
the Paid in Exposure podcast on all major streaming platforms or on the Anchor app.
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While on a brief hiatus from music, I decided that I wanted to begin taking some 
new, refreshing, and spontaneous risks. It was time to live a little! So what did I 
do? Ironically, I chose to do what I commonly do every few months: take photos 
of myself. However, this time was different. I wanted to ditch the iPhone and 
hire a professional photographer to take the pictures. It was time to make some 
seriously bold moves! I quickly dashed to Facebook and, after sifting through my 
favorite Spongebob memes, I asked my Facebook friends for the most talented 

photographers in the Queen City. Later that day, I received the contact information of a young man 
in Uptown, and once I saw his work, I knew that my impulsive risk had been rewarded.

At 19-years-old, Gavin Boulware began studying photography. What started as an occasional hobby, 
quickly became his craft, tool of expression, and opportunity to give back to the community around 
him. Now, coupled with his photography podcast and Youtube channel, Gavin is working to foster 
safe spaces for young photographers, specifically of color, to share their stories, while also delivering 
some seriously funny anecdotes himself. 

I have always been someone who encourages people to adopt as many hobbies as they can. You 
never know when something you do for fun can become a passion or even a stream of income. 
Gavin, like many other professionals, always had a fascination for business and owning his respective 
platform. “I always wanted my own business,” he proudly stated. “I grew up in a household where 
most of my days were spent assisting with my parents’ janitorial business. I always had the desire to 
be an entrepreneur, but I didn’t know in what field.” It was inevitable that his love for photography 
and his drive to run a successful business would collide and continue to provide him ways to thrive 
in both worlds.

What I immediately noticed about Gavin’s photography is the clear attention to detail in every line, 
color, and expression in the photo. The first word that came to mind for me was “crisp.” Gavin 

CLEVER PHOTOGRAPHER SHOWS
A DIFFERENT SIDE OF THE LENS

By Jay Smith
photo by: 

Corinna Boulware
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Thinking of chocolate, one usually imagines the creamy melt-in-your-mouth 
texture and satisfying deliciousness. But if you have the pleasure of meeting 
Carl Childs, one of Charlotte Art League’s finest artists, you may have another 
picture of chocolate—as an art medium.

You see, Childs is both a Master Leather Craftsman and a fine artist who uses traditional and non-
traditional materials (did I mention chocolate?!) to create his unique award-winning artwork. Childs 
works not only in the usual mediums like acrylic, ink, and watercolor, but also works with mixed 
media and printmaking as well as exotic leather, metal, stone, wood, and clay.

A 2012 graduate of Gaston College, Childs earned both an Associate in Fine Arts and an Associate in 
Arts Degree and was a three-time recipient of the Jeanne Rauch Art Scholarship. He had internships 
at the Schiele Museum of Natural History and Arts on Main. Childs was also Gamma Beta Phi 
President.

Childs said, “I want to spread my artistic message globally, bridge cultural barriers, promote healing, 
and encourage artists.” This is evident as Childs shares his positive spirit through his work as a 
teacher, solo exhibitionist, and participant in numerous events throughout the community. Childs 
is also the Keynote Speaker for the 2019 Gaston College Legacy Scholarship Dinner. “It is a blessing 
and an honor to be able to thank all the donors and encourage the scholarship winners to graduate,” 
said Childs.

Childs has been an active member of the Charlotte Art League since 2014 and currently serves on the 
display committee at the League’s new location in North NoDa at 4100 Raleigh Street. “Charlotte Art 
League is a positive and nurturing environment for an artist to grow, develop new skill levels, and 
be recognized,” said Childs. “It has provided me the opportunity to display work at Spirit Square in 
Uptown Charlotte, take in work for monthly exhibitions, and curate shows.”

Notably, last month, at the Charlotte Art League’s Depth & Dimension Exhibition, Childs won the 
3rd Place People’s Choice Award for his work entitled “Legion Commander’s Gauntlet.” This three-
dimensional, long-armored glove is modern, yet reminiscent of medieval times. It is finely crafted 
of leather and metal and features intriguing tactile dragonscale textures and finishes on its surface.

Childs currently has award-winning work at the Jeanne Rauch Gallery at Gaston College Dallas 
Campus and at the Gaston County Main Library (across from the Schiele Museum), where he has 
a 61-day solo exhibition entitled “Beauty & Fire of Art.” This distinctive exhibit features 4D work, 
pyrography, and a Quick Response code system to create a personalized experience of each work. 

By Heidi Gordon

“The QR code connects to video recordings made for each work allowing me to have a 24-hour 
presence to share information about each work,” said Childs. “Anyone can scan the code and take a 
seat and watch and listen, thus a blind or visually impaired person can enjoy this show.”

You can also catch Childs’ latest work right here in NoDa at Charlotte Art League’s November show 
entitled “Member’s Best,” which features, well you guessed it, the artists’ bests! The exhibit is 
available for viewing from November 1 through November 29 during our regular operating hours. 
And if you stop by on one of the League’s First Friday Opening Reception Gallery Crawls from 6 to 
9 pm you might just get to meet Childs and be able to ask him in person exactly how does he create 
with chocolate and what’s his favorite kind to work with, but also importantly, what’s his favorite 
kind to eat?!

However, if you prefer to enjoy artwork from the comfort of your own home, check out his website: 
childsleather.com which has over 409,859 visits from 171 countries in less than three years. 
And while you’re surfing the net, don’t forget to visit your friendly neighborhood art league at 
charlotteartleague.org to find out all the cool happenings in NoDa every month.

CHARLOTTE ART 
LEAGUE MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT

Photos by MTC Art World 
Photographer Charlie Childs, Jr. 



Find any article in this issue at

blog.noda.org 
+ re-post on social media!

NoDa News is a community-driven monthly periodical. We have published for thirteen years.
 We are always looking for contributors, photographers (front cover/story), and advertisers: Our 
reach is every doorstep and business in NoDa,  noda.org, Charlotte libraries and visitors centers.
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By  Evan Plante

Remember the good old days when you’d get sinus infections from all the lint in 
the air at your job at the Johnston or Mecklenburg Mill? You’d take a walk to the 
corner of 35th Street—where Cabo Fish Taco and NoDa Yoga are now located—
see Dr. McClosky on the second floor, and fill the prescription on the first floor at 
Hands Pharmacy. Now get back to work.

NoDa residents in 2019 lament many services that are missing from our 
neighborhood, but for the first time since Dr. McClosky, NoDa has a village doctor 

once again. Dr. Allen Shepard, D.O. has opened a new primary care practice on 36th Street in the 
Novel NoDa retail units. This is his first solo practice after many years of residency in Cornelius 
and South Park, and the young doctor admitted to me that he is glad to be practicing in his home 
neighborhood.

The value of a village doctor is immeasurable. I had been visiting a doctor in the Novant network 
located in the Elizabeth neighborhood. It’s not far, but there always seemed to be a disconnect 
between me and my old primary care doctor; most noticeably... he was old. I guess that’s good 
sometimes for the wealth of knowledge and experience. But I just couldn’t relate to him. He was 
also very busy. His appointment schedule was two to three weeks out, which often meant my 
symptoms would be hit-or-miss for the visit. The office was busy, diverse, and I always felt rushed in 
and out at my old doctor’s office. 

I visited Dr. Shepard’s 36th Street practice for a second opinion and was immediately sold on 
switching doctors. Dr. Shepard’s office provides general family primary care with a focus on 
osteopathic medicine. I didn’t know what that meant, but a little research describes a D.O. as a 
whole-body approach to diagnosis and treatment with specific treatments for joints, muscles, and 
spine to correct ailments in the body’s nervous, circulatory, and lymphatic systems. 

The difference between my old doctor and Dr. Shepard was clear: rather than being rushed in and 
out and only talking about the specific targeted ailments of the day, I was able to talk at length to a 
doctor my age about the interconnected systems of human health. Of course, Dr. Shepard can and 
will refer patients to specialists, while always keeping faithful to the idea of whole-body health in a 
general practice. 

This ringing review of Dr. Shepard should end with one simple anecdote: I was driving to a referral 
appointment when I passed by Dr. Shepard crossing the street at Davidson and 36th. He waved to 
me because he remembered me. It’s not a big deal, but it’s invaluable.

INTRODUCING THE NEW
VILLAGE DOCTOR
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Last month, the NoDa Neighborhood and Business Association (NoDa NBA) held 
elections for new board members. We are excited to welcome David Poland, 
Gavin Toth, Matt Mahoney, and Delphine Koustmer, who will officially join the 
board beginning in 2020!

All four new board members have shown their commitment to NoDa by serving 
as committee leads and volunteering for numerous events and activities over the 

years. They are a great addition to the team, and we are excited about what each of them brings 
to the board.

After years of dedication to the NoDa NBA Board, we will be saying goodbye to Robbyn Tangney, 
Matt Lemere, Nicole Peterson, Kevin Sutton, and Julianne Kiro, who have completed their terms. 
This group will leave huge shoes to fill as longterm board members that have left a lasting impact 
on the neighborhood. Luckily, they are not going anywhere, and we know they will stay involved as 
volunteers and legacy leaders in the neighborhood. Next time you see them out, buy them a beer 
to thank them for their years of dedication to NoDa!

Keep an eye on noda.org/board-html for more details about our new board members!

NODA BOARD 
ELECTION RESULTS

By Jacob Horr
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Scorpio (Oct 23 to Nov 21) - Queen of Swords (R): Happy 
Earth Day, Scorpio! You have an overwhelming urge to 
verbally express yourself. DON’T. This is the voice of your ego, 
not your Spirit. The outcome will not be what you imagine. 
You will end up moonwalking your way through an apology. 
Why not express yourself with a tattoo at Fu’s Custom 
Tattoo? Also, avoid overestimating your potential income by 
counting your chickens before they hatch.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 to Dec 21) - The Hermit: Yes, you usually 
ARE the life of the party (and you cherish the role), but a part 
of you is being drawn inward and you don’t want to hang 
with anyone. Honor yourself FIRST, so when you are ready to 
party again, you are feeding your Soul, not depleting it. Get 
clarity with a reading from Gina at Curio, Craft & Conjure.

Capricorn (Dec 22 to Jan 19) - 7 of Swords: Sometimes, 
social commitments feel exhausting. When you feel like this, 
you are likely to experience misunderstandings. You may be 
feeling vulnerable, so take time to nurture yourself. Also, 
beware: A secret of yours may be exposed this month. Have 
a solo dinner at Mango’s. Feed your Soul.

Aquarius (Jan 20 to Feb 18) - 8 of Pentacles: Redoing a 
project is both frustrating and time-consuming, but the good 
news is it will be even BETTER when you’re done! Then, enjoy 
your social life – you could be the belle of the ball, but try not 
to win the “Lampshade Award.” Start the party by meeting 
friends at the bar at Haberdish.

Pisces (Feb 19 to Mar 20) - Knight of Swords: Stand in your 
truth. You may be put on the spot for something that you 
said in the past, but with new information comes new beliefs. 
No need to apologize. Also, great opportunities can pop up 
for you this month, but keep your ego in check. Think before 
you speak. Write your angry feelings in a new journal from 
Ruby’s Gift.

Aries (Mar 21 to Apr 19) - 8 of Cups: It’s time to try new 
things—especially now that you’re feeling a little more 
balanced. You can try traveling to somewhere distant to open 
your mind to experiencing new ways of life while expanding 
your ideas regarding beauty, music, and art. Check out Osiris 
Rain’s murals around NoDa. Now THAT is art.

Taurus (Apr 20 to May 20) - 4 of Swords: Now is the 
time to evaluate the heart of your current relationship 
or your beliefs about relationships as a whole. Don’t miss 
this valuable growth opportunity—even though it will be 
uncomfortable. This type of growth usually doesn’t feel 
good anyway. A Limpieza from Gianna at Curio, Craft & 
Conjure can help you clear your energetic cobwebs.

Gemini (May 21 to Jun 20) - Ace of Cups: Enjoy time with 
your partner. Adventure and opportunity surround you! 
Business partnerships can also be extremely lucrative—in 
fact, all one-on-one relationships are especially receptive 
now. Not in a relationship? The energetic shift this month 
may change that.

Cancer (Jun 21 to Jul 22) - Queen of Swords (R): Have a 
live-in lover? Things may get a little hairy. Remember, you 
have a role in this dynamic, and you are now being given 
the chance to understand what it is. The key to success 
here is communication. You don’t live with a mind reader. 
If you stuck your foot in your mouth, buy your partner a 
gift at Custom Jewelry Lab.

Leo (Jul 23 to Aug 22) - 10 of Pentacles: This month you 
are given the opportunity to deal with some long-ignored 
family history. Don’t allow yourself or others to go so far 
in the past that old wounds reopen causing more harm 
than good. It’s time you finally hashed this out so you 
and others can heal. Spend quality time with cats at Mac 
Tabby Cat Café.

Virgo (Aug 23 to Sep 22 ) - Ace of Wands (R): Stop trying 
to write NOW. You are at risk of miscommunicating. Take 
time to fine-tune, purge, and edit. Writer’s block? Stop 
and do a Virgo thing: Clear your mental constipation by 
cleaning out a kitchen cabinet (alphabetizing the spices) 
or closet (color code it!)

Libra (Sep 23 to Oct 22) - 4 of Pentacles (R): Review your 
expenses and finances. During this time, you may have 
one drink too many and experience buyer’s remorse 
because you are being too free with your money. Take a 
break from spending and limit yourself to a cash diet.

By Gina Spriggs

Charlotte 
native Gina 
Spriggs has 
a global cult-
following for 
her book The 
Intuitive Tarot 
Workbook and 

her courses The Art of Intuitive 
Tarot and The Secrets of Tarot 
Cards for Creating Abundance 
on DailyOM. NoDa folks can visit 
her in the flesh! Get a reading, 
grab a tarot deck, or get a 
custom carved candle by visiting 
Gina (and her daughter Gianna) 
at Curio, Craft & Conjure at 
3204 North Davidson, Suite C 
(upstairs).
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As soon as you cross the railroad tracks on North Davidson Street as you head 
towards 277 and Uptown, McGill Rose Garden is on your left (940 N Davidson). 
You have probably driven by it hundreds of times. Well now, you have even 
more reasons to stop and visit.

If you’ve never been to this park in the spring or summer, you are truly missing 
out. There are so many gorgeous flowering trees and bushes to remind you that 

the world is still a beautiful place. Even now, as we approach winter, a casual tour of the meandering 
paths and diverse art installations can still delight you.

But do you know what’s even better? Rosie’s Wine Garden has opened up in the small building on 
grounds, and after 4 pm on Tuesdays through Fridays, or from 11 am to 5 pm on Sundays, you can 
buy a delicious glass of wine and roam the garden like a French poet in the days before cellphones. 
(The park and wine garden are typically reserved on Saturdays for private events.)

I visited last month with my friend Mary Digby, and we had such a wonderful time that I can’t stop 
thinking about taking everyone I know there.

As soon as you enter, the décor provides a fun whimsical spirit with its brightly painted colors, 

eclectic artwork (some antiques, and some for sale), festive lights draped all across the ceiling, and 
an inviting chaise lounge (my favorite seating for drinking wine).

The wine and beer list isn’t intended to impress you with an overwhelming variety. Instead, it has 
been carefully curated by the shop owners Dan and Karisa Fulco. I especially appreciate that the 
wine list includes detailed descriptions of the wines to help me make up my mind. The bartender 
noted that many of the wines were chosen because of their floral notes, a nod to the rose garden.

I had a perfectly peppery pinot noir while Mary enjoyed a charmingly buttery chardonnay. We 
studied the artwork in the gallery and had a laid back time catching up with each other.

I’ve always wondered about the property. From the website, I learned that Helen McGill, wanting 
to bring some beauty to the industrial site, planted rose bushes around Avant Fuel & Ice Company 
which was owned by her husband Henry. By 1962, there were over five hundred rose bushes, 
and the garden was open to the public. When the fuel and ice business closed in 1975, the city of 
Charlotte bought the property as a public park. 

Visit rosieswinegarden.com for more information about Rosie’s (which incidentally was named 
after a cat). Their calendar lists opening times and also when food trucks and live music can be 
expected.

ROSES, AND PAINTINGS, + WINE, OH MY!

By Lauren Schalburg
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WHAT TO DO WITH PESKY PLASTICS
By Nicole Peterson

Introducing a new series with 
an eye on recycling...

Now that we all know how bad plastic is for 
oceans, water sources, and animals, what can 
we do? This is the start of a series on how 
two NoDa residents, Susan Plante and Nicole 
Peterson, are trying to reduce the amount of 
plastics they use. 

The problem is that plastics are everywhere! 
Try buying food without plastic ... or soap ... 
or even clothes. This issue goes way beyond 
straws and plastic bags. While we know we 
can’t get rid of all plastics in our lives, we 
definitely want to try to reduce what we use. 

But like many people, we were not sure where 
to start. Luckily, Susan’s sister Becca Bellamy 
has become really good at going low-plastic. 
And we can google pretty well. 

While we know that we may not get rid of all 
the plastics in our lives, we’re happy to try 
and to write about what we’re doing and even 
the struggles we have. We hope you’ll join us 
in the journey and maybe learn a few tricks 
for reducing your own plastics. Let us know 
if you have any questions or suggestions at 
greenification@noda.org.

As a starting place, we know that some plastics 
can be recycled, which decreases the chances 
they’ll end up in the environment. However, 
Charlotte recently changed its recycling 
policies to accept fewer recyclable items. We 
were really confused about why they would 
accept less, and what they accept now. 

What you can put loose in your green bin (after removing any food residue):

• Plastic: bottles, jugs, and tubs with caps and lids, empty 
deodorant containers, egg cartons

• Paper: mail, toilet paper rolls, cardboard (in small 
pieces), paper, clean pizza and food boxes, juice and milk 
cartons, egg cartons

• Glass jars and bottles

• Aluminum or tin cans and empty aerosol cans

Wish-cycling is what we wish we could recycle—even if it has a recycling 
symbol on it, we can’t just put it in the bin. These items actually clog up the 
system and make it less likely recycling happens. 

What you can’t include (wish-cycling items): 

• Plastic bags and wrapping (take these to grocery stores 
and other places that have bag or #4 recycling)

• Styrofoam or clamshells

• Shredded paper, paper plates, cups, napkins, and tissue

• Household glass (like lightbulbs)

• Ceramics (like plates)

• Clothes, food, wire hangers, scrap metal, cords and 
hoses

Unsure? Check out the Waste Wizard at www.charlottenc.gov/SWS/
Pages/WasteWizard.aspx.

So, what do we do with what we can’t include? Some grocery stores 
accept different plastics and items – here’s what we’ve found:

• Plastics #5: Whole Foods is part of the Gimme 5 program (but check 
with your local store)

• Plastic plant trays, pots, and tags: Lowe’s

• Plastic bags: Lowe’s, Best Buy, Food Lion, or Harris Teeter

• Electronics and appliances: Donate, County recycling centers, or 
Best Buy will take these plus ink and toner, movies and music

• Batteries: Best Buy, Batteries Plus Bulbs, Home Depot(rechargeable 
only), Lowe’s (rechargeable only), or County recycling centers

• Lightbulbs: Batteries Plus Bulbs, Home Depot (CFL only), Lowe’s 
(CFL only), 

• Scrap metal recycling: lots of places you can google

• Oil, paint, tires, and more: County recycling centers

If we’ve missed something, tell us where you’ve found to recycle items at 
greenification@noda.org

More info:
www.charlottenc.gov/SWS/ResidentServices/Pages/Recycling-Collection.aspx
Great details and videos on recycling in Charlotte: www.charlotteobserver.
com/news/politics-government/article213849124.html
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Every Monday NoDa Brewing Company’s flagship location at 2921 North Tryon Street hosts a free 
fundraiser with a local charity and donates $1.00 per draft (beer or Brizo seltzer) sold in the tap 
room that day. The weekly event is appropriately named “You Drink We Donate,” because it’s as 
simple as that. Our customers drink our craft creations, and we donate to a worthy cause.

We launched the official Monday YDWDs in 2017 but have donated proceeds on a continual basis 
since our inception eight years ago at the OG, our original brewhouse and tap room at 2229 North 
Davidson Street.

It’s a great way to spotlight organizations, especially little-known ones, and provide additional 
visibility and public awareness for them. Our goal is to share the love and help as many different 
non-profits as we can. 

It’s completely free for the charity with no extra charge to the public. We co-host with the 
organization, plus promote on social media, website, e-newsletter, and more, as well as offer our 
Event Coordinator’s services. Sometimes the charities really run with it and add fun activities like 
music, a silent auction, vendors, and kid-friendly activities just to name a few. We love it because 
they bring in folks who may not otherwise visit us, and hopefully we’ll make some new fans and 
friends. 

For more information regarding hosting a YDWD at NoDa Brewing Company, email events@
nodabrewing.com.

YOU DRINK WE DONATE
By Jenn Harrison

November YDWDs @ NoDa Brewing Company

Nov. 4: YDWD for North Mecklenburg Animal Rescue

Nov. 11: YDWD for Veteran’s Bridge Home

Nov. 18: YDWD for Rise Against Hunger

Nov. 25: YDWD for Dahlia Grove
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VOLUNTEER TO
BE A NODA 
ADVOCATE!

NODA NEIGHBORHOOD &
BUSINESS (NBA) MEETING

Join your fellow neighbors for our monthly NoDa Neighborhood 
and Business Association meeting on Tuesday, NOVEMBER 5, 
6:30pm at: Heist Brewery in the Canteen Taproom.

TUES
11/5

NODA TRADITIONS BRING US TOGETHER

By Robbyn Tangney

As humans, we embrace and celebrate our rituals. Fall means cooler weather, 
back to school, football tailgating, and Halloween—all emblems of some 
cherished tribal traditions. We have two more neighborhood traditions to look 
forward to before we close the chapter on 2019: the Novant Health Charlotte 
Marathon Neighborhood Cheer Station along 35th Street and the Krampus 
Krawl.

The marathon will once again wind its way through Charlotte, including stretches of North Davidson 
and 35th Street in NoDa, then head back towards Uptown on The Plaza. This is a no-stress, come-
as-you-are sort of tradition. Novant used to award neighborhood prizes for the best “Cheer Station” 
but discontinued that practice a year ago because (we think) NoDa found a way to win every year. 
$1,000. Every. Year. Yeah, that’s our neighborhood! 

Plan to come out around 9 am and cheer on the runners. They very much appreciate all the fuss. I’ve 
already heard from a few asking if the “NoDa wall” will make its annual appearance. It will!

• Saturday morning, November 16. Elite runners will make it here 8:45/9ish

• Anywhere along 35th Street, but the cool kids will be hanging around Local Loaf

• Ultralush will again play live: with Patrick Jason (vocals, bass), Nick Plesz (guitars, 
vocals) and Mike Escalante on drums

• The Neighborhood & Business Association will provide some tasty hot and cold 
beverages gratis, but bring a little cash for a donation to a worthy cause (The NBA 
is a 501c3!)

• The NBA will provide noisemakers—from cowbells to mustache whistles and pom-
poms. If you have your own, bring ‘em!

• You be you. Got footy PJs? Wear them. Want to don that Halloween costume one 
more time? Absolutely. 

• Watch @nodaclt Facebook or Instagram for details on poster making meet-up 
activities before the race. We’ll also have materials available at Local Loaf the week 
before and the day of the race if you and your tribe would like to make some signs. 

Questions? Want to lend a hand with the wall set up or break down? Contact me: 
robbyn@noda.org

...Krampus? For now, just mark your calendars for Saturday evening, December 7! It’s 
on. Plans are firming up, and you won’t want to miss this tradition either.

SAT
11/16
9am


